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miſed to write to you as ſoon as I had 
reached my northern retreat, yet, I be- 
lieve, you little expected inſtead of a letter to re- 
| ceive a volume; but. I ſhould not ſtand, excuſed to 
12 myſelf, were 1 to. fail communicating to you the. 
Idleaſure L received in my road hither, from the 
; ſight of a ſociety, whoſe acquaintance I owe to oje 
of thoſe fortunate, though in appeatance triſſing 
7955 accidents, from which ſometimes ariſe the Wok 


pleaſing, ., circumſtances of our lives; for as uch 1 
8 mult ever eſteem the acquaintance of chat amiable ' 


13, family, who have fixed their abode at a place Which 
| I ſhall "nominate Milletiums Hall, as the beſt ada pt- . 
TOE > ed to the lives of the Tabebitane and to avoid 97. 


ing the real name, - fearing to offend that modeſh) 
which has induced them to conceal their virtues 88 
tx retirement. 1 8 WP 2 4 
e In giving you a vet circumſtantial 0 as. 

| a 7 Ne we a view beyond the plea- N 
Which a mind Uke yours 25 — at's = 

the comemplation of ſo much virtue. Youre 

_— endeavours have been to inculcate the * 
| principles into youthful minds, the only probable . 
e of meriding mankind z for the Rundation 2 of 


0 | I 
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2 A DEsCRIPTION or 
ö of moſt of our virtues, or our vices, are laid in 
Xx that ſeaſon. of life when we are moſt ſuſceptible of | 
= impreſſion, and when on our minds, as on a ſheet of IU” © 
dite paper, any characters may be engraven ; : 
© ' theſe laudable endeavours, by which we may rea- 5 
ſonably expect the riſing generation will ve greatly e 
improved, render particularly due to you, any ex- bs 
| amples which may teach thoſe virtues that are not . 
ceeaſily learnt by precept, and ſhew the facility of 
what, in meer ſpeculation, might appear ſurround- 
ed with a diſcouraging impracticability: you are 
tte beſt judge, whether, by being made public, 
they may be conducive to your gteat end of bene- 
ffiting the world. I therefore ſubmit the future 
fate of the following ſheets entirely to you, and 
mall not think any prefatory apology for the pub- 
lication at all requiſite; for though a man Who 
ſuppoſes his own life and aQtions deſerve univerſal 
notice, or cas be of general uſe; may be liable to 
the imputation of vanity, yet, as I have no other 
Mate than that of a ſpectator, and auditor, in what 
I hpurpoſe to relate, I preſume no apology can be 
FT + "required; for my vanity muſt rather be mortified 
© _, "than flattered in the deſcription of ſuch virtues as 
W ill continually accuſe me of my own deficiencies, 
=: and lead me to make an humiliating compariſon 
= 1 between theſe excellent ladies and myſelft. 


* 5 Tou may remember, Sir, that when I took 


— -* waa. + + Ada < Sur ' 


Ne . 
1 leave of you with a deſign of retiring to my native 
. there to enjoy the plenty and leiſure f 


5 


ich a few years labour had furniſhed me with 


= as 


* 


de recen requiſites, 1 was adviſed by an eint 
bent phyſician to make a very extenſive? tour 
= through the weſtern part of this kingdom,” in x- 
der, by frequent change of air, and continued ex- 
erciſe, to cure the ill effects of ny eee | 
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MILLENIUX HALL 3 
the hot and unwholeſome 


90 while I increaſed my furtune, I gradually, impair- 


ed my conſtitution; and thaugh one, who ſike me, 


of has dedicated all his application to mercantile gain, 


for the ſhadow, yet perhaps it would be difficult 
to deny, that 1 — Teber the „er 5 in 
BN? - purſuit of the:leſs. 


not 

ER „be . with hacks I 108 to. hs in 
_ * wiſhed for retirement, made me imagine, that 
ae bem I had once reached it, even the purſuit of 


lic, health would be an inſufficient inducement to de- 
termine me to leave my retreat: I therefore choſe 
Aud to make the aduiſed tour before IL vent into the 


pub- north. As the pleaſure ariſing from à variety of 7 5 | 


ho beautiful objects is but half enjoyed, when. we have 
err no one to ſhare it with us, I accepted the offer 


her accompanying me in my journey. As:this-young 


hat || g<ntleman has not the good fortune to be nem 


| to you, it may not be. amiſs 1 . 
2 ſequel, to: let yow-into-his charger. 


il þ Mr. be aisle e bes aa * 
5 five years of age, of an agreeable perſon, ati 


* K ſoon gained him ſuch a degree of /enc ment 
too tedchis vanity, and raiſed in him u high 


, and the natural bent of hi 
d all the diſhpation-which the g 
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climate o Jamaica, where, | 


will not allow that he has gwen up the ſubſtance a 


Mr. Lamont (the ſon of my old friend) made of 


210 underſtanding; both perhaps. have concutred to Ar 9 
render ham a coxcomb. The viuacity of his parts 1 


ion of himſelf, A very: generous father na- | 
him to partake. of every fuſhinmable amuſe- 
ö mite en fed hin 


- Uſeful and impr proving. ſtudies were laid! Inde for : RN 

ſuch deſultory reading, as he found moſt proper o 

| knie ban with to 1 * * Re 
| ye 23 1 


man's horſe to the next town to fetch a ſmith, and 
leaving u kervant to guard the chaiſe, Mr. Lamont 


A A Discxierion h 75 


idle Lacietivs he frequented. Thus that vivdity, cl 
which, properly qualified, might have become of 


true wit, degenerated into pertneſs and imperti- ar 
nence. A conſciouſneſs of an underſtanding, which W 
he never exerted, rendered him conceited4z thoſe in 


talents which nature kindly beſtowed upon him, 
by being perverted, gave riſe 'to his g reateft | | 
faults. His reaſoning faculty, by a acne and ſu- ſc 
perficial uſe, led him to infidelity, and the deſire in 
of being thought ſuperiorly diſtinguiſhing, eſtabliſh- of 
ed bins an \mfdel.. Faſhion, not reaſon, - has been du 
the guide of all his thoughts and actions. But with ret 
theſe faults he is good natured, and not unenter- an 
taining, eſpecially in a tete à tete,, where he does wi 
not deſire to ſhine, and therefore his vanity, lies O 
_ - dormant; and ſuffers the beſt qualifications of his th 
mind to. break forth. This induced 7 me to ENS | EH 


306 him as a "Flow traveller. 12 F 9 | lift 
re arts F fol 
We e proceeded, on our journey 3 as en me 


without meeting with any other than the uſual in- 
cidents of the road, t ill one afternoon, when our o 
chaiſe broke . The worſt circumſtance at- 
| tending this accident was our being ſeveral miles 
=p .-trom a town, and ſo ignorant of the country, that 
we knew not whether there was any village within 
à moderate diſtance. We ſent the poſtilion on my 


Land I dende an avenue of oaks, which 

- . we obſervediiata ſmall diſtance.” The thick ſhade 
they affbrded us, the fragrance wafted fram the 

woodbines with which they were encircled, WAs 
delightſul,/ and the beauty of the grounds ſo very 
attracting, that we ſtrolled” on, deſiths af . 
pt!oaching the houſe to which this Aue letk:” 
| bans mile aud 9 e dee 
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MILLENIUM HALL „ 
charmed with the remarkable verdure and neatneſse 
of the fields, with the beauty of the flowers Which 


are planted all round them, and ſeem to mix 
with the er ee ee that Hs moet "mn 


| intent 


When we: . 3 half no in 4 
ſcene truly paſtoral, we began to think ourſelves. 
in the days of. Theocritus, ſo ſweetly did the ſound 
of a flute come wafted through the air Never 
did paſtoral ſwain make ſweeter melody on his oaten 
reed. Our ears now afforded us freſh attraction, 
and with; quicker ſteps. we proceeded, till we came 
within fight of the muſician that had charmed us. 
Our pleaſure was not a little heightened, to ſee, as 
the ſcene promiſed, in reality a ſhepherd, watching 

a large flock of ſheep. We continued, motionleſs, . 
liſtening to his muſic, till a amb. 1 From its 
fold demanded his care, and he laid aſide 


ment, to guide bane: the little wanderer. 
- Curioſity , now prompted, "I to walk. 003 the 7 


ter we came to the houſe, the greater we found 
profuſion of flowers, which. ornamented Every ; 


the 


roſe trees and ſweet-briars, ſo artfull planted,” 
that they made a very thick hedge, while at. their 
lower part, pinks, jonquills, kyacioth, and va- . 
rious other flowers, ſeemed. to grow under. their 
protection. Primroſes, violets, lilies of: the. | 
ley, and polyanthuſes enriched: ſuch ſhady Pots, 
as, for want of fun, were not well calculated. . or 
the produdion of other flowers. 1 he miztdre of 
perfumes which exhaled from this profuſion com- 
poſed the higheſt fragrance, . and ſometimes. the 
en ſcents regiled 2 ſenſes Ig and 
ene 35 5 3 
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field. Some had no other defence than hedges of, 
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ee, us with refleQions on the infinite 1 t 
en e wore avoir e probe) h 
mile of the houſe, the ſcene became ſtill more ani- 


_ mated. On one fide was the greateſt variety of 
cattle, the moſt beautiful of their kinds; grazing 
in fields whoſe verdure equalled that of the fineſt 
m_ nor were they deſtitute of their | ornaments; 
| only the woodbines and jeſſamin, and ſuch flowers, 
as might have tempted the inhabitants of theſe paſ- 
tures to crop them, were defended with roſes and 
= IweetHbriers, whoſe vis: Aren —_ fem 2 | 

1 attacks. | 
. beg Eairlvht had kithefto, been line nu 
tomed toadmirenature, yet was r B 
with this ſcene, and with'his -ufual' levity cried! out 0 
„f Nebuchadnezzar had ſuch N theſe 
range in, his ſeven years expulſion from human 
© ſociety might not be the leaſt agreeable part of his 
„life.“ My attention was too much engaged to 
cCtiticize the Tight turn of Lamont's mind, nor did 
y . his tHoughts continue long on the ſame ſubj jet, ſoy” 
o $ dur obſervation” was ſoon called off, by a comp 
df hay makers im the fields: off the other "ſide of 
the averme: The cleanlineſs and neatneſs of the 
young women thus employed, rendered them a 
| ® — pleaſing ſubje& for Bamont's contemplation | 
than any thing we had yet ſeetr; in them we beheld”? 
©: roral fimplicity, wirhout any of thoſe” marks of 
poverty and booriſh ruſticity, which” would have 
poilt the paſtoral air of the ſcene arbund us; but 
not evem the happy amiable innocence, which their 
figures and cduntenances ec gave me ſo 
much ſatisfaction as the fight” of the member! of 
children, who were all exefting the utmoſt of their 
__ _ ſtrength, 
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mh 


0 


n 2 00 2 


91 * 


4 \ c " l - 
* ls 2 
* RN * 
* * 
| * 
. 
C . 


MIL LE NOM. HALL. * 
ſuength, with an air of delighted emulation be- 
tween! themſelves, to contribute theit ſhare to the 
general ; undertaking., Their eyes ſparkled with; 
that ſpirit which health and activity can only give, 


and their roſy cheeks ſhewed the benefits of their 
JOG labour. 


| Curioſity. in oe of delt be * that 

ow by gratification; it {till prompted us to pro- 
e not unſatisfied with what we had ſeen, but 
deſitous. to ſee ſtill more of this earthly paradiſe. 
We approached the houſe, wherein, as it was the 
only human habitation in view, we imagined muſt 
* the Pritaum Mobile of all we had yet beheld. 
We were admiring the magnificence of the ancient 
ſtructure, and inclined to believe it the abode of 
the genius which: preſided over this fairy land, 
when we were ſurprized by a ſtorm, which had 
been for ſome time gathering over our. heads, though 


our thoughts had been too agreeably engaged to pay 
much attention to it. We took ſhelter under the 


thick ſhade of: a; large oak, but the violence of the i 


thunder and lightening made our ſituation rather. 
uncomfortable. All thoſe whom we had a little 

before ſeen ſo buſy; left their work on hearin "Ik 
firſt, clap of thunder, and ran with the utmoſt-ipge 
to Millenium Hall; ſo I ſhall call the noble TI: 
ſion of which I am ſpeaking, as to an aſſured 2825 
n evil. 05 


Sonne of, theſe Naben, Li imagine, e us; 

for immediately after they. entered, cams qut a - 
man, who, by her air and manner of addreſs, we 
gueſſed ta be the houſe-keeper,. and defired' us to 
walk into the: houſe till the ſtorm was over. We 
made ſome difficulties about taking that liberty, but 


N 1 in her. ce had my . 


ILSS 
* 


686 A DEescKxIievion.or/ 
ſity to ſee the inhabitants of this hoſpitable en, 
been leſs, I could not have refuſed to comply, as 
by prolonging theſe ceremonious altercations L 
was detaining we in the mon we re agreed | | 

to follow her. 19 WOT 7 


N 
il 


If we had been inclined before to re e 
on enchanted ground, when after being led through 
x large hall, we were introduced to the ladies, who 

knew nothing of whit had paſſed, I could ſcarcely 
torbear believing myſelf in the Attick ſchool. * The 
room where they ſat was about forty-five feet long, 
of a proportionable breadth, with three windows on 
one ſide, which looked into a garden, and a large 
- bow at the upper end. Over againſt the windows 
were three large book-caſes, upon the top of the 
middle one ſtood an orrery,/ and a globe on each of 
the others. In the bow ſat two lades reading, with 
pen, ink, and paper on a table before them, at 
which was a young girl tranſlating out of French. 
At the lower end of che room was a lady painting, 
WH with exquiſite art indeed, a beautiful Madona; 
rereat her another, drawing a landſcape out of her 
1 own imagination; 4 third, carving a blame 
nun wood in the fineſt manner; a fourth, engravi 
and a young girl reading aloud to thee: 3 the 54 
tance from the ladies in the bow-window being 
ſuch, that they could receive no diſturbance from 
her. At the next window were placed à group of 
girls, from the age of ten years old to fourteen. 
Of theſe, one was drawing figures, another a land- 
ſcape,” a third a perſpective vie w, a fourth engrav- 
ing, a fifih carving, a ſixth turning in Wood, a! 
ſeventh writing, an eighth cutting! out linen, a 
nother making a gown, and by them an e by 
chair and a tent, with embroidery, finely fancied; 
N it "hich wed!terwards found hid been left ye 


q | Warn 
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11 young girl who was gone to _ on the harp- 
1 Heber; ard mM 2 | an MR 
d 1 e we IT 900 all ee 1 «nd the” 
houſe-keeper introduced us, by ſaying, faw "us 
Ty ſtanding under a tree 9 avoid the ſtorm, and fo had 
h deſired us to Walk in. The ladies received us with 
ol the greateſt politeneſs, and expreſſed concern, that 
ly when their houſe was ſo, near, we ſhould have 


recourſe to ſo inſufficient, a ſhelter. Qur 21 
at the ſight of ſo uncommon A "ſociety, ocda oned 
our making but an aukward return to their obliging 
reception; nor when we obſerveck ho-] many * 
arts we had. interrupted, could we avoid being 
aſhamed that we had then intrude upon them. 


But before I proceed farther, I ſhalt Te 
to give you ſome idea of the perſons. of the ladies, 
whoſe minds. I ſhall,” afterwards beſt deſcribe by” 
their actions. The two who ſat in the bow win-" 
dow were called Mrs. Maynard and Nrs. Se Selvyn. 
Mrs. Maynard is between forty and fifty vent ot 
age, a little woman, well made, with' a hiyely”. 
and genteel air, her hair, black, and her eyes G 
the ſame colour, bright and piereing, her features 
os. and complexion agreeable, though brown. 

er countenance expreſles all the Uvacity the 
youth, tempered with a ny Reh 
her age. | * RI £7 

Mrs. Selvyn can ſcarcely be called tall, dag 
the approaches that ſtandard. Her features a 
too Irregular to be handſome, but there is a ſen- 
ſibility and e in her countenance which 
Tender. her ling y op; and her erſon is. 
e VI e g e . Foy 5 
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A Mancel, whona we had diſturbed from: ler 
painting, is tall and finely formed, has great ele- 
FM: > o* figure, and is graceful in every motion. 
Her hair is of à fine brown, ker eyes blue, with all | 
"that ſenſible ſweetneſs whick is peculiar” to, that 
colour. In ſhort ſhe excels in every beauty but 
the bloom, which is ſo ſoon faded, and fo impoſ- 
ſible to be imitated by the utmoſt efforts of art, 

nor has ſhe ſuffered any farther” by years than the 
loſs of that radiance, Which renders beauty rather 
note relplendlent. than more . Ter 1h 
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"Mrs, Trenthain, tt was carving by her, was 
the talleſt of the cothpatiy, and in dignity of air 
particularly excels, but her features and complex- 
ion have been ſo injured by the ſmall pox, that one 
cau but juſt guels they were once uncommonly fine; 
a a ſweetneſs of countenance, and a very ſenfible look, 

indeed, ſtill remain; and have bafffed all the moſt 
cruel ravages of that * AP ig 


Lady Mary genes, whom we Sin eving 

| Na. to have been rather pleaſing than beautiful. 
She, is thin and pale, but a pair of the fineſt black 
eyes Levet ſaw, ahimate, to a great degree, acoun- 
tenance, which ſickneſs has done its utmoſt to ren- 
der languid, but has, perhaps, otily made more 
delicate and amiable. Her perſon is exquiſitely geti- 
teel, and her voice, in- common ſpeech, enchagit- 
ing) y melodious. 
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Mrs. Morgan, the" lady "hs i PPPs 
pears to be upwards of fifty, tall, rather . 
and extremeſy majeſtic, an air of dignity diſtinguiſh; 
es her perſdn, and every virtue is engraven in inde- 
+ ible characters on her countenance. There is 4 
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MILLENIUM HALL „ 
benignity in every look, which Tenders the decline 


g 
f of life, if poſſihle, more amiable. than the bloom of +: | 
th. One: weuld almoſt. think nature had fonmed i 
*1 r for a common. parent, ſuch; univerſal and ten- 
5 der benevolence beams fen une _ He. 2 
t e 4311 17 955 2 
1 The dreſo of the ladies was thus far. uniform the, 
ſame neatneſs, the ſame ſimplicity and cleanlineſs | 
8 appeared in each, and they were all in luteſtring 
An night · gow ns, thoughref different colours, nor or; was 
Wo here any tliing unfulhiſonable in their appearance, 
except that they Mere ſtee from any trum 1 
* ornaments. The girls were all cloth'd n 
ir coats, but not uniform in colour, their linen ex- 
5 tremely white and clean though, coarſe. Some of 
of them were pretty, and none had; any defect in 
55 perſon to take: off fram that general pleainguel 
1 | whieh attends youth; and innogence - (becne 
4 2 11 pit 5 14 ur ibm cab rd 01 ee 


They had been taught; ſuch. an habit of atten- 

tion, that they ſeemed not at all diſtuthed by our 
[|| converſation, Which was of that general king, as 
„ might mawrallybe expected on ſuch an OU, 
4 though: ſupported hy: the: ladies with more ſenſhis 
* vivacity and — than is uſual, where part 
of the company are ſuch total ſtrangers to the reſt ; 


rely till by chante eee ; 3 | 
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2 eee L fo: het, L ak her. 1 
dee got unkaowvn to me, but could not recdllect 
ere or when I had been accquainted With her,. 

5 but hen name brought to my recollection, that ſhe 


if * was not only an old acequaintance, . : 
ide” lation. I obſerved, that ſhe had looked on me with 
Rp . particular attention, and — 1 3 
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4 Ds ES cxteTion or” $5 
leave to aſk her, of what family of 8 ſhne de 
was? her anſwer confirmed my ſuppoſition, and as re 
ſhe told me, hat ſhe believed ſhe had ſome re- ex 
membrance of my face, I ſoon made her recollect bo 
our affinity and former i intimacy, though my rwenty> | nit 

Wa 
be 


years abode in Jamaica, the alteration the cli. 
mate had wrought in me, and time had made in 
us both, had e effaced us from eren other” 5 
memory. J 15 a fot. A IT 281 E 125 
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5 There is wink Seats ih Mins * W 
ance of our youth; a'thouſand-pleaſing ideas accorn- 
pany it; many mirthful ſcenes and juvYenile amuſe- 
ments return to the remembrance, and. make us, 
as it were, live over again what is generally the 
moſt pleaſing part of life. Mrs. Maynard ſeemed: 
no lefs ſenſible of the ſatisfaction arifing from :ithis 
trait of thoughts than myſelf, and the reſt ob the 
company were ſo indulgently : good-natured; as, in 
pearance, to ſhare them with us. The tea table 
by no means 97 4% pted dur converſatioh, and I. 
believe 1 ſnhould hade forgot that our journey Was 
not at an end, if a ſervant had not brought in word, 
13 my man, who had obſerved our motions, Was 
+ - == Saw us, that eee W not de re⸗ 
—_— t ni 21 <q 13 20: ISV rin 
4 5 125 Y1 of? x 4 _ $93 1 1 nee, 241 5 
bee ladies eee bees aluvichoughs 
their equipage was in order, they would: not ſuffer 
it to put an end to a pleaſure they owed. to the acci- 
; on which had happened to ours, and inſiſted wwe 
made i them our company - Hitt ehe ſmith had... 
made eſfary repatatioms, adding; that Lc, 


5 . dee depriving Mrs, Maynard 

10 ſobn of the faticfa@iorlh received from baving -- 

._  fecovered ſo long loſt a relation. I was little.incli- © 
ned a _ this invitation: pleaſure” was the chief 
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0 deſign of my journey, and I ſaw not how I. could 

0 receive more, than by remaining in a family ia; 

ö extraordinary, and ſo perfectly agreeable;,.. When 
„ both parties are well agreed, the nęceſſary cetemo- 
3 nies previous ta a complianct ate ſoon over, | and if 
6 was ſettled that we ſhould: not — Aa: eee 
a before the next day at ſoonele.”. derer 

I 
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N eee her rain. 8 it 3 
'K ble to ſtir aut of the houſe z my couſin, who! ſeem . 
— ed to think variety neceſſary to amuſe, aſked if we 

= loved muſic? Which being anſwered in the affitma - g 


— tive, the begged the: other ladies to entertain us 
* with one of their family concerts, and we joining 
E in the petition, proper orders were given, and we 
& adjourned into another room, which was well fur-. 


is niſhed: with: muſical inſtrumentz. Over the door 
i was a beautiful faint. Cecilia, painted in crayons by 
iW Mrs. Mancel, and a fine piece of catved work er, 
le the chimney, done by Mrs. Trentham, which was: 

1 a very artificial neee of every fort of — 
AS Wr 85 Nini QI490S | 
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While we wank: 1 benen 4 
the company took their reſpective places; e 1 
Mancel ſeated herſelf at the harpſichord, Lady Ma. 
ry Jones played on the arch lute, Mts. Maman on +. 
the organ, Mrs. 'Selvym and Mrs. Trentham — Fo 
on. the fix-ſtringed - baſs; the ſhepherd who; had, 
charmed us in the field was there with his German, 
flute; a | venerable looking man, who is their 
ſtewatd, played on the violipcello, a lame youth; - 2 
an the French horn, another, who ſeemed, very, . 
nent blind, ono the baſſoon, and, to on the fid⸗ _ 
die. My couſün had no. ſhare in the, performance: 
except ſinging agreeahly, wherein ſhe was joined: 
by 1 of the ladies, and where the mufic could 


54 


the day, without any of thoſe exceſſes which ſo 
oſten turn it into ſenſeleſs: revelry. The:conver-. 


8 left us ſtill more churmed with: tlie ſocĩety into 
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bear it, by ten of the young girls, with two or 
three others: whom we had not ſerng and whoſe 
voices and marmer were equally: pleafing. They 
performed ſeverul of the finoſti piecemwot he Mei · 
ah and. Judas Maceabeus, 1 —— exquiſite taſte, 
and the meſt exadt time. There was a ſuffici - 
ent number of performers: to give the choruſes 
all their pomp and fullneſs, and the ſongs were 
ſung in a manner ſo touching and pathetic, | as 
could be equalled hy none, whoſe hearts were: 
not as Huch affected) by the words, as their 
ſenſes were by tie muſic: The ſight of ſo many 
lietle innocents joining in the moſt ſublime bar- 
moty,” made me almoſt think myſelf already a- 
mongſt the heavenly choir, and it, was a 
mottifieation' to me to be brought back to: this: 
ſenſunk world; y - d groſs an attraction as 4 call. 
* ſupper, Whielr p an end to our convert, and 
carried us to ansther room, where e ee A. 
"repaly mote elegant rer onary Hh cat 
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The evening nt is the moſt err of 


. fation after 


ſuppor wap: patticulariy-animared; and 


which chance had introduced us; the ſ ajes 
of their wit, the. juſtneſs of their. ned an gn 
dignity: which aceompanied their vivacity, . 
evineed with how much greater ſtrengthi the mird 
Can exert itſelf in a regular and rational way of. 
fie, than in a courſe of diſſipation. At chis-houfe 
every change came too ſoon, time ſeemed rede 
y le portion of wings, eleven o'oek ſtruck and! 
the ladies ordered ti ſervant to 177 155 our rooms, 


"_— 5 to: theirs,” » 
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It was impefible for Rene yy to 
we had ſpent an Hout in talking o this amiable 
family, with whom he could. not help being much 
delighted; thougtr he obſerved; ( they were very 
« deficient in the bon ton, there was tov mucii 
« ſolidity in all they ſaid, they would trifle with 
6 trifles indeed, but had not art of treating 
© more weighty- ſubjects with the fame” light-- 
„ neſs, which” gave them an air of ruſticity 5 AN} 
© he did not - doubt; But on '# more intimate ae- 

5 -quaittince we ſhould find their! manners much 
ruſticated, and their heads filled with antiqua- 
ted notions, by n out of __o 


« great world.“ 


— "_ 


- Troſe the next morning; y * am to 
make tile day, hielt I pur Hf thElaſt, of "my 
abode in this maiifion; as long T could. I went 
direfMy* into the garden,. whiehy by what I ſaw 
from the houſe, was extremely pretty. As'T paſſed 
by the windows. of the ſaloon, I perceived: thel ladies 
and their little pupils were earlier riſers than myſelf, 
for they were all at their various employments. 1 
firſt went into the gayeſt flower garden Lever be- 
held. The rainbow exhibits not half the variety of 
tints, and they are ſo artfully mingled; and ratiged 


to make ſuch a Harmony of Sour. as taught me 
— much the moſt beautiful objects may be im- 


judicious diſpoſitiem of them. d 
metz bel of flowers Bra ney ſhirubbery; ee | 
thing ſweet and pleaſinig is: collected! As 8 la- 
dies have no taſte but what is directed by 
ſenſe, nothing found a place here from bein ing ly 
uncommon,” for they think: few things "i 
rare but betauſe they are little le 
indeed 3 it is plain they are free from "ey 


: 
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of mind, which makes people value a thing the 
more for i its being poſſeſſed by no one but them- 
ſelves. Behind the ſhrubbery is à little wood, 
which affords a gloom, rendered more agreeable 
by its contraſt with the dazzling beauty of that part 
of the garden that leads to it. In the high pale 
which encloſes this wpod I obſerved a lite door; 
4 curioſity ĩnduced me 10 paſs: through it; I-. found 
it opened on a row of the neateſt cottages Lever 
=. ſaw, which” the wood had concealed from my 
view. They were new and uniform, and there 
fore I imagined all dedicated to the ſame purpoſe. 
Seeing a very old woman ſpinning at. one of the doors, 
Laccoſted her, 125 admiring the neatneſs of her * 
bitation. 


N Ay, indeed Gid ſhe, it is a moſt comfortable 
plwace, God bleſs 8 ladies Iand my neigh- 
By pour are as happy as princeſſes, we have every 
1 c wing we want and wiſh, and who can ſay more? 
Very few ſo much, anſwered I. but pray what 
14 © ſhare have the ladies in procuring the Were 

7 ſeem ſo ſenſible of. | 

* Why, Sr, continued the old.y woman,; At. is 50 
"4 owing to them. I was almoſt ſtarved when they 
2 put me into this houſe, and no ſhame of mine, 
<. for; ſo were my neighbours too; perhaps we 
4 were not ſo pains-taking as we might have 
1 « been; but that was not our faults, you know, 
A a8 68 had not things to work with, nor any 
5 _ £:body;to ſet = to work, poor folks cannot know, 
Devery thing as theſe good ladies Ls We. were 
half dead for want of victuals, and then 
ple have not courage to ſet about any ing. 
0 {Nap all; the pariſh were ſo when they c 

5 into it, young, and old, there was Let much 
"ts 
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MILLENIUM "HALL 14: 
to chuſe, few of us had rags to cover us, or 
a morſel of bread to eat, except the two Squires; "% 
they indeed grew rich, becauſe they had our 
work, and paid us not enough to keep life 
and ſoul together; they live above a mile off, 
ſo perhaps they did not know how poor | 
e were, I muſt ſay that for them; the la- 
ies tell me I ought not to ſpeak againſt them, 
A {0 every one has faults, only we ſee other peo- 
ple's, arid are blind to bur own; and certainly it 
„eis true enough, for they are very wiſe ladies as 
well as good; and muſt! know'fuch mas 


TIS g 
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As my 7 hew 8 2 as 1 
as her age promiſed, I hoped for full ſatisfaction, 
and aſked hen, © How the and her (neighbours em- 

* ployed themſelves ?*'* Not all Ake, , replied the 

* good woman, I will tell you, all aboyt i. There 

© are twelve of us that live here. We have.evety 


* one a houſe of two Rooms, as you may ſee, de. = 


© fide other conveniencies, and each a little garden, 
*, but though we are ſeparate, we agree as well, 
* perhaps better, than if we lived together, and 
all help one another. Now there is neighbour 
Suſan, and neighbour Rachel; Suſan is lame, ſo 
* ſhe ſpins! cloaths for Rachel; and Rachel cleans 
? Suſan's houſe, and does ſuch things for ber as 
ſhe cannot. do for herſelf. The ladies ſettled all 
© theſe matters at- firſt,. and told us, that as they, 
© to. pleaſe God, aſſiſted us, we muſt in order to 
© pleaſe him ſerve others; and that to make us 
happy they would put us in a way, poor as we 
Are, to do good to many. Thus neighbour Jane, 
ho poor woman is almoſt: —— deaf, they 
ft Na would have a melancholy life if ſhe was 
d be always ſpinning and knitting, ſeeing other 
+ her talking, and not be —— to 
- © hear 
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© hear a -word they. laid, ſo the ladies buſy her: 
* in making broths. and caudles, and ſuch things, 


© for alli the, ſick poor in this and the next pa- 


© riſn, and two of us are fixed upon to carry 
© what-they-have made to thoſe that want them; 
to viſit | 208g! Pry and ſpend more or. leſs, time 
with them every day according, as they have, or 
© have not relations to take care of them; for 
though the ladies always hire nusſes for thoſe 
ho are very ill, yet they will not truſt quite 
© 0 them, make us overlook. them, ſo 
5 that in à ſickly time we -fhatl be all day go- 
6 1 from one to another.” 


„ But, ſaid 4 there Are, 7 many chil- 


8 ede bow happens that? n 996: 


* ow: theyare not pour own! rig 1 11 
iu , 

5 Ohl a8 for that, replied my intelligencer, Þ 

< will: tell yeu how that is. You muſt. know 
© theſe.-pood! ladies, heaven preſerve. them! take 
c every child after the fifth of every poor perſon, 
Llassſqen as it can walk, till when they, pay the 
mother for; nurſing it; theſe: children they ſend: 
< to, us to keep out of harm, and as ſoon as they 
an hold a; knitting-needle to teach them to 
knit, and to ſpin, as much as they can be taught 
before they are four or five years old, when they 
are removed into one of the ſchools. They are 
pretty company for us, and make us mothers 
again, as it were in our old age; then the chil- 


© dren's relations are: all ſo fond of us for our care 


© of them, that it makes us a power of friends, 
_ © which you know is very pleaſant, W 


Reeg mon them but their "OO _ | N | 
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Here l tntesruptedier by 1 nts muſt - 
take up a great deal of time, and ſtop ther work, 
ene leſſen their profits. 1 | 
© There is nothing in that, continued the good 
woman, the ladies ſteward ſends us in all we 
want in the way of meat, drink, and firing; 
and our. ſpinning we curry to the ladies; they 
© employ' a poor old weayer,, who before they 
came broke for want of work, to weave it for 
* us, and when there is not enough they put more 
toit, ſo we are ſure to have our cloathing; if we 
* ar& not idle that, is all they deſire, except that 
we ſhould” be cleanly too, There never paſſes 
a day that one or other of the ladies does not 
come and look all over our houſes, which they 
tell as, and. certainly with truth, for it is 2 
12 deal of trouble E is all for our good, 

that we cannot be - healthy if we are not 
* clean and neat. Then every ſaint's day, and 

* every ſunday after church, we all go down to 

* the hall, and*® the. ladies read ers, and a 
© ſermon to us, and their own” family; nor do 
they ever come here without giving us ſore” 

good advice. We” uſed to- quarrel, to be ſure, 
ſometimes when we firſt⸗ — — to theſe: houſes, 
but the ladies condeſcended to make it up 

amongſt us, and ſhewed us fo kindly» ho. 
much it was our duty to agree togethet, and 
to forgive every body their faults, or elſe we 
could not hope to be forgiven by God, againſt 

. whom we ſo often ſinned, that now we love 
one another like ſiſters, or indeed better, for 
2 „J 6ften ſes ſuch quarrel. Beſide they have taught 
us that we are generally in fault ourſelves; and 
we Hod now that we take care not to r 
| e L 


R aA a = 


—  W 


20 Ai. Dec RIPTION OF 
© © verſe, our neighbours are ſeldom in he; wrong, 
and when they are, we bear with it in hopes they 
will bear with us when we are as much to 
blame, which we may be ſure enough will hap- 
pen, let us try ever ſo much to the contrary. 
Then the ladies ſeem ſo pleaſed when we do 
2 kindneſs to one another, as to be ſure is 
a great encouragement; and if any of us are 
25 they are ſo careful and ſo good, that it 
© would be a ſhame if we did not do all we can for one 
another, who have been always neighbours and 
© acquaintance, when ſuch great ladies, who ne- 
„wer knew us, as, I. may ſay, but to make 
© us' happy and have-nofreaſon to take care of 
Tue but that we are poon, es 0 eee one! 
Beer mer 10 1 % no” iH: 15s 
* 4 i lie cot 64 oy * 
1 8 | with - the ved 'effe which 
me charity of her benefaQtors had on the mind, 
= as well as the ſituation of this- old woman, whoſe 
neighbaurz by her own account” were equally bene- 
fitted by the — they received, that 1 ſhould 
havè ſtayed longer with . if a bell had not 
rang 14 Hall which ſhe informed me 
was a ſummons to breakfaſt. I obeyed its call, 
and after thanking. her for her converſation, re- 
turned with a heart warmed and enlarged, to 
the. amiable: ſociety, My mind was ſo filled 
_ with! exalted refleQions on their virtues, that 1 
Was les attentive to the charms of inanimate 
8 well peſſed W "ae ag 
; 9 IK Wo 


Alter | breakfaſt Fin ho propoſad a. - walk," 
and as: : they: had ſeen: the courſe. I took: whey 1 
firſt went hay they led us a 22 way, leſt, 
h ball, I. ſhould, be tired with the erte 


* . 
„ I : | | — 1 


- N * 
0 > « s 
* 5 8 . 1 8 4 
K — 4 "= : . 4 A G . = Y 
. 14 o | 3+ ”"_ 0 © - my p = — * 


8.8. 


63 


c 
c 
( 
2 


a «a K 


8 


"LETT 


2 


a .a& 


F 


* — 


k 


5E 9.8 


Pk . 


MILLENIUM HALL. 
of the ſame ſcene. I told them with great truth, 


/ that what I had beheld could never weary, for 
90 virtue is a ſubject we muſt ever contemplate with 
bl freſh delight, and as ſuch examples could not 
. fail of improving every witneſs of them, the 
15 < pleaſure. of reflection would encreaſe, - as one 
I daily grew more capable of enjoying it, by cul- 
e < tivating| kindred ſenſations.“ By ſome more 
it - explicit hints they found out to What I alluded, 
=_ and thereby knew where I had been, but turn- 
id * ing the converſation to preſent objects, they con- 
e- ducted us to a very fine wood, which is laid out 
re | with ſo much taſte, that Lamont obſerved. the 
of - artiſt's hand was never more diſtin and 
n. perceived in various ſpots the e direction of the 
E per ſon at preſent en famous-for 10 3 im- 
8 5 provenntnt:: 1213011504 a: By Ig} 10 & 61 210 
ch ; | 10 G 22 * #4, . 


The ladies Wi. mo one of. them; anſwered, | 
2 | He did their wood great honour, in thinking art 
ne- had lent her aſſiſtance to nature, but that there 
ald ' vas little in that place for which they were not 

t * ſolely. obliged to the latter. Mrs, Trembam 


prised at this] piece N and though 
8 be would bave thought + it fill eee 


not ſu of his admiration: and ſurprize, Every 
8 ws terminated by ou noble bee. In 


IO 18213 , Len 


* 
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* 0 


interrupted her who was ſpeaking, and. told us, 
that, As ſhe; had no ſhare in the i improvements — 
which had been made, ſhe might with the better” © 
grace aſſure Mr. Lamont, that Lady Mary 
Jones, Mrs. Mancel, and Mrs. Morgan, were 
the only perſons who had laid out that Wood, 
Jand the commoneſt labourers: in the country had 
- 5 executed their orders. Lamogt was much ve 


-daguriful, had it been the deſign of dhe: perſon; he = | 
end yet truth is ſo powerful, that he could | 
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ſeveral places are ſeats formed with ſuch ruſtic 
. ee as have more real in them, 
deans deform in -the:moſt e buildings. 
On an eminence, boſomed high in tufted. trees,” 
is a temple dedicated to ſolitude. The ſtructure 
is · an exquiſite piece of architecture, the -proſpeQ 
from it noble and extenſive, and the - windows ſo 
- placed, that one ſees no houſe but at ſo conſider- 
--able-s Uiſtance, -as-not to take off from that ſoli- 
-tary air, which is agreeable to a temple 
declaredly dedicated to ſolitude. The: moſt. beauti- 
ful in the view is a very river, in rea- 
_"hty-an arm of the ſea, little more than a quarter 
P. of a mile diſtant from the building; about three 
miles it lies the ſea, on which the ſun then 
"ſhone, and made it danalingly bright. In the tem- 
ple is a picture of — another of Si- 
lence, two of various birds and animals, and a 
couple of e light err workmanſhip of 
- he" "a 


| - rivaltet, which flows in meanders through the reſt of 
=. + the'wood; ſometimes concealed from view, and then 
wpesting at the next tut of the walk. The 

1 well peopled with pheaſants, wild turkies, 


Is and hares, who live ſo urmnoleſted, that 
they. ſeem to have forgot 3 


WF 
* 


in chat wood, none but natural evil ean 
them, and from that they are defended as much u 
4 5 arp We there walked joint tenants of *the 
© ſhade,*-with the animal race; and 2 perfect eqqun- 
ET nero renee 
creation, 
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: 1 Cloſe by the temple guns a gentle armacrins 
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© and* the folitary place ſhall be glad "for them, 
and the deſart aal wy 5. . bloſſom as 
c the roſe.” "oy 


in a moſt beautiful 


coral, and ſuch ſhells, as are · at once both-fine and 
de All of the gla 


through the wood, falls down ene ſide ef the 
ity, broken into various 
ſtreams by the ſpar and coral, and paſſing through, 
forms a fine caſcade juſt at the foot of the grotto, - 
from whence it flows.nts the river. Great eare is 


-gretto with great 


bee 
1 


MILEENIUM HALL. 
creation. One could © ſcarcely! ſorbear thi 


< lye down with the kid ; and he calf, and the 
lion, and the fa 


«young child ſhall lead them. The wilderneſs 


At che verge * this FO a. 


the river I have mentioned, without perceiving 


we were entering a -bailding, fo well is the out- 
fide of it concealed by trees, we found-ourſelves 
grotto, made of ſoſſils, ſpats, 


e ex- 


claded, and by the mend Lak licity-preſerved, 
one would imagine it the — © ſome devout 
anchoret. Ivy and moſs in ſome places cover, 
while they ſeem to unite, the ſeveral materials of 


the variegated walls. The rivulet which" runs 


taken to prevent the place from grewing damp, fo 


C3 XD #8930 . 
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' thoſe happy times were come when. The wolf 
„ thall' dwelÞ with the lamb; and the leopard ſhall 


ding together, and a 


"that we fat ſome time in it with ; admiring 
. ſmooth an roo ſive es to hich it Res 
* 7 een. I? 2 Us "I e 

= 918. 
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they never neglect, we were 
this lovely ſcene, - where I think I could - 
dere ay i with pleaſure, and to return 
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that we came, traverſing the , other fide. of the 
wood. In one ſpot where we went near the verge, 
10 I :obſerved a pale, Which, upon examination, I 
found was continued for ſome acres, though it 
was remarkable only. in one place. It is painted 
green, and on the inſide a hedge of yews, laurel, 
and other thick ever-greens, riſe to about ſeven or 
eight feet high. I could not forbear aſking what 
was thus ſo carefully encloſed? the ladies miled 
on each other, but evaded anſwering my queſtion, 
which only encreaſed my, curioſity. Lamont, 
- not leſs curious, and more importunate, obſerved, 
that the inclofure bore ſome reſemblance to one 
of Lord Lamore's, where he kept lions, tygers, 
© leopards, and ſuch foreign animals, and he 
545 would be banged, if the ladies had not made 
- *, ſome ſuch collection, intreating that he might 
; = be admitted to ſee. them; for nothing. gave him 
greater entertainment than to -. behok | thoſe 


beautiful wild beaſts, brought out of their 


native woods, here they had reigned as kings, 
and here tamed and ſubjected by the ſuperior 
* att, of man. It Wag a b of human 
7 * reaſon, e _ not fail — TI, e 1152 
eee 4 1:05 batß dat 5 r tas 


- - 5 —— 02 7 9 


va Not. to Us, S * Ke Gir, WE; Mes. 

90 Mancel, when reaſon appears only in the exer- 
WW tion of cruelty; and tyrannical oppreſſion, it is 
--< ſurely not a gift to be boaſted of. When a man 
forces the furious ſteed to endure the. bit, or 
© breaks oxen to the yoke, the great benefits 


he receives from, and communicates to the ani- 


57 mals, excuſes ay forcible. methods by which; it 
is accompliſhed. But to ſee a man, from à vain 
„ deſize to have in his poſſeſſion the native of 
c f another climate and: er, ene reds 


* 18 a1 1 7 — 2 — 5 
> - : R * 
, 5 , 2 7 © _ 1 2 * 
a a — "WV" 3 8 err 8 
. N 3 5 


S 


 ® + MW Tm. 


2 


Ss rsg gor 


2 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Difficulties; not from any Apprehenſions 
of lofing by the Book; for great Part of the Im- 
preſſion is beſpoke; his Anxiety ariſes from the 


making him a Compliment in the Beginning 3 


he hopes the Reader will impute- to its proper 
_ Cauſe, namely, „ . 0A 


which is too apt to exalt the Object it 


much Conſequence to be obſtinately contradifted 3 


* and as the Bookſeller could not prevail on him, "SY 


xer- eee. of it will not be imputed. 
it i 0 a0y other Motive, bu tht of his Reina.” 


HE Publiſher of this Volume is under ſome 
Author's addrefling the Volume to him, and 
which, as he is corifcions he does not deſefve, . . 


The Gentleman who wrote this Volume, isof too 
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« aifine andi noble creature to miſery, and confſine 
him within narrow incloſures whoſe happineſs 
« conſiſted in unbounded liberty, ſhocks my na- 
« ture. There is, I confeſs, ſomething fo amiable 
in gentleneſs, that I could be pleaſed with ſee- 
ing a tyger carels its keeper, if the cruel means 
« by. which the; fierceft of beaſts is taught all the 
« ſervility of a fawning ſpaniel, did not recur every 
« inſtant to my mind; and it is not much leis 
« abhorrent! to my nature, to ſee. a venerable 
kon jumping over a ſtick, than it would be o 
| « behold an hoary philoſopher forced by ſome 
* « cruel tyrant to ſpend his days in whipping a top, 
« or playing with a rattle. Every thing to me 
i loſes its charm when it is put out of that ſtation- 
117. wberein nature, or to ſpeak more properly, tle 
all- wiſe Creator has placed it. I imagine man - 


e has a right to uſe the animal race for his wn» 

„ eeſervation, perhaps for bis convenience, but 
certainly not to treat them with wanton cruelty, 

and as it is not in his power to give them any 

Neu thing ſo valuable as their liberty, it is, in mp7) 

» 4 pigion, eriminal to enſlave them, in ordet to 

Hum F procure Surſelves a vain amuſement, if Ge 

daa .- have fo little feeling as to find any, while bir 

1 81 ſuffer.“ | [ 5 ner gil 10 #1 S114 357 3 3 >. WM 


| ; © believe madam, replied Lamont, it is moſt 
14%: 0: WF, adviſeable for me not to attempt to defend what 
% I, have faid ; ſheuld I have reaſon on my fide, 
is gon have humanity on yours, I ſhould make 
but g pad figure in the argument. What ad- 
Yamage; could I expect from applying to the 
ungerſtanding, while: your amiable diſpoſition 
Would captivate even reaſon itſelf? but ſtill lam 
12 th ie 3 0 oh» 'B Ges 7 puzaled; | 
Wq- | 4 
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«© puzzled; what we behold is certainly. ant in- 


dluſure, how can: tltat be witheut vconfdemedt 
ke: " theſe ne el n lr ; 


© 
(1 
0 
ot 9 1 F «273413 * c 
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- After knvinig decken, W niuch!: 3 * tyranny, 
c ſaid Mrs. Mancel ſmiling, I do not know. | 
© ther: Þ ſhould: be htl, if Fleft'you-to be y 
rannized by curioſity, which! I believe can infit· © 
very — at lenſt, if U may be allowed 
to judge by the means often dabe to ſutisfy Wl © 
It. Twilf' therefore gratify your-witlithe KHD * 

6 


fledge of what is within this incloſare, whieh 
makes ſo extraordinary! an impreſſion upon you. 
It is, then, an aſylum: fon thoſe poor creatures 
© who! are rendered! miſerable flo ſome natural TR 
_ © deficiency. or redundamey Here they find re- 
« fuge from the tyranny of thoſe” wretehes,' who 

< ſeern'toithinkthat being two or three fees teller 

gives them a right, to make themi''a/propeity,' i © © 
and expoſe their unhappy: forms to: the contemp- f 
tuous curioſity of theunthinking malütude Pro- 
© oruſtes has been branded through all ages with © ft 
the name of tyrant; and prineipally, as it ap- 

<- pears, from fitting the/ body of every ſtranger 
ta bed which he kept as the neveſſary ſtandard, 

« cutting off the legs of thoſe whoſe height" ex- 
«© ceeded the length of it, and ſtretching on the 
rack ſuch as fell ſhort of that meaſure; till they 
g attained the requiſite proportion. But is not 
© almoſt every mam a Prooruſtes d we have not the 

power of ſhe wing our cruelty exatty in the ſame 

method; but actuated by the like ſpirit, we 
„ abridge of their liberty, and torment by Teort, 
all who: either fall ſhort; or exceed the "uſual 
_ ©: ſtandard, if they happen to have tlie 'additiont 
65 'mifortune of poverty. © Perhaps we are io 
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e part mere ſuſcrptiblegthan in dur valiity, How + 
© 96h” thery malt theſe peer wretklles ſüffer, 
" © whoſe d would lead!! them . 10 Wit to Be 
( « ſecluded from human view, in being expoled 
; « to the public, whoſe, obſervations are no better 
17? I © thi expreſforid of ſerif}, and Re are ſurprized 


* 2 that fy Ring leſs: than thetaſeives cart 
ay, pen er appear” like itelligene einge. Bar 
weep Bt © tie is onty part flak they have” to efi- 
ety © dufte As if chef defi- in Height deprived 
e-. chen of the natürab right o air and ſunſhine, 
men © they are kept eottined! ity" trial! rooms, and he- 


© cauſe they HlMHefd ſpace than common, are ſtuff- 


ed inte chaits'ſo little that they ate _— 
brd — 4 pat of glbves ee . 
N 111 70 of 20 187 Ia Ui 74 
e miſetadie trentmbnd If perſons: een 
6 compiſion ode if enden, = 
dulgente, determine® us his "worſt 


« ſort of ſlaves: aid in this al we hive five WO 
© owed their' wretthednefs tö“ beitig only three 
© foot high; one grey*headed"toothii old man of 
© ſixteen years of age, a woman of about ſeven 
6 foot in height eight, and a mar Mer would® be "itt 
< taller, if the extteme wenknels of his body” 1550 
© the wretched: life he fur ſotte time led, 
© hands of one of thefe monſteremongers, did de 

make Him end alm double, and oblige Hit to 
* willy 2 N which inflrmities He is 


„ 215 * che 


Ws were ay denten of Ep ehfran- | 
ehifed” co but Mrs: Morgan told“ us 1 it was 
that they ſeldom granted, for fear of inflifling 


te io „de of the pains «from which they ka egdea- 
. B 2 ' youred 
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den, and o take no more than a civil notice of its 


which were fed here. for. the uſe of the hall, and 
kept with, the mgſt. exact cleanlineſs. The other 


which were cultiyated* with. great delight by theſe 


each corner was an arbour made with woodbines 


7 th Feſfve ole. poor creatures, but ſhe 
in, and aſk. if they had no objection to 

5 5 and, if 3 ee cl ten 

41 — , nerd rt. 
3 9121 ale eln 2 

This tenderneſs | to . who were 1. 
ſuch high obligations, charmed me. She ſoon re- 
turned with the permiſſion we wiſhed, but intreated 
us to 115 our attention to the houſe and gar- 


5 nF We promiſed Obedience, and fol- 4 
lowed. her. Her advice was, almoſt unneceſſary y. thi 
for the place could not have failed of attracting MW pe! 
our e obſervation... It was . a, quadran- aft. 
gle of about ſix. ACTES, | and the inward. part was Wot 
divided by nets into eight parts, four of. which this 
alternatively. were filled with, poultry, of all ſorts, 


four parts were. filled ruth. ubs and flowers, 
once unfortunate, buf low happy beings. A 
little ſtr: ran acroſs . the quadrangle, which | 
ſerved for drink to the poultry, and facilitated, the eſct 
watering of the flo E a Fl: have already ſaid, (WP: 
thaßz the inwar edge of the pale was a row of Phe 
ever-greens ; ;. at their feet were > hots of flowers, End- 
and a little gravel walk went round the whole. At N cu 


and jeſſamine, in one or two of. d there was 
YE an agreeable made. 0 


At one ſide of the quadran range was a very neat 
habitation, into which a dwar invited us to enter, 
to reſt ourſelves after our walk; they were all 


a e and e, and thus gave 15 
fu 


NAL LENIUNM HAL. 
ce full views Rem, which would have been u ſniock- 
+to ing fight, but for the reffexions we could not 
avoid making on their happy condition, and the 
very extraordinary humanity of the ladies to whom 
they owed it; ſo that inſtead of feeling the pain one 
der might naturally receive from ſeeing the human 
\ re- form ſo diſgraced, we were filled with admiration 
of the human mind, when ſo nobly exalted by vir- 
tue, as it is in the patroneſſes of theſe poor crea- 
tures, ho wore an air of *chearfulneſs, - which 
ſhewed” they thought the churkſhneſs wherewitli 
they had been treated by nature ſufficiently com- 
penſated. The tender inquiries the ladies made 
after their healths, and the kind notice they took 
of each of them, could not be exceeded by any 
thing but the affection, I might almoſt ſay: adora- 
_ with which theſe people beheld their benefac- 

enn o e 


This ſcene had made too deep an impreſſion on 
dur minds, not to be the ſubject of our diſcourſe 
all the way home, and in the courſe of conwerſa- 
ion, I learnt, that when theſe people were firſt 
reſcued out of their miſery, their healths were much 
Impaired, and their tempers more ſo: to reſtore 
he firſt, all medicinal : care was taken, me | 
and exerciſe aſſiſted greatly in their recovery} 

0 cure-the malady of the mind, and conquer. that 
nternal ſource of unhappineſs, was a work of 

onger time. Even theſe poor wretches had. their 
— Gſanity,v and would contend for ſuperior merit, of 
much, the argument was the möney their keepers 
ad gained in exhibiting them. To put an end to 


ry neat - ] 

EG s contention; the ladies „ them underſtand, 
alt what they” thought a ſubje& for boaſting, 

tf, usa only a proof of their being fo much farther 

"0 1555 n from 


8 
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from the uſual ſtandard / of the human form, and 
therefore.,a more extraordinary; ſpectacle... But 
it was long befose one of them could he per- 
ſuaded to lay aſide her pretenſions io ſuperiority, 
which ſhe claimed on account of an extreor- 
dinary banour ſhe bal tessived fram a great 
War ho had nen n of a ON 

Re M11. 77 Ne 1 © 110.901 


Adler Re) 8 ch; RR 
Firing - conviftion. of principles, of Which they 
had before no knowledge, the happibeſs of their 
fituatian, and ithe improvement of their healths, 

concurred to ſwesten their tempers,' and they 
now live in great harmany. They ate centire- 
ly miſtreſſes of their thouſe, have two maids 10 
wait on them, over | whom they have ſdle com- 
mand, and a perſon to do ſuch little things in their 
garden as they cannot themſelves perform ; but 
the cultivation of it is one of itheir great pleglures ; 
and by their extraqrtlinary. care, they have the 
fatisfaQioniof preſenting the ſineſt ;figwers of the 
ſpring 40 their beneſnAreſſe, Sen _—; Ar 
HOI a ather flace. 


\ "Ya they finſt came, the * tld: us, Abet 
tor they thad .congeied of being exhibited 

as tucblic lest had faxed in them ſuch a feat 
of heing ſeen by any rangers that the ſound: of 4 
with which they were nat agquainted at: 
9 the — ar the trampling of feat 
vould ſet; them all- a running! behiog the buſhos t6 
hide 9 —.—5 like do many timaraus parhrideg 
in a mew, hurny ing behind (ſheaves af carn, 
ſhelter; they even found x canveniemoe in th 
fize, which though at. 8 them e 
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and be ſeen, — N ſo N to find ug for 
But cOACcealmanks: olg. £43 45 Py 


+, 


r- Nn eth at zl * 2 905 enen 

. By degrees che dadies brought themado — 
For- to ſee their head ſurvanta, and ſome uf the beſt 
gat peaple in the pariſh; n that to render 
dan xt mare {agreeable 10 their: VI tors, they would 
entegtam hem wah Fruit a wine z adviſing 
them 40 aſſiſt their neighbours in plain work; 

thus to endear themſelxes to them, and pracure 
more frequent : viſits, Which as they choſe to ron · 
bine 4henſglves wäthin ſo narrow ha compaſs, 
and enjoyed but precarious health, their bene- 
factreſſes thought a neceſſary amuſement. Theſe 

recommendations, and the incidents wherewith 
their former lives had furniſhed! them to amuſe 
their company, and which they now could 


„ 


müre⸗ 
195 10 


8 relate with pleaſure, from the happy ſenſe that 
; but all mortifications were paſt, rendered their 


ures; _— ad. counted hang "that rank of 

* pceveted; e me, * their dillike-to-being 
ſeen by. . npmibers, muſt prevent their attendance 
on public ,worſhip;; but my cbuſinin formed me 
that was thus aveided. There was in the church 
en old gallery, which from diſuſe was growu out 
of reparr ; this the ladies cauſed to be mended, 
and the front of it ſo heightened, that theſe little 
folks vchen in it could not be {een ; the tall ones 
contrived hy /ſtooping when they were then not 
io appear of any extraordinary height: To this 
they, were conyeyed in the ladies coach, atid ſet 
— to oovered — ich led up to o the 
ler y. 91 
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This ſubject employed our conveylitibir OP 
we —_—— the hall; the ladies then, after 
inſiſting that we ſhould not think of going from 
thence that day, all leſt us except Mrs. Maynard. 
It may ſeem ſtrange that I was not ſorry 'for their 
departure; but, in truth, I was fo filled with 
attomſhment, at charaQers ſo new, and ſo eu- 
rious to know: by what ſteps women thus qualified 
both by nature and fortune to have the world al- 
moſt at command, were brought thus to ſeelude 
themſelves from it, and make as it were a new one 
tor themſelves, conſtituted on ſuch very diffe- 
rent principles from that I had hitherto ſived in, 
hat I longed to be alone with my couſin, in hopes 
might from her receive ſome account of this 
wonder. I ſoon made my curioſity rene 
beſeeched her to gratify it. 


PH 


1 : 


©I ſee no good reaſon, aid the; why 1 ſhoul 
not comply with your requeſt, as my friends are 
above wiſhing to conceal any part of their lives, 
though: themſclves are never the ſubjeQ of their 
22 converſation. If they have had any follies 
do not deſire to hide them; they have not 
© pri e enough to be hurt with candid-eriticiſms, 
and have too much innocence to fear any 
< ſevere cenſurcs. But as we did not all reach 
© this paradiſe at the ſame time, I ſhall begin with 
< the fitſt inhabitants of, and indeed the founders 
< of this ſociery, Mrs. Mancelcand' Mrs. Morgan, 
< who. from their childhood have been ſo con- 
nected, that I could not, if I veould, diſu- 
< nits them in my relation; and it would be almoſt 
© a: fin to endeavour to ſeparate them con in 
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Me ſat doun in an arbgur;; * 
us 19 ſeek there a defence. againſt. the ſun, which 
was then in its meridian, and ſhone with uncom- 
mon 7 The woodbines, the roſes, the jeſſa- 
mines, pinks, and above all, the minionette 
with * it was ſurrounded, made the air one 
general perfume ; every breeze came loaded with 
tragrancey ſtealing and giving odour. A rivulet 
ran bubbling by the fide of the arbour, whoſe 
gentle murmurs ſoothed the mind into compoſure, 
and ſeemed to huſh us to attention, when Mrs. 


Maynard- thus began, to hey! her readineſs to 
comply with my requeſt. | 
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OV may perhaps think I am preſuming on 
| your patience, hen I lead you into a nur- 
N ſery, ora poarding- ſcheol ; . <p the life o 
Þ © Louiſa Mancel, was ſo 21 55 chequered with that 
various fate, which gives this world the motle 

3 appearance of joy and ſorrow, pain and pleaſure 
that it is not in my power io paſs over the event 

of her. infancy. I ſhalff, however, ſpare you al 
- ©. - that is poſſible, and recommend her to your notict 
# . * 5 when the attracted the obſervation of M. 
Hintman. This gentleman hearing that a pe 
W. xp Who rented fome land of him was come to-London 
and lodged at one of thoſe public houſes which 
the landlord is called an inn, at the out-ſkirts « 
London, on the Surry- ſide; and having ſome ocei 
ſion to _ to him, he 1 28 thither. "TR: 7 
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ple ef the houſe called: the man Mr. Hintman 
cee bor, Who immediately came down 2 
Raws| wiping tears from His eyes; the contignu. 
ance of ich be could harũ ly reſtram: Mr. Hint- 
man aſhing ihe reaſon of thoſe ,appeart 


hes of 


ie loro, thm good- natur id old man d bim his vi- 
4. it had talled him from a ſcene wick had ſhock- © 


ed him exceſſively. | Ide firſt day I came here I} 
b ſaid he, 1 was induced by the; t nes 
* vrhich iſſued from the next chambe ry tor enquire 4 
* who (thereg' Hearot, it was 'a gentlewo- Þþ 
„mn, awholardived! the day before, and was in. 
* metlimelyqaken'fa til that they apprehended ber 
* life in danger; and, about two hours ago, the + © 
* maid of the houſe ran into my rom, bagging 
me to come to her aſſiſtance, tor the gentlewo- | 2 
I © manwasin ſuch ſtrong fits; The was not able to- 
= hold her. I obeyed the ſummons, and found © 
| the poor woman in fits indeed; but wiiat appear- 1. 
ede me che laſt agonies'of a life, which feat i 
© hayſted, Taviſhes away its ſmall remains. in Rrang 
ning on © convulſions. i e 4 * (115 YH. 
) a nur- aun 
e life o 
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By her bed- ſſde ſtood the: moſt beautiful child 

ith tha Lever behold, in appearance about tem ars of 
motley *-age, crying as its krtle heart would break; not 
leaſureſſi withithe vage of an infant; but wich the ſeitled 


" grief of a 1 years and att: 
en. Þ aſked her if the poor dying : woman Was 


r notic © her mother; the told me, no, he was only her 
of M augt; but to ber the ſume as a mother; and he 
rout Lis not know any one elſe that would tale care of © 
London ber 13:08 £8777 Go, © 
rhich . LIE YG 211200 4 ie CITE EB] Lo PB W — 
ſkirts : Aer a time the poor lwerhan'sconvethions teft 
me ocei ber ; ſhe juſt recovered ſenſe enough to embrace 
* F | 1 7 boat es child, 
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child, what will become of you! 2 8 
< helpless infant; and ſeeing me at her bed - ſide, ſhe 
17 liftequp- her hands in a ſuppliant poſture; and with 
eyes that petitioned in ſtronger terms than words 
could expreſs, Oh! Sir, ſaid ſhe, though you are 
<a ſtranger to me, yer I ſve you are not ſo to hu- 
-© manity ; — take pity on this forlorn child; 
her amiable diſpoſition will repay you in this 
world, — and the great fathe © 4 us all wilt 
reward you in the next, — — bong on 
da wretched friendleſs gel but why de I call her 
*friendleſs!—her innocence has the beſt of friends 
in heaven; —the Almighty; is à parent ſhe is 
| 7 not left to ſeek for ; he is never abſent Oh! 
bleſſed Lord!—cried ſnhe, with a degree of extaſy 
and confidence, which moft ſenfibly affected us 
all, — to thy care I refign her; thy tender mer+ 
c cies are over all thy works, and theu, . who! careft 
or the imalleſt part of thy creation; will not deny 
baer chy protection. Oh i Lord defend her inno- 


= after death; and, for all the reſt ſubmit to 
20 * thy providence; nor preſumptuouſly pretend, 
dd diictate to ſupreme wiſdom. art 2 
. © gracious: father; and the afflictions thou ſen- 
2 = deſt are Here her voce failed her gut by 
* her geſtures, we could perceive ſhe continued 
B „praying; and, having before thèe child 
5 *-in her arms; — the little angel continued 
there for fear of diſturbing her. By looks 
t ſometimes turned towards the poor infant, 
ud ſometimes with her hand on her on heart, 
and then her eyes lifted up as it were Jt; heaven, 
e ſaw ſhe mixed prayers for the little mourner, 

< with-ifterceſſions for herſelf, till ſenſe am o, 
ſtt,on ſeemed to fail her; * then "eh ip 
13 © convulſion, and expired. of 3 # 101 


' © cence! let her obtain a place in thiy kingdom 


4, 
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The little girl perceived ſhe was dead; 
and became almoſt as 8 lamp of 
clay which had fo lately: been her only, friend. 
We had but juſt taken her from the body, 
© ſir, n When you came; and this Was the 7 
c, occaſion." of the. emotions Ne eee, 10 
me. an ja 2 e Mp; 
ri 53 ber. . 
he Sade was indeed. Sion, el Mr. 1 
© Hintman, but I am glad ygur ſorrow proceeded 23 
from nothing more EI] . 
* ſelf Miſery will ſtrike its atrows into a humane 1 
8 heart; but the wounds it makes arg nat ſo laſting, 
* as thoſe which are impreſſed by that are 
more relative to ourſetves. — Oh k: fur; — faid 
the old man, — you cannot ſorm ansadequate- 
idea of the effect this ſcene ; muſt en e 
* ſpectator, except you had ſeen. the child + f 
nature never formed ſo lovely a little creatirs 
He continued his praiſes of Louiſs, tilhat — 
e excited Mr. Hintman's cutioſity; who e 
ng a deſire of ſeeing this miracle, he was _ 
p into the good man's room, io Which they had 
emoved her. She, who had cried moſt . 
efore-the fatal ſtroke arrived, was now ſo p 
ed, as not to be able to ſhed a tear. They had put 
er on the bed, where the lay ſighing with a heart = 
eady to: break en neee point; the 
acherclag nor. beard; Ichs 7: lr your 15 5 7 
£) 411435 252 
Though ber * „ 
7 ſhe ; looked — = 
ha, was truck; with N He Ae wed he 
ever Jaw un thing fo. lovely and t 
Weh her - - melancholy. Per, were 
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- He adviſed: that the ſhould bao blonletly coin 
vent any ill effects from to ſevene a hock 3 for a; 
ſhe felt it as ſtrongly as one of a more mature 
the ſame precautions ſhould be uſed. In this he 
was obeyed ; and it gave her ſuch relief that the 
burſt into a flood of tears; @ change which ap- 

_ peared fo falutary, that Mr. Hutman would not 
immediately interrupt her-. | But. his curioſity 
did not ſuffer him ſong to forbear aſking her | name, 
9 partioulans; ſeveral of which 
not anſwer ; — all the account the 

was able to give of herſelf was, that © her 
name was Mandel; chat the perſon for whom 

| < the grieved was her / aunt; but had had the 
_ © ſole care of her from her earlieſt remembrance. 
This aunt, ſhe ſaid, had often told her the 

_ © had à father and meter + but when 
he ired why - he never faw or heard from 
wem mne could get u fati anſwer, but 
eke off with being told they wee nat in 
© England and that the - ſhould know when the 


os 9 1. » *Þ:34 & 1395 '} ian asi e gi 
32 M$ nile D ann 
* s This perſon had bred her'op with the PR 
_ © tenderneſs, and employed the moſt aſhduous care 
in her education; which was the principal ob- 
ect of her attention. They had lived in a neal 
-  **conage in the met retired part'of Surry fron 
5 Mif MancePs-eaflieft re - iſ} he 
* aunt, after having been ſore time in a bad Tate 
©-of heulch, dell into-a Sang 
ons the appre 
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© for her removal to London; but as ſhe did not ex- 
poect over to deturn, this took more D 
© quickneſs of her decay could well allow. The 

© haſty approach of her diſſolution affected her ex- 
tremely on the account” of her dite neice, "and - 
* ſhe often expreſſed her concern in terms intelligi- 
© ble: to her who was the occafion:of it, ho gather- 
c ed from che e xpreflions which. tell from her aunt 
a —— the journey was to find out 
© ſome of Miſs Mancel's relations, to whom ſhe 
* might deliver her before death had put a peried 
© to her own life ;—and where ſhe might ſafely 


remain till the enn her e mto Eng: 
F land. 721 


In his: e ſhe diſeh: he ly 
* ſervant ſhe kept, delivered up her 3 : 
* landlorg, and, after having ſettled all her peou- 
* niary affairs, he ſet ont on ber journey 
© with her title charge z wut grew 4 Hon the 
road, that ſhe deſired to be ſet down at the 
* firſt inn; and her illneſs encreaſed ſo 

* faſt, he had no thought of removing; nor 
© was the able to make any! very exact enquiries 


after the eee en ane me came- if 
chf gs . 9 3 iin 53 
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Thie acetuat was as interrupted: wich 
whicly ſerved'to render it more 6 


Himman +— a much tonched asche guet n, 


who was the occaſion of his having heard * —2. 
greed with him, chat it would 4 proper to ta- 
mine -— "or hem effects of which the-deceaſed was then 


and to ſee if they could find an 
ng ohne: | 
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3 en to reproach himſelf, if with the 


2 it could not be ſo convenient; he therefore 
„ proper fot a; young. perſon. of faſhion; and far- 


i Ker 1025 582 it vat D934 
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i/This: was | accordingly. performed e, hav 250 * 
"the latter intention without any-ſucceſs ; for af. er 
| the examination they could make, they ing 
uned:ias) much in) then dark: a8 as ever. 111915 8 + 
3 Baring tion wt big ie 1% 


They found in ben trunk rather. more — ha 


- than was: requiſite, to bury her in a manner be- Wh; 
coming her rank; to defray the expences of her Mme 
ſickneſs; and to reward: thoſe. that had end 


her. 8; 104 l At 3100 76 '* lab Th 25 1 

* 7 Ain gilt 5 1 bag: Ati tte 1731 p64 
The old man — a willingtieſs” to take 
the ad = he ſaid, © it was a legacy left him 
© by one who had conceived ſome confidence in 
his humanity, and he could not in conſcience 
#4 diſappoint an opinion which did him honour ; 
though, having children of his own, he did 
© not pretend to bree her up in the genteel 
E 2 to EW _ ſeemed OP or inti- 

ns - 7. 

Mr. 8 meld, 3 « hs ſhould: have 


«ample; fortune he enjoyed, and having no 
« children, or family to partake of it, he ſhould 
© ſuffer another to take that charge, to whom 


© would immediately receive her as his child; 
« and ſee her educated in all accompliſhments 


© tune ; as he ſnould be able to ſupply; all de- 
s. ficieney, if.neceſſary, in the latter e 
il 

I ald man Was very g Siad, 10 E yiths 
child better eſtabliſhed than with. him: 3/4 though 
be . * ſome hours Taokes with ſo 
Pleafas 


Mi Maxczl and Mrs. Mon can. at 
pleaſure” on | her as his adopted daughter, that 
no conſideration, but the proſpect of her great- 
er advantag ; could: haye reconciled him td Part. 
ing with 4 MU 3 
* pee 1 the: reſolution Mr: denn 
had taken, he carried Miſs Mancel to a Frepch 
boarding ſchool, which he had heard com- 
mended; very prudently judging,” that his 
houſe was * a proper place for education, 


having there no one fit to take care of © 4 
"og n. nen 


take en 

him Loui was % ee by FEY Socks + 
ce in her ſituation, that ſhe felt nöne of / that relu 
1ence 


ance to going amongſt ſtrangers, ſo uſual with 
hildren of her age, All the world was equally 
mknown to her, therefore © ſhe was indifferent 
where ſhe was carried, only ſhe rather wiſhed 
not to have been taken from the good old 
an, whoſe venerable aſpect, and compaſſion- 
ate behaviour, had, in ſome degree, attached 
her to him; —but ſhe felt the 1 4, 00 of 
A Hintman's declared intentions; 'ai — 
ſhe was, hatl too much i ts * appea 
angratefal, by ſhewing an unwillm to ac- 
W N him. Mademoiſelle lat; 1 the 
iſtreſs of the ſchool, was pleaſed with the 
appearance of her youn Ng ſcholar?' 'whoſe -teifs 
ad ceaſed for ſorne time; and ber face bore 
6. divfiguring ſigns of ſotrowz "the defeckion 


hoſe f wht it robbed 1. 


9 5 4 N. 
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Mr. weng deſired Mademoiſelle Rune 
e the trouble of providing Miſs woe 
* all! a n and to put her 


ich erke it, giving chere equal” 0 = 


. a 
x 
« 0 og 
* * 4 


42 77 Tur Hu S r N OF 211M 
. cnc thoſe; minute feminine de 


ing thi 7 5 of which ah was, tog ignorant 
my DONE | 


lf. well; and gane ſtrict cherge 
that er mind ſhould be cultivated with «he 


greateſt care, and no b - 200g n 
e the. os abt of acquiring. 
iE barmics 51 (had 
i e much towards gra 
this wiſh of Mr. Hintman's, — — 
d Avaux's U being 1 1. that there | wa; 
no xoom for; Louiſa, but af ſhare of the -apert 
ment which Miſs Melvyn had hatherto en. 
joyed alone, and of which ſhe could not wil- 
_ tipgly.. have admitted any one to partake, but 
the lovely child who, was pteſented to her for 
mis punpole. Her 125 tal form prejudicel 
| every. one in her favour; but the diſtreſs ant 
ſtrom which were impreſſed an her connte 
nge, at an ee eee y too volatile and thought 
les d be Geeply. affected, could mot fail of ex 
an WT e in the hears, of a de 
10 — N 
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5 
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bay, whats at 
. to a z- but, i 
farmer, it was, rather yo. 2. of hab 
5 and. compliance. with Lady, Melvyn's hehaviou 

than a-,deep-gooted "ah ales Ai hear 
was nat very ſuſceptible, ; while Lady Melyyn' 
azole... fron, that entire fondneſs | which, im 
- ternal. love, and the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
ſon could excite in the warmeſt ans tenderd | 


of, hearts. 5 2 1715 2 
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norant Sie Charles Nas nag 2 red weak man, 
charge ho gave ag: proof of good ſenſe, but the ſe- 
þ dhe ret deference he had to - his wife's judgment, 
mitted _ very ſuperior underſtanding was on no- 
I aiag fo.:;afidpouſly emplayed, as in giving con- 
A ba > wh to the man with whom ſhe, was uni- 
Err by the deſire of her parents, contrary ts 
aaHelle her inclination. Their authority had been ne- 
©. | Wa ase to reduce her to compliance, not from 
apart Many particular diſlike 40 dir Charles, who had 
o en- leervedly the reputatian af ſabriety, and great 
t wik nature, and whose perſon was cemarkdbly 
e buihne; but Lady Meleyn pergeived the wenkng(s 
gr forfifef his under ſtanding, and 3gnerapt of ſhe flrength 
judicedWof ber own, Was ypwilling te enter inte life 
e an withgut a guide, -whoſe- ee as equal 46 
:onntethe deſire he might matwally be 
have do direct her right, weng all the, vagi- 
pus -paths in which ſe might he 


om an huſband 3 and thought, even a nepal 
ary part of bat charter. Sbe Was beſides 
knfble of the difficulty t performing a promile 
o ſolemoly made, as that of honqur and abe 
dienge 0 one who, though ſhe knew not half 
ber own 3 7 der * 1 . 
ber anferior. 1948 £ 6 


hunger asoid it without wiolating ber duty 42 
her „ the reſolved to ſupply. dhe ANI 
deficiencies in her 


* one een F for as 


there 
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Tbeſe reaſons hat Fn Lady Meivyn from 
manrying, Hir Cbatles, —— ihe. «auld ne 


huſband's ubderſtanding, by 


moſt = deference to ibis gpiniops; ihus Y 
Ne 


ſation on chi, wham he wiſth- 
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* NT ; but her mother's - humifity; made, ei 


„ Phe Barony oy 
there was no affectation in this 2 of - her 
conduct, any more than in the reſt of ber 
behaviour, all were convinced, that the man 
who was ſuſpected by a woman of an under 
ſtanding ſo ſuperior to moſt of her own' ſex, 
and the greateſt ' part of the other, muſt have 
great merit, though ey _— not 1 
wherein” it conſiſted. 8 alt) 
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In 28k ay Melvyn erf endeavour- 
ed to turn the e ee on ſuch fubjeQs as 
- ſhe knew were beſt · ſuited to Sir Chatles's ca- 
pacity, more deſirous '|that' he ſhould appear to 
advantage, than to diſplay her own talent. 
She contrived to make all ber actions appear 
the reſult "of his choice, and whatever he did 
by her inſtigation, ſeemed even to himſelf to 
Rave been his own thought. As their way of 

"was in every circumſtance conſonant to 
. religion and every virtue which could 
render them uſeful and v ble to others, Sir 
Charles acquired à character in the neighbour- 
hood, which Lady "Melvyn thouglit a ſufficient 
reward for the rs ſhe uſed” to ſecure it 
to him and, for that purpoſe, fixed. her abode 
_ ehtirely” in the country, where his conduct 
might give him the reſpect, which would not 
be ſo eaſily obtained in a gayer ſcene, where 
talents are in * A Lad than Wat 

ca93} N 8 ah 4 1:23 Sad 

- Sir-Charlk and 1447 / had 90 ohe 
cid chan the daughter I have mentioned, whoſe 
education was her mother's great care; and the 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing in her an uncommow 
- Eapacity,” with every virtue the fondeſt 
_ conld wiſh; and which indeed ſhe had 5 
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ppear to her, 48 a, peculiar, 8fh;of,proviegnss 


o her daughter. _ uy hid Ati ba 22105 


df - her 
df ' her 


man 3 Wen e 2x, 
under- Lady wm N ben to os gy the 
n ſex, rinciples of, true religion into her, daughter's 

* haveMWnfant- mind; and, by her judicious inſtructions, 


ave her knowledge far ſuperior to her years; 
hich was indeed the moſt delightful taſk of this 


and parent; for her danghtes's uncommon 
lity and quick r de OOO ly, Hlimulated b 


zrceive 


Avour- 
as as 
S's ca- 
ear to 
talents. 


appear 
he did 


ation. f 


In this. 3 hace Mis Melvyn, contings 
till near the end of her ed Fe 


elf to = the had” the ep to lo ae 
way ofWnt parent, nor was ſhe the only . $0 Fr. 
nt to ad lvyn's death every poor perſo 

could bog knowledge bd a; benefactreſs fl 8 
re,” Sir new her, an excellent example and, ſore, 
hbour- 


McientMhkt was but,; . known till, after 


till 
eaſe; for ſhe had made Fo Chatles appear 


cure it 

abode Much the principal perſon ad director of 
—_ eir affairs; that be hagge in his condu 7 
ud 


roved how great her influence had been, 
where 
ue. 


cog ards, 8 all her ob. „ 19:29; 


E . ol 


of 294260 ehen F 
other "a BY nature cannot 8 8 7 afflition 
, wholeBhan now overwhelmed Miſs Mels) f. Mn f 
and ſhefWic Charles bore as great a a ab che -eafi- 


OMImoly 


e walked in the path Lady Me 
wn 4 N out * N Fr and ſuffered; his 
1 dmighter 


- oy * 
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et tenderneſs for the beſt of mothers, 0 
et improve even. ho nd Tay We Hh: 


e heſt of friends; but her extraordinary 8 


ad only ſhared the approbation, which, [after- | 


els ot his nature was capable of but his heart 
not 1 Hel either of ſtrong, or 1105 


> 


= 


. - b » - 
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affectionate 
alffliction: ſhe viſited! her coltittaathy's” 1 and ap- 


foupd' ſhe was ſoon to look on this lady 


8 Tr HI s TOERV os 

daughter to imitate her mother in benevolent 
duties; and ſhe had profited too much by the 
excellent pattern, whereby ſhe had endeavoured 
to regu lxte her actions, not to aequit "Herſelf 


far Beyohd what could have been! expedded at 
her years: , : 


Mifs Melvyn was foe long indulged” in the 
only copſblation her grief au receive, that of 
bein itted to aim ate an imitation of her 
mot er for Sir Charles had? not been 4 wi. 
dower quite a year, when he married a' youn 
lady in the neighbourhood, who had - deſigned 
him this honour from the hour of Lady Mel. 
ey death; and to N . beiter opportunity 

effecting her purpoſe, pretended a moſt 
r May: Feld) -s deep 


Mort 


10 tenderly attached to het, that Miß 
Lelvyn, —who had neither experience, not amy 
guile' in her own heart, to inſpite her with ſuf: 


picions of an attempt to deceive” het, made that 
return of affection 


Which ffle the 


ght griftitude 
required; nor was ſhe at all diſtur 


>d When ſhe 
in ano- 
ther Tight, than that in which ſhe had hitherto 
ſeen ber; it was eaſy" fot” her to reſpect one 
whom ſhie before loved; and ſhe had been taught 
ſo true a veneration for Her father; that? ſhe 


Mid Melvyn tia but very little time 6x con- 
gratulate herfetf on having acquired for a” mo- 
ther, a friend in whoſe converſation ſhe hoped 
to enjoy great ſatisſaction, and to feef the teh» 


ney or an intimate changed into-the — 


0 4 
+ 


felt no averſeneſs to obey whomſoever he thought 
ö Pr per to give 2 title to her gory. 
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F 1 patent. Slie behaved to Her with the ſame 


perfect reſpect, and all the humility of obedletice, 


w if nature had placed her in that parental relati- 


" fearing, if the gave w y to the. familiarity 
which had ed between tllem when they were 


on an knw it might appear like a failure in the 
revererice due to her new ſituation. 


But Ki habe wei a5 is was ads not 
make the now: Eady Metvyn- change the. plan ſhe 


' had formed for her future ea Shell had not 


been married above a month, before ſhe. n to 
intimate to Sir Charles, that Miſs Melvyn' s edu- 
© cation. Had been very i imperfect;: — that a youn 
lady of Hertank oupht'to be be hi ighly y accon\pliſſied ; 
© bat that after 'ſhe Had been long indulged, b 
© het parents, if a mother-it-law” were to 1 
„to direct her, it might not only exaſperate N 

© Melvyn; but Prejudice the world agaltt herſelf ; 
© as' people are too apt to determitte againſt perſons 
© in that relation, without examining the merits 
© of the cauſe; and though, ſhe ſaid, "ſhe was 
6 Hittte concerned about the opitibet' of the world, 

cin com compariſon with her tender regard for END 
„one that belonged to hit; yet The was mury 
 influenced' bythe, other” reaſbi he. Had alledis 


fbr nöt appearitiy to dictate to Wu Melee. 


© being very defirdus of keeping on affe rionate 
terms witer her; and ſhe was already 13 5 42 


© tified, at perceivinig that young Kay. had” 


C bibed too many of the vulgar. prejudices 3 
7 aber aH tough, for her part, ſhe 
© had” endeavoured to. behave © with . Bmiifion to 
£ her daughter; inſtead of pretendiſig to aſſume any 
© authority.” Tie conſequence and concluſion of 
all theſe inſinuations wb, that it would be 


D 


$:- 
: 


Ie” - | 1 by i IG 


. fnence A new. in 


an; . TAE HISTORY OF. 


6 "adviſable. . ſend, Mk dune. to # bete 
* cool.“ o tile wel £ 
Sir gurt was a TIE YE to compl y 
with his lady s requelt;; his daughter was ac- 
quainted with the, termination ; which Lady Mel- 
vyn aſſured her, © was very contrary to her inclina- 
* tion, who ho apt find a Loy loſs of fo e. 


n 


js not 5 bee on: 3 190 5 5+ Hom! x $9 
©: Matoyn Had before 3 pi marriage 
had made a great alteration in Lady, Melvyn's be- 
MATION but wire was a ſtroke, "ang did not expect, 
and, a very mortifying one to her, who had long 
| laid alice all Cath amuſements,; 15 been taught 
to employ herſelf as rationally as if ſhe had arrived 
at a matütet age, and been indulged in the exerciſe 
of by molt benevolent diſpoſition, having gi ven ſuch 
wed roofs of the propriety with 0 ſhe em- 
both her time and money, tbat ſhe had been 
Gee To Ml (Fonts, and now. to oom- 


„and be = fined. to the ſacis 
et) F 0 Children, 1 a very aff] = 7 5 5 ba 
it came from a hand ſhe too 1 — 5 d 
make any reſiſtance, though ſhe ag 5 
that it was intirely at her mother's, in igation; 
ay knew her father too well, to believe * e 


ee on my occaſion. ,' Arge: 


A ry mort une intergened 9 h 
Fav {Sy reeuBon, of this defi nd: 
' Melvyn was introduced to Mademoiſelle « | T p1 
by her kind mother-in-law, who. with: ſome tears, rfec 
and many aſſurances of ,regret, left ber there, 
Miſs, Mel, Vn had been at this ſchool three months 


2 
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ng when Louiſa Mancel was brought thither, and. 
- Wl though; a ſeparztion from a father ſhe ſincerely, 
loved, and the fear of the arts Lady Melvyn might 
uſe to alienate his affectiqns from her, after having 
thus removed her from His preſence, greatly affect 
ed her ſpirits, and ſhe found no companions fit to 
amuſe, her rational mind, yet ſhe endeavoured to 
ſupport her mortifications with all the chearfulneſs 
ſhe could aſſume; and received ſome fatisfation- 
from the converſation: of Mademoiſelle, d' Avaux, 
2 woman of tolerable underſtanding, and who 
was much ne un * en 8 ne 


jo our. x ; 

et, Miss Mancel's deieted; air prejudiced Miſe. Mel- 

long eyn much in her. favour ; the uſual e of 

ght . ſimilitude of mind or manners; and when by a 

1ved Narther knowledge of herz the perceived her un- 

17055 ommon ſhare of underſtanding; her deſire to 
uc 


earn; the ſtrength of her application; the ack, 
eſs of her apprehenſion ; and her great ſweetneſs 
ff temper; ſhe grew extremely fond of her; and 


FEES 


com- s Miſs Mancel's melancholy 5 her "little: 
pes Wnclined to play with thoſe; of her own age, ſhe. 
n vas almoſt always with. Miſs Melvyn, who found, 


reat pleaſure in  endeavquring to , inſtru her; 

nd grew to feel for her the tenderneſs of a mo- 
er, while Miss Mancel began to receive conſo- 
tion from abs an affection quite 54 


a 3 . — d p 
aro l 16 A : owe R 


; 18 
. 43 11 
4 1 3 "71. 


1 170 3 "LA 4 . minter,, Lady . FO, g 
Miss no had leſs ambition to imitate the real merit of © 


r predeceſlor, than to exhibit her,0WN Waginary.. 


tears, WrfeQtions,: brought Sir Charles to London, there — 
Were fix? their reſidence for the enſuing half years,” 


1 £ 


Ws _ little cures? 110 in Miſs ruins 8 _ 
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of life: oy Charles and his POOR ROTOR 
call upon her, the latter not <hufing to trüſt Sir IM = 
Charles alone wich his daughter, leſt ſne ſhould MW - 
t'to him, how unworthily ſhe was treat- 
ed; but as be was not devoid of affe ction for her, 
He. would ſometimes viſit her privately ; concealing 
it from his lady, who endeavoured to prevent this, 
by telling him, that ſchool-miſtreſles were apt to 
take amiſs 3 parent's viſiting kis children too of- 
Sten, 3 it as a diſtruſt of their care; and 
1 therefore if he offended in that way Made: 
© meiſelle d' Araux's diſge® might Aeg ber be 
© haviour to Miſs Melvyn, and render her reſi- 
I © dence there very diſagreeable, which Lady 
| bo Melvyn's great tenderneſs made her ardently 
'YM © wiſh to avoid, as the was defirous every thing 
'S © ſhonld be agrecable- to her dear daughter. 
ih Sir Charles could not be entirely reſtrained by 
_ theſe Rind admonitions, from aulas, W 
with the fight of Wi Melvyn. | 


His lady had little reaſon to 55 afraid of theſe 

| in tie , for her daughter in day had too ſtrong 

a ſenſe of fihal obedience, and tao delicate a re- 

gard for her father's happineſs, te ſuffer the 

leaſt intimation of # fault in his wife to eſcape he 

fps, as a good opinion of her was To neceſſat 

to his eaſe; but as | The ſoon found out theſe viſit 

were made by ftealth, they gave her great ple: 

fſure, as a plain proof of his affection. Bad 

1 thought her daughter's coming abroat 

31 be as Burt ful as her being viſited we Pn} ant 

| _ therefore cho (phed ſent for her to her” Houſe 

b ab When ſhe did, took" care to have herbeanri 

| home before the Row that ſhe expected compar 
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bien ſhe knew. would be . N to Made - 


Sir maiſalle Apr. | | 

= The true reaſon; of this Grat contion, was 
er an unwillingneſs to be ſeen with one whoſe per- 
ling ſon, all her vanity could not prevent her from 
+; being ſenſible, was more attractive than her 
to on. Miſs Melvyn was very pretty, had an 


of engaging ſweetneſs in her countenance, and all 
and the bloom which belongs to youth, though it 
dc. does nat always mage 1 it. Her perſon was 
e. mans and perfectiy genteel. 


Lady Lady Melwyn was vad of . 3 ſhe had 
ently 2 regular ſet of features, but they wanted to 
thing be ſoftened into effeminacy, before they could 
have any juſt pretence to beauty. Her eyes 
were black, and not void of vivacity, but they 
neither expreſſed penetration nor gentleneſs. Her 
perſan was well proportioned, but ſhe was formed 
on too large a fcale, and deftitute of grace. 
She was not ill bred, but had none of that 
ſoftneſs of manners which gives riſe to all the 
ſweet civilities of life. In ſhort, Lady Melvyn was 
one, who, by herſelf, and many others, would 
be eſteemed a fine woman, and by many more, 
ranked only under the denomination of a ſhewy . 
woman; like Mr. Bayes's hero, ſhe was unamia- 
ble, but ſhe was great; ſhe excited the —_— 
800 of ſome, but pleaſed none. 


dy. Melvyn, ſhe began to exerciſe: what ſhe 
thought only lively coquetry ; but her entire ant 
af grate and delicacy, often made that appear like 
boldneſs, which ſhe deſigned for cir... As her 


1 to charm was as great as if ne had 
2 C - PAY 5 been 
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been better qualified for ſucceſs, it is not IR on 
that ſhe did not chuſe to give opportunities of N 
5 compariſon between herſelf and a daughter, who, 
I though not ſo Arne at firſt "Og" Was males an 
Wi rich aurecions.” fat 


Abe contempt el hat 15035 8 ſhe Pre 
muſt in juſtice to her own underſtanding ſhew 
for her huſband's, and the ſupercilious coldneſs Ml mn 
" which the treated Miſs Melvyn, made that u 

g lady very glad that ſhe was ſo ſeldom I pla. 
Tar for to her "aller? s houſe. But ſhe ' wiſhed hav 


to learn ſuch accompliſhments, as whilſt ſhe liv- I *7" 

ed in the country were out of her power, and wit] 
therefore intimated: to lady Melvyn. her deſire of lang 
being taught muſic and drawing, with the better ireq 


Hope of ſucceſs, as the neceſſity of compleating 
her: education had been made the : excuſe for | 
ſending her to a boarding ſchool; but this re- 1 
queſt was denied her on frivolous pretences, the 
real cauſe, when ſhe perceived the very extra- 
vagant turn of her mother-in-law, ſhe ſoon un- III.“ 


derſtood was to avoid EXPENCE. b 354 fered 


She had flattered herſelf ſhe might n pony pum 
miſſion to have her books. ſent to her; but upon 
enquiry, | found that Lady Melvyn had: removed 
them to her dreſſing- room, and intermixed them 
with china, in ſo ornamental a manner, ſo truly 
expreſſive of the turn of her mind, where a 
tended love of reading was blended with a real 
— fondneſs tor; trifles, that: 90s ou no n for 
this {05566 Date 13, of eee eee 
iin 
While Miß Meleyn Was e all thi 
mortißcations from à parent, Miſs Mancel was 
12 N . oy "_ moſt tender wy 
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on from one bound to her vhs no paternal ties. 
Mr. Hintman, as ſoon as the ſeaſon of the 

brought him to town, viſited his little charge, 
and was charmed with the vivacity which was 
now reſtored to her. He called upon her fre- 
aquently, and ſeldom without ſome preſent, or a 
ſhe I propoſal of ſome pleaſures He would continually 
new entreat her to make him ſome requeſt, that he 


quently gave Mademoiſelle d' Avaux tickets for the 
zom play and the opera, that the young Louiſa might 
hed have ſomebody to accompany her; but as Miſs Mel- 
vyn did not think it proper at her age to go often 

with only her ſchool-miſtreſs, or, according to the 
**. language of ſchools, her governeſs, MiſsMancel 
frequently declined being of the party, rather than 
leave her amiable friend and 2 


There was no one who ſhewed ay particular 
civility. to Miſs Mancel, but received ſome re- 
turn frem Mr. Hintman. Miſs Melvyn was ve- 
ry deſervedly the chief object of his gratitude; 
but as ſhe declined accepting the preſents be of- 
fered her, he choſe a way more agreeable to 
himſelf, as it would make his little Louiſa the 
rewarder of the favours ſhe received. He there- 
fore was laviſh of his money to her, and en- 
reated her to lay it out in ſuch manner, as 
ould be moſt agreeable to herſelf and Miſs 
Nelyyn; at the ſame time aſking her, by 
what, means ſhe could moſt gratify that young, 


lady ? * | 


Mr Mig Mancel ſaid, © ſhe knew de that 
beg would be ſo acceptable to Miſs Meyn as 
wel books,” To this, Mr. Hintman replied, Since 
that was the caſe, he could very eaſily ac- - 

8 F commodate | 
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might have the pleaſure of gratifying her. He fre- 0 
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commodate them, for he had by him a very pret- E 
© ty library left him by his ſiſter about a + 
<« year before, which he had never unpacked, I of 
1 having moſt of the ſame books in his own 


KR) 


ME... nth n Of | 
3 This accordingly he ſent to Miſs Mancel, with 

[ proper book-eaſes to contain them, which they i 5 
| immediately put up in their \apartments. This * 


| was the moſt agreeable acquiſition imagi- 
nable; for Miſs Hintman having been a very 11 
ſenſible young lady, the collection was extreme - f, 


VMI. Hintman's great indulgence could not fail I ful. 
| of receiving from Miſs Mancel the wiſh'd for . 
| return of affection and gratitude ; whenever he I „h 
eame ſhe flew to him with delight, eareſſed him oth 
with all the foadneſs ſo enchanting at that age, 
and parted from him with the extremeſt reluQ- 8 
ance. Her. great obligations to him were the 
frequent fubjefts of her diſcourſe with Miſs Mel- 
fyn, who had the higheſt admiration of his ge- 


His allowance to Miſs Mancel was' ſufficient 
-to have defrayed. all her expences, but thoſe 
Were to be the care of Mademoiſelle d' Avaux, 
ot the you? he gave Louiſa was for no other 


A = 


3 ſe than her gratifications; neceſſity, or even 
| Llelblne was * of the queſtion; KA thing 

of that kind being provided for her. Noc 
he more ſparing in what concerned her educa 
tion, ſhe learnt dancing, muſic, and drawing 
beſides other things generally taught . at ſchovls; 
but her greateſt improvement was from... reading 
with Mils Melvyn, who inſtructed her in ge 
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graphy, and in ſuch patts of philoſophy of which 
her age was capable; but above all, ſhe: was moſt 
attentive to inculcate into her mind the principles 
ee 2125 nine SAFER 58: 
Thus her underftanding; opened wi a ſurprizing 
degree, and While the beauty and graces of her 
perſon, and her great progroſs in genteel accom», 
pliſhments, charmed every eye, the nice diſcern- 
ment, and uncommom ſtrength of reaſon which 
appeared in her : conyerſation, aſtoniſhed every 
judicious: obſerver ; but her moſt: admirable qua- 
lities were her humility. and modeſty; which, 
notwithſtanding her great internal and external 
excellencies, rendered her diſfident, mild, baſh- 
ful, and tractable ; her heart ſeemed as free from 
defects, as her unde rſtanding was from the follies, 
which in a degree are incident to almoſt every - 
other perſon. | F. | | 


Miſs Melvyn and her little companion received 
2 conſiderable encreaſe of happinels from the pre- 
ſent of books Mr. Hintman had made them; the 
latter had no -wiſh, but that Miſs Melvyn might 
receive equa] | indulgence : from parents, that ſhe 
enjoyed from one who bore no relation to her: 
The firſt deſire that occured to her on Mr. Hint- 
man's proſuſe preſents of money, was to treat 
her friend with maſters for muſie and drawing, 
and ſuch other things as ſhe knew ſhe had an incli- 
nation to learn; but as ſhe was not unacquaint- 
eu with her delicacy on that ſubject, as ſoon-as Mts 
Hintman left her, ſhe ran to Miſs Melvyn win 


lomeof the impatience in her countenance, though . 


the endeavonred to conceal it, with which her 


and humble petition, to obtain à pro- 
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heart was filled, and tried every tender careſs; s 
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miſe From that you that ſhe 3 grant 
her a requeſt the ah ow. to make. She hung round 
her neck, Vaud endeavoured to prevail by a thou- 
ſand engaging infantine arts; and when ſhe found 
they would not ſucceed, ſhe knelt down before 
FS and with all the grace and importunĩty of the 
oft amiable ſuppliant, tried to win her to com- 
pliance. Nothing would avail, for Miſs Melvyn 
was convinced by her earneſtneſs; that her te. 
ſign was to confer ſome favour; ſhe knew the 
generoſity of her youthful mind too well to believe, 
ſhe ſo ardently aimed at any wean TEES was DE: her 
ates, re I. 4 | 
Thul Louiſe found herſelf aa coi the 
aſe ſhe intended to have made of the | promiſe ſhe 
wanted to obtain; and having acquainted; Miſs 
$ Melvyn with Mr. Hintman's generous allowance, 
and of the payment fhe had received of the firſt 
quarter, ſhe in explicit terms told her, © Mr. 
© Hintman' has indeed given me money, but it 
depends on you to make that money yield me 
= Faber, by ſuffering me to apply it to ſuch 
BM * 80 ae will procure me the inexpreſſible 
joy of contributing in ſome degree to the 
pleaſure 1 one who! renders: wy! Oy ſo veep 


1 he 


Miſs Melyyn was ſo leaſed vith the generofity 
of her little pupil,” that ſhe gave her as many-caret- 
ſes as the other had laviſhed on her, in order. to 
obtain the promiſe ſtie ſo much wiſhed tory: but 
me could not be induced to grant her 
Miss Melvyn was void of that pride which often 
conceals itſelf under the name of ſpirit and great. 

©  nefs'of ſoul ; and makes people averſe to receiving jo) 
an SOOT N ey! feel themſelves WC ha 
2172 N 8 . 13 
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proud to be grateful, and think that to be ob- 
liged; implies an inferiority” which their pride 


ou. cannot ſupport. Had Louiſa been of the fame age 
und with herſelf * would have felt a kind of pro- 
1h perty in all poſſeſſed ; friendſhip, the tenure by 
tne 


Which ſhe peld i it; for where hearts are ſtrictly 
united, ſne had no notion of any diſtinction in 
v n things of leſs. importance, the adventitious goods 
de- ¶ of fortune. The boundaries and barriers raiſed by 
the ¶ thoſe too watchful and ſuſpicious enemies, Meum 
and jo were in her opinion broke down b 
true friendſhip ;_ and all property laid in one undif. 
tinguiſhed common; but to accept Miſs Mancels. 
money, eſpecially i in fo great a proportion, appeared 
to her like taking advantage of her youth ; and as ſhe 
did not think her old enough to be a ſufficient judge 
of the value of it, ſhe did not look upon. Her as capable 
of being a party in ſo perfeck a friendſhip, as 
as requiſite to - conſtitute | chat h of pro- 
erty, 3077 | 


Poor Louiſa by this ere er of the firſt 
wiſh. of her heart, found what older people often 
experience, that her riches inſtead of pleaſure pro- 
ured her only mottification.”” She could ſearcely | 
refrain from tears at 4 refuſal which ſhe thought 
uſt ariſe from want of affection, and told Miſs. 
Melvyn, ſhe ſaw that ſhe loved her but imper-- 
eQly ; for, added ſhe, © Could we change places. 
with how much pleaſure ſhould I have N 
it from you! and the ſatisfaction that learning 


2 


would receive in having been the means of pro- 


joy of giving, becauſe I as receiver ſhould nat 


theſe things now give me would be turned i into x 
delight, by refleCting on the gratification you. | 


curing. them for me. I ſhould not envy you the 


have the leſs ſhare of that fatisfaQion, ſince 
"MM 72 3 5 Fo 7 7 3 
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© by refleQing on yours I mult partake of it, and 
© ſo encreaſe. my own? 


: 


Miß Melyyn. could not forbeat' bluſhing ut 
finding 2. ſuperior degree of delicacy, and a ge- 
neroſity much more exalted, in one fo young, 
than ſhe had felt in herſelf. She plainly faw, that ft 
the greateſt proof of a noble mind is to feel n joy Ml * 
in gratitude; for thoſe who know all the lea. b 
ſures of conferring an obligation, will be ſenſible, 
that by accepting it the give the highelt delight 
the human mind can feel, when employed on 
human objects; and therefore while they receive ail © 
benefit, they will taſte not only the comfort © 
ariſing from it to themſelves, but ſhare the gratif. MW th 
cation of a benefactor, from reflecting on the joy 
they give to thoſe who have conferred it: thus the 
receiver of a favour from a truly generous perſon, 
© by owing owes not, and is at once indebted and 
« diſcharged? | 0 * 


As Miſs Melvyn felt her little Friend's reproach, 
and ſaw that ſhe had done her injuſtice in thinking 


her youth cendered her incapable of that perfectioſ Pie 
F of friendſhip, which might jultify the accepting o HT 
1 her offer.; ſhe ane pied her error, and'affured 
| her, © ſhe would comply if ſhe, had no other mean 1 
of obtaining the inſtruction ſhe propoſed to pur 5 s 
+ chaſe for her: but that was not the caſe, for ſhi ela 
© found: ſhe could very well learn from ſeeing thi wes 
* maſters teach her, and praiſing in their a +> 


BY Mr. Hintman expreſſed a deſire that Mats Ma 

if cel ſhould learn . if ſhe had no objection 
* it; for he never dictated to her, but offered 
advice he had to give, or any inclination which i 
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choſe to intimate, with the humility of a depen- 
dant rather than the authority of a benefactor; and 
indeed it was ſufficient; for the lighteſt hint that 
any thing would be agreeable to him, met with 
the moſt impatient deſire in Miſs Mancel to per- 
form it: actuated by ſincere affection, and the 
ſtrongeſt gratitude, nothing made her ſo happy, 

as an opportunity to ſhew bim the readineſs of 
her obedience. 2 ü ee oak 


But as they were at a loſs for a maſter to teach 
her that language, Miſs Melvyn told them ſhe 
knew an Italian gentleman, who had been at Sir 
Charles's houſe near two months, before ſhe had 
the misfortune of loſing the beſt of mothers. La- 
dy Melvyn had begun to teach her daughter Ita- 
lian, but defirous that ſhe ſhould ſpeak it with 
great propriety, ſhe invited this gentleman to her 
houfe, who was reduced to great diſtreſs of cir- 
cumſtances, and whoſe perſon,” as well as his ma- 
ny virtues,” ſhe had known from her childhood. 
He had been a friend of her father's, and ſhe was 
glad of this excuſe for making him an handſome 

refent, which otherwiſe it was not eaſy to induce 

im to accept. Dime COW 12003 ama er 


erfon, 


d and 


roach 


*. af 
98 0 


Mr. Hintman was not long before he procured 
this Italian maſter for Miſs Mancel; nor did ſhe 
delay making uſe of his inſtructions; but 1 ſhall 


bis 5 not deſcribe her progreſs in the acquiſitions of 
10s his, any more than her other accompliſhments, 


in all which ſhe excelled to a ſurprizing. degree; 
nor did Miſs Melvyn fall very ſhort ef her, 
though ſhe was at fuch diſadvantage in her method 
of learning many of them, not having the aſſiſtance 
of a maſter. Their time was ſo entirely efgroffed 
by theſe employments, that they had little leiſure, 
1 ö "EIB > 


- C . 0 
* * 0 8 


for individuals; though ſuch as learn it by, adver- 


d 4 
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and 15 10 deſire to keep company, with reſt af mp1 
the ſchool ;; but they ſaved themſelves from the Mund 
diſlike which might naturally have ariſen in the Nas 
minds of the other ſcholars, from bein = us neg- Neſpe 
lected, by little n e Mil MEN fre- 

Nee eee n 101 


Theſe two young FL Ig were very PET 1 
and the time which was not taken up by Miss 
Mancel's maſters, and that wherein it was requi- 
ſite to practiſe what they taught her, they employ- 
ed in reading, wherein Mr. er hey Pe 
alen often eee e er e nn no 
— NI. 4 Avora was a man of 88 we a. 
3 and had an incomparable heart. Misfortunes 
Had ſoftened common humanity into a moſt; tender 
diſpoſition; and had given him a t orough know- 
ledge of mankind, without leſſening f is benevolence 


ſity, | the ſureſt ſchool for that Aer ſeldom ſee 
— thong} in an amiable W e e * 

20 Is: 4 Avora was not leſs acquainted 50 parti⸗ 
cular nations than with mankind in general he 
had travelled through all the countries in Europe, 
ſome parts of, Aſia and Afric * and haying traverſed 
them with diſcernment, and the curioſity of wiſ- 
dom, not of impertinence, he received ſuch im- 
, 1900 1 r as ow travellers can 


, b 1 * 1 7 . * 1 15 
or ſt. 130 T'! 


He 10 an affection *. tht 60 Jn, ET 
her own, merits and the obligations ly had: to her 
177 and a very... ſhort Wy a -with 

fiſs Mancel made him extremely. fond of her. 

took, eat e in ae them in the 
| improvement 


* 


W — 2 


8 = 
a4 


— 


t of Improvement they ſo induſtriouſiy laboured for, 
the nd as he was a man of univerſal knowledge, he 
the Nvas capable of being very uſeful to them in that 
eg- Neſpect. For this purpoſe he often read with 
fre- nem, and by explaining many books on abſttuſe 
Mubjects, rendered ſeveral authors intelligible” to 
nem, who, without his aſſiſtance, would have 
ers, een too obſcure for perſons of their age. He had 
Misery few ſcholars, therefore had much leifure, and 
qui- 2 great ſatisfaction dedicated part of it to our 
loy- MWoung ladies, as he ſaw he thereby gave them a 
lian Wery 58 pleaſure; and he was much gratified - 
.; With thinking that by his care, and inſtruction of 
3 iſs Melvyn, he made ſome return for the friend- 
znd- Whip he had received from her family; and that, 
undes Would her mother be ſenſible of his attendance on 
nder Wer much- loved and now neglected daughter, it 
ow- Mould be highly agreeable to her. be l 
ence "Ys rune eee ; 3 1 
ver- In the manner I have mentioned, theſe two 
dung ladies paſt their time, till Miſs Mancel 


xcept the encreaſe of her charms, and her great 


arti- Woprovement in every, accompliſhment. Her 
he {MWppearance began to grow womanly, ſhe was in- 
,,, gn >lns 

erſed , te 93 as, on ae 
wiſ- In the bloom of beauty's pride, 


dazzlingly handſome at firſt view; but ſuch 
umerous and various charms: appeared on a more 


© Wtimate' acquaintance, that people forgot” how = 
h for uch they had been ſtruck by the firſt he o her, 
o ber t in wonder at her encreaſing attractions, dd the 
With ee of which ſhe was the only perſo e ds 
"her Wnſible. . Humble piety rendered her indifferent 


5 

a 
* . 

” 
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zached her fifteenth year, with little alteration, 


circumſtances, which ſhe looked upon TY f 
e e ee 


* 
; N ; 
= 
1 
"es 
11 
1. 
f 
[ 
' 
| 
1 


rior to the multitude, are apt to be wrecked ; & 


felicity in the next; and as ſhe was really co 
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ſnares than bleſſings, and like a perſon on the brin 


of a 'precipice could not enjoy the beauty of th 
project, over-awed by the * of her loste 705 
She had indeed too much of human nature i an 
her not to feel ſometimes a little fluſh of vanity reps 
ſeeing herſelf admired ; but ſhe inmeditely co coll nev 
rected the foible, by refleQing, that whatever a 0 
vantages of mind or form had fallen to her ſhare offe 
they were given her by one who expected ſhall 
ſhould not ſuffer her thoughts or attention to H 1 
withdrawn thereby from him, who was the per © 
fection of all excellence, while the! at beſt coll but 
but flatter herſelf with being leſs boa tr en: all. ov 
many of her fellow creatures. app 


| She conſidered flattery and admiration. as th übt 
rocks on which young people, whe are at all ſup 


prived of quiet happineſs in this world, and exalte 


vinced, that ſhe had onl g* few obvibus. extern: 


x advantages over. others, oppoſed to the prail ſup 
laviſhed on her, refleQions on her 1 hes app 
which, though not apparent to any one but her 
ſelf, ſhe verily believed were uncommonly great, 
as the beheld them with very ſcrutiniz ing and rig the 

eyes, while the looked on thoſe of others with . his 
greateſt lenity. But of all the means ſhe uſed i gu 
170 5 her humility, ſhe was the moſt affiduou ** 
n praying to him who made her Peart, to M het 
ferve it humble. the 
Though the 18 of piety 1 mention, mi by 


found in the ears of many too grave for fo you 

a perſon, yet it by no means rendered her fo;. 

had 5 vwacity; a a lively imagination; an! 
. . conn 


1 = « * 
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common ſhare of wit; and a very happy manner 
of expreſſin 8 herſelf. She had all the amiable gai- 
ety of youth, without the leaſt tendency to impru- 
dence ; and when ſhe talked moſt, and, in appear- 


- brin 
of the 
ratio 


ture ll ance, let fancy aſſume the reins, ſaid nothing to 

uy Ol repent of. Her heart was all purity, univerſal be- 

7 cor nevolence and good-nature z' and as out of its abun- 
ET Ac 


dance her mouth ſpake, ſhe was in little danger of 


Thar ending with her tongue. 


ed ſhe 
1 to b 


1e per 
t coul 


It is not firange that Mr. Hintman's fondneſs 
ſhonld increaſe with Miſs MancePs excellencies, 
but the careſſes which fuited her earlier years were 


& tha now become improper ; and Mr. Hintman, by 
appearing inſenfible of the neceffary change of be- 
F baviour, reduced her to great difficulties ; ſhe could 
a i not reconcile herſelf to receiving of them; and yet 
it ſup to inform him of the im ropriety, implied a for- 
4 7s ward conſciouſneſs which ſhe was not able to aſſume. 
altet ; Fg: I * 3 1 | 
y co She communicated the vexation of her mind to 
xtcrnon Miſs Melvyn, who was ſtill more alarmed, as her 
555 ſuperior age and experience” rendered her more 
05 15 apprehenſive ; but ſhe knew not what to adviſe. 
| e | 7 . 


reiß In this dilemma Miſs Melvyn had recourſe to 
nd rig their good friend, whoſe knowledge af mankind, 
vith tall his integrity and prudence, rendered him the ſafeſt 
uſed il guide. Accordingly one day when Louiſa was called 
fMduoul from them to Mr. Hintman, who came to make 
to Pe her a viſit, Miſs Melvyn inform'd M. d'Avora, ' of 

| the reaſon why her friend obeyed the ſummons 
with leſs joy, than he had obſerved in her on the 


n, m. 


» If like 6cca ion the year before. 

2 You n 3 45 ( e ' 

fo; M Mr. d' Avora was much diſturbed at this infor- 

an mation; but not chuſing to increaſe the 9 
8 5 the 


C OITIENS 


— 


the impropriety of behaving to a young woman a; 


. That as he was eaſily 2: ſo he was ſoon 
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the young ladies ſeemed to be under, "ll he had 
more certain foundation for his opinion, he only in- 
timated, that cuſtoms were hard to break, 0 he 
E ſhould hope, that when Mr.Hintman reflected on 


© if ſhe was ſtill a child, he would alter it, and if 
c he was not immediately ſenſible of the diffe- 
© rence a ſmall addition of age makes, yet her be-aind 
© haviour would lead bim to recolle& — illin 


Although Mr. Avas ſeemed to pay little re- Net u 
gard to * 4 Miſs Melvyn ſaid, yet it made great Ne on 
impreſſion on him, and as ſoon as he left her, he Mr 
took all proper meaſures to enquire into the cha- it v 
racter, and uſual conduct of Mr. Hintman. her 


This ſcrutiny did not turn out at all to his. ſatiſ- owe 
faction, every account he received was the ſame ; ¶ cou 
he had not the pleaſure of finding what is uſpally put: 
aſſerted, that © all men have two characters; for Ml the! 
Mr. Hintman had but one, and that the moſt Ml he! 
alarming that could be for Miſs Mancel. Every att 
N told him, that Mr. Hintman had a very 5 

« great fortune, which he ſpent entirely in the gra- . Mi 
« tification'of his favourite vice, the love of wo- Ave 

men; on whem bis profuſeneſs was boundleſs. elf a 


© tired; and ſeldem kept a woman long after he 
had obtained the free Felde Bon of her; but ge- 
<* .nerally was more bountiful than is cuſtomary 
© with men of his anche l at e 


©. them.” 


© This, Mr. d Avora was aſſured, was Me PIP 
man's only vice ; that he was good-natured; and 
generous on all occaſions. From this account | 
ſaw-too great reaſon to 8 chat all the care which 


— 
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8 ad been taken to improve Miſs Mancel, aroſe 
y in- Mnly from a ſort of epicuriſm in his predominant 
it he Nice, but yet this was too doubtful a circumſtance 
d on No be the ground-work of any plan of action. A 


an of acknowledged generoſity and good-nature, 
owever vicious, might do a noble action without 
daving any criminal deſign. In this uncertainty of 
ind he knew not what to adviſe her, and was un- 
illing to excite ſuch fears in the breaſts of theſe 
7 wo young friends, as might be groundleſs ; but 
e re- Wet would entirely deſtroy their peace; therefore; 
great Ne only told Miſs Melvyn in general terms, that, 
„ he Mr. Hintman's character was ſuch, as rendered 
cha- N it very neceſſary that Louiſa ſhould be much on 
her guard; but that whether more than prudent 
caution, and decent reſerve were requiſite, her 
ſatiſ· ¶ own obſervation muſt diſcover, for no one elſe 
ame; ¶ could determine that point, ſince he had the re- 
pally MW putation, of being generous as well as debauched; 
therefore his actions towards her might be? and 
he hoped were, the reſult of his — 3 C 
rather than of his PREY vice." . 24575 


Miſs Melvyn made a faithful report of what Me: 
'Avora had ſaid to her, which filled both her- 


" * 
1 ; * 
* % 1 
mne WY WTO Pp» oO OeRo—_ 
—_ 
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idleſs. elf and her Sener with inexpueſſible * neſs. + 

> ſoon = I 
er he 1 was in great difficulty how. to aQ;, * 
it ge- Veen gratitude and affection on the one fide, 5 


ceſſary caution and reſerve on the other. 
as almoſt as much afraid of appearing ungrateful 
of being imprudent. She found little: affiſtance 
om the advice of hex friends, who declared them 
Ives incapable of directing her, therefore ſhe was 
liged to lay aſide all dependance on her on care, 
A to truſt in that of heaven, convinced that her 
.. 8 2 WS WW 


2 


' 
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knew Fg integrity and purity of het heatts an 

that while ſhe preſerved it unblemiſned, even i 
and inclination, her prayers for * From 

tion would not be mmi. erte | 


The remainder of the winter paſſed like the for. 
mer part, only that the encreaſe of her apprehend 
ons, ſo ſar leſſened der eaſy! vivacity, that My, 
Hintman obſerved t alteration, and - complainel 
of the conſtraint and awe winch OY * J 
verſation. 73 | 


As the ſchool broke. up; at Eaſter, he ehireat 
her to accompany him that ſhort time into th 
country, from which ſhe would gladly: As ex 

euſed herſelf, both on account of het fears, and 
her unwillingneſs to leave. Miſs — of wh 
converſation ſhe was now more particularly ten 
cious, as lady Melvyn had determined to ſuffer ht 
to return home in a ſhort time, not knowing hoi 
to excuſe her remaining. longer at ſchool, as i 
was entered into her one and twentieth, ye! 


Miſs Melvyn would have been glad that her Jad * 
ſhip had not ſhewn this token of regard to popula. . 
opinion; for ſince ſhe had enjoyed Miſs Manceſith 
company, and beenygin. poſſeſſion of ſa good a co tal 
lection of books, ſhe was grown PRO. contenW.... 
ed wich her ſituation. ' | 
„Len. to FO Mr. Matar TY n t = 
he urged with ſo much importunity, trie he” : 
—_ means:that did not appear like a total diffus 
elination to rõompany him, for any thing the... 
bore the iir of gratitude could not 45 fuppor Xpre 
by her, whoſe heart was ſo void of it, and wi ith 
thought ſhe could never feel enough for her bet Kort 
. 3 were "gt: ſo criminal, Za 
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5 feared, but ſcarcely could - ſuffer herſelf to fuſ- 
rote 5 een "1 N 


Mr. Hintman was too ardent in his purpoſes to 
ive up his favourite ſcheme, and Louiſa beheld 
ith inexpreſſible concern the day approach, when 
> maſt enther accompany him into the country, 
difoblige him for ever, and make herſelf appear 
xtremely ungrateful in the eyes of a man, whom 
r coufnge loved and honoured like a father. Her addreſ- 
Ne: to heaven for protection now became more ve- 
ment and continual, and the greateſt part of her 
ime was ſpent on her knees in praying to that 
ower in whom ſhe truſted. Miſs- Melvyn. and 
r. d' Avora were ſcarcely leſs anxious, or under 
wer apprehenfions than herſelf,” but could fee no 
eſource except in the protection of the Al- 
ighty, to whom we ſeldom apply with entire 
ath and reſignation while we have any hopes in 

man affiſtance. © | e 


Two days before that fixed on for the purpoſed 
durney, when Louiſa's anxiety was tiſen to the 
tmoſt height, the ſchool- miſtreſs entered the room 
ith a couſitenanunce fo melancholy, as was more 
uitable to the ſituation of mind in which the two 
young friends were then in, than to any reaſon 
hey apprehended ſhe could have for an air of ſo 
uch ſorrow. She ſoon began a diſcourſe, which 
hey immediately apprehended was preparatory to 
he opening of ſome fatal event, and whick, au is 
ſual in ſuch caſes, was, if poſſible; more alarming 
n any misfortune it could precede. The ladies 
Xprefled their fears, and begged to be accquamted 
th what had befallen them. After conſiderable 
Notts to deliver her of the ſecret with which ſhe 

pregnant, they learnt that a gentleman was 


in 
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2 
in the en who came to inform Miſs' Mane (oem 
that Mr. Hintman died the day before in a fit oil neſs. 
an apoplexy. gent 

All Ute fears and nn 3 4 — 
once, and grief alone took poſſeſſion of he the 

_ heart. The ſhock ſo entirely overcame her, tha acco 
the was not able to ſee the fatal meſſenger I frien 


ſuch melancholy tidings as the death of her bene he h. 
factor, and ſecond father. Miſs Melvyn wa the e 
obliged to undertake this office, and learnt fron 


the gentleman, that Mr. Hintman died without of 
will, and therefore left the poor Louiſa as deſtituteſi that 
except being enriched by various accompliſhments ſhou 

as ie found her, and at a much more dangerouM bour 
time, when her beauty would ſcarcely ſuffer com be ſi 
paüaſſion to ariſe; unaccompanied with ſofter ſentiſi hear 
ments. This gentleman proceeded to infori gran 


Miſs Melvyn, that his father and another per: 
” © fon of equal relation to Mr. Hintman, wen 
8 heirs at law. He expreſſed great concen 
| TR > 7 Miſs Mancel, and wiſhed he had hi 
F © father's power of repairing ' Mr. Hitman" 
3 . neglect, but that his inffuence extended 
ffarther than to obtain a commiſſion to pay the 
5 g expences of another year at that ſchool, that the 
| . * young lady might have time to recolle& herſclt 
t aftet fo fatal a change and determine at * Kaltes on 
1 60 he. We courſe of life.? 


lvyn.was fo ſenfibly had at the * 
of the approaching diſtreſs with which he 
6 friend was threatened, that ſhe burſt into tear 
and uttered ſome exclinations concerning, the 
5 7 © conſiſtency of that affeQion, which couldtullal 
2 man to reſt. a moment without ſecuring aH 
E ien rin. caſe of ee a young ie hl 
| eeme 
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ſeemed to love with the greateſt exceſs of tender- 
neſs.* Believe me, madam, ſaid the young 
gentleman, Mr. Hintman was capable of no 
love that was not entirely ſenſual; and conſe- 
quently ſelfiſh; all who knew him lamented 
the fate of a young woman, who by every 
account is ſo ſuperiorly lovely. Among his 
friends he made no ſecret of his deſigns in all 
he had done for her, and boaſted frequently of 


the extraordinary charms which were ripening 


he was exulting in the preſence of ſome of them, 
that the time was now approaching, when he 
ſhould be rewarded for long expectation, and 
boundleſs expence; for he ſhould then, he ſaid, 


1tute; 
nents, 


gero 


com be ſure of her perſon, and had long ſecured her 


ſenti. 
nform 
per 
wen 
MNcern 
d his 
man's 
ed Nd 


heart. He knew he had ſtrong prejudices and 
ſtrange ſcruples to combat; but was prepared, 
and ſhould not find them difficult to conquer; at 
worſt, his ſteward in a parſon 5 habit would: o_— 


© Good heaven ! cried Miſs 5 Pal could 


my bear the 3 of Ning called bie friends 855 


are Ong c . notions, l * * thi. ee 
4 are too refined for perſons who live in the world: 
ſhould a man inſiſt on ſtrict morals. i in all his ac-- 


quaintance, he might enjoy a ſolitude in the moſt 
ties of kindred could - Jo made me intimate with 
better knowledge oſ the man, might alleviate 


1 you ſeemed to feel for Miſs Manepl's 
3 DAVOS 
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for his poſſeſſion. It was but two days ago, that 


them all to ſleep.” 6 4 


1 


there be ſuch a wretch, and were there nen 
y the who would keep company with him, who would 2 


populous city; though; I conſeſs, nothing but 


one of Mr. Hintman's character, which I- ſhould 5 
not thus have expoſed to you, but as l imagined _ _ 


male him any acknowledgment; 


tlexlons on Mr. Hintman's - having negleQed 
make a proviſion for Miſs Mancel in caſe of 


37 i = Ke appeared moſt inexcuſable; 
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F; nn whom you eſteemed fs Gor 
< friend. I ſhould 6-4 100k glad, continued ij 
* could 1 have ſeen the young lady of whom! 
Hintman told ſuch wonders ; but I — I 
ſume to preſs it, time may offer me 1 
opportunity for fatisfying/ my curioſity wil 
* out; paining: her. I therefore take my lea 
with only requeſting. your permiſſion.) to n 
_ og rm of which 115 was e erg det 
3 


1Miſs. alli WAS. fo LOS che with k 
friend's: ſituation, that ſhe took the paper the ge 
tiæman offered her, without having power to reſſe 
whether ſhe ought to accept it, or dene able 
; and he retin 
directiy. She was ob ſome time 
compoſe: her ſpirits 8 to her frie 
that ſhe might be the better able to comfort he 
On examining the paper, "ſhe found it | a'bank-nc 
of an hundred pounds, which was now become 
n Mancel's fortune. 


— * 


oy * could not forbear: i interrupting” \ 
12 in this place, by ſomg; very ſevere 


_ &rath; which I believe was the 1 


— faſhionable to think intrię 
he is naturally rous, 
money ig cerned. ally generous, 
pod yas. my oouſin, that Mr. Hintman's behavi 
.- nin that cular © can be much wondered 

: 55 Death to ſuch a man muſt be ſo 'dreadful- an 

vent, that he will naturally endeavour to ©: 
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intrude, and when a perſon takes ſo little care 
to make proviſion for his own happineſs af- 
ter death, is it ſtrange he ſhould be unmind- . 
ful of what ſhall befall another after that fa- 
tal period ? when a man neglects his own foul, 
and deprives himſelf of all hope of everlaſting 
eli, © can we expect he ſhould take any trouble 


to provide for the temporal e convenience "or ano- 
ther perſon? 44-197 


« Beſides, could he, whe! REY at duel 

an innocent and amiable young woman to — 
and infamy in this world, and eternal perdi- 
tion in the next, be under any concern "leſt 
ſhe ' ſhould fall into the lefler miſeries of 


poverty ? it would have been an inconſiſtency 
n ſuch: a character.“ 


© Vol * enflantry in'a beo . t 
mien ſaid Lamont.“ | * 0 


7 


1 do Hidaed, fir, anfwered Mrs: Maynard, 
I look on it as the moſt dangerous of vices, 
it deſtroys truth, honour, | Humanity, it is di- 
rectly contrary to the laws of God, is the 
deſtruction "ſociety, and almoſt as inconſif 
tent with morality as with religion.” ; ied 
1 7 L 
«1: beg pardon, adam interrupted Lamont, 
(who felt himſelf a little touched with What 


the faid) for breaking into your 8 on 
"muſt beg you will continue ak | 


Mis Melvyn, at Mrs. May 8 Was 
oo well acquainted with the ſtrength of Loviſa's 
| ind,” to ak it TRI to d from her 
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Which time he hoped, to be able to. eſtgbli 
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any part of what had. , paſſed; denn he 
oy and honey Hintman' s relation. Arr. 


ee much affected by Mr. Hionan's < 

ing, with a heart ſo unfit to appear at the tr 
bunal before which he was ſo ſuddenly ſun 
moned, thought not immediately of herſelf; by 
when ſhe reflected on the dangers ſhe had « 
caped, ſhe bleſſed her poverty, ſince it was th 
conſequence of an event. which delivered he 
from ſo much greater evils, and ſent up man 
ſincere and ardent thankſgivings to heaven, fa 
ſo ſignal a preſervation. Theſe, thoughts poſle 
ſed our young friends for the firſt three or fou 
days after Mr. Hintman's death; but then the 
began to think it requiſite to conſult with M 
d' Avora, on what courſe of life it was moſt ac 
viſable for Miſs Mancel to enter. This was 


difficult point to determine; though her under hen 
ſtanding and attainments were far ſuperior ti ved. 
_ years, yet they were ſenſible her you hart 


anc 
leſs 


oule, 


be a great impediment to her in a 
ne. Mr. d'Avora, therefore adyiſed 
"that ſhe ſhould. continue a little longer at th 


ſchool, and then fix in the moſt; private man lle 
ner imaginable for three or fouf years, | Dr 
E 


her in ſome widow's family, as governeſs to 
her children; for he mich her ſhe N not then 


3 


* 2 in any chpacity.. that fixed, Ag the, fi mi 
3 ; ſe with her huſband. 


Gre 
eet1, 
nder 
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N Miſs Mancel had. many jewels and trit 
kets of value, ſhe had no doubt but that wi 
. . ſne * chat herſelf for the tern 
Ks N 
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Mr. d'Avora mentioned, and even. longer if 
equiſite, as ſhe could add to her little fund 
by the produce of her induſtry. As Miſs Mel- 
yn's return home drew near, it was agreed, 5 
je that ſhe ſhould ſeek out ſome place in Sir 
ſunCharles's neighbourhood, where Louiſa might 


her 


F; odge cheaply and reputably ; and in the mean 
ad e ime Mr. d' Avora ſhould diſpoſe of whatever; 
as the had of value, except her books and her 


arpſicord; theſe ſhe reſolved. not to part with, 
man till the produce of her other things, and the mo- 
1, ſaey ſhe had by her, was ſpent, as they would 
poſſeſ pot only amuſe her in the country, but afford 
r foullber the power of improving herſelf in thoſe 
the ccompliſhments which were to be her future 
h Mroviſion. 


was This plan ſoftened the pangs of eee | 

unden hen the time of Miſs Melvyn's departure. ar- 

:or ed. It was not long before the found out an 

youlfihpartment at a reputable farmer's, Where Miſs 
ancel might lodge conveniently, Had it been: a 

dviſedli leſs tolerable. place, its vicinity to Sir. Charles's 

at th ouſe, from Which, it was but a quarter of a 

man hile diſtant, © would have made it a very de- 

| ghtful abode” to her, and the ſoon. FE 


ſtabli ither. | | 41:50 


* 


Great was PT Joy. of the two. ds at 
eeting. . ly Net's ſituation. at, home was, 
br — 8918 as irkſome is poſſible, by Lady: he | 
e ſari behaviour both. to her and. Sir Charles. | 
"0 "og "notwithſtanding her ill treatment, was exe. 
„bad of, on: totally guided "by her. 
une wind was fo intirely enſlaved, that he . 
til Id nothing but 1 in the light wherein ſhe pleaſs:; IS 
oY of e It. 1 Was lo, caſy a N "ok 
; that 


att” 
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that ſhe could ſcarcely feel the joys of {lie 
triumph in her 5 5 art, which was on no ner 
ſubject ſo conſtantly exerted, as in keeping up 

4 coldneſs in Sir Charles towards his daugh- I 
ter; this ſhe had with tolerable facility effectel whe 
in her abſence, and was affiduouſly careful to grie 
preſerve now ſhe was preſent. To thoſe who forg 
- know not the power an artful woman can ob- Mel 
- taiti over a weak man, it would appear incredi- Never 
ble, that any father could be prejudiced againſt in 1 
daughter, whoſe whole attention was to pleaſe that 
him. She had ſo perfect a command over her tem- 


per 
per, that ſhe never appeared to take offence at am herſ 
thing Lady Melvyn ſaid or did, though that lady vent 
endeavouted by every provocation to throw her of and 
her guard. This behaviour only encreaſed her ha time 
tred, which was not in the leaſt abated by Mi ſhe! 
Mlelvyn's taking every opportunity of being ſer to h 

Viceable to her brothers and ſiſters-in-law. Lady 
Mielvyn perſuaded Sir Charles, that his daughter L. 
calmneſs was only aſſumed in his prefence, and con whe. 
tinually complained of her inſolence, when he wahapp 
not by. If he ever appeared to doubt the truth each 


Her report, the would burſt into tears, complain d 

- 15 want of love, and little confidence in her; an 
metimes thought proper to ſhew her grief at ſuc 
treatment by a pretended hyſteric fit, always reac 

at call to come to her aſſiſtance, though really 
unneceffari y laviſhed on one eafily duped withe t rien 

| thoſe t{h6ripts means, that it appeared a wante 
wess of cunning, which was thus exerted only fa 
i own indulgence. She fodti' perceived that Mil 
— , Melyyn rather choſe to fubmit to any afperſron 


* than to render her father 'unhappy,/by undecernnE 
bim; andtaking advantage of this generoſity, WI 
| | ſometimes, to eſtabliſh his opinion of her veract n. 
4 acchſe Mils Xrelvyn to her face of offeger wh 
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ſhe had never committed, and things ſhe had 


never ſaid. Te 


Wl 

u N | 3 > 

Fo In ſuch a ſituation the arrival of a friend, into 
eel whoſe ſympathetic boſom ſhe could pour all her 


griefs, and in whoſe. delightful ſociety ſhe could 
forget them, was the higheſt bleſſing. But Lady 
Melvyn contrived to make her feel mortifications 
credi-Meven in this tendereſt particular, for though ſhe'was 
nſt in her heart glad to have her out of the houſe, 
pleaſeſi that ſhe might not be witneſs of much impro- 
tem per behaviour, yet ſhe would ſometimes mortify 
herſelf in order to teaze Mifs Melvyn, by pre- = 
venting her from going to her beloved friend; nn 
er ofMWand continually alledged, her ſpending ſo much 
time with Louiſa, -as a proof of that averſion 
ſhe had made Sir Charles believe Miſs Melvyn had 
to her, n | i 


Louiſa felt deeply her friend's uneaſineſs, but 

1d conWwhen they were together they could not be un- 

he walWhappy. They ſeldom paſſed a day without ſeeing 

ach other; but as Lady Melvyn had taken no no- 

ice of Louifa, ſhe could not go tb her houſe, 

r ; antherefore their meetings were at her lodgings, 
here they often read together, and at other times 

ould apply to muſic to drive away melancholy re- 
lexions. As Louiſa wiſhed to remain near her 
riend as long as poſſible, ſhe endeavoured, by 
aking in plain-work, to provide for ſome part of 

& current expences, the lefs to diminiſh the little 
ind/the had by her. She likewiſe employed part 
ine in painting, having reaſon to hope, that 
WMecould find means of offering her pictures tis Wi 
me might from them raiſe a very cotivenienbe» . = 
While ſhe was thus contriving to enable her- 
d enjoy for many years the converſation of her 
IP D 2 | friend, - 
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friend, Lady Melvyn was as induſtriouſly lay ing 

ſchemes, that, if ſucceſsful, muſt diſappoint all the 
young lady*s hopes. 5 


Towards the end of the autumn, Mr, Morgan, 
a man of fortune, who had ſpent above half a year 
in a fruitleſs purſuit after health, made a viſit to a 
1 8 in the neighbourhood, Unfortunately 
iſs Melvyn's charms made a conqueſt of this gen- 
tleman, in whom age had not gained a victory over 
5 Miſs , Melyyn's humility occaſioned her 
eing the laſt perſon who perceived the impreſſion 
the had made on his heart, and his age would ſcarce- 
ly. ſuffer her to believe her ſenſes when the ſymp- 
toms became moſt apparent, A girl may find ſome 
» amuſement in a young lover, though ſhe feels 
no diſpoſition: in herſelf to return his paſſion, her 
vanity is flattered by his addreſſes, and a woman 
muſt be very little diſpoſed to be pleaſed, who 
receives no pleaſure from one who is continually 
endeavouring to oblige and amuſe her ; but the 
moſt whimſical of the poets never fancied a grey- 
bearded Cupid, or repreſented Hymen with a 
torch in one hand, and a crutch in the other, 

1 allow that, HPC: 


—_ 


©. Oft the matrimonal Cupid, 


© ©Laſh'd on by time, "grows tir'd and ſtupid,” | 
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and doesnot always wear that blooming joyous coun: 
tenance, which the painters give him; but ſhould 
any. capricious artiſt , take the ſickle hut of the 
hand gf old Time, and in its place put;Banens 
torch; the picture might be thought ve, 
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) wh Such a lover could excite na emotion in his miſ- 
25% treſs's heart but diſguſt. © Miſs Melvyn's principles 
were too delicate to ſuffer her to think ſhe had any 
title to riciedle a man for his partiality to her, 
however ill-ſuited to himſelf ; but no conſideration 
could prevent his addreſſes from being extremely 
diſagreeable: however, ſhe could without an 
great difficulty have fo far commanded herſelf, as to 
beer have treated him with complaiſance, till he gave 
| her her an opportunity of rejecting his courtſhip, had 
MT e not been apprehenſive that this affair would 
£110 WMeive Lady Melvyn a new ſubject for perſecution: 
_—_ ne was pretty certain, that lady would be glad to 
1 ettle her in another county; and that her averſe- 
feel eſs from ſo ill-ſuited a marriage would only ſerve as 
5 "Wn additional recommendation to her mother; She 
„ber Bras indeed determined in juſtice to Mr. Morgan, 
N ind compaſſion to herſelf, not to be induced by 
ory ny ſollicitations to marry a man whom ſhe 
Ah, ould not hope, that even the ſtrongeſt attach- 
OO nent to duty could render fo well as indiffe- 
Ke ent to her, but ſhe dreaded the means that might 
uin "We taken to oblige her to accept Mr. Morgan's 
other. ropoſal. g 13 3 — ; 


"gan, 
-year 
tO 4 
ately 
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Little did ſhe gueſs what thoſe means would be. 
he expected to be attacked alternately with all the 
olence of paſſion, the affected ſoftneſs of diſſimu- 
ation, and every art that cunning could deviſe, to 


9 Sir Charles to concur in her perſecution. 
ſhou beſe indeed were employed as ſoon as Mr. Mor- 
of, made his propoſals ; but her ladyſhip had too 
oy ny reſources in her fertile brain to perſevere Jong. 


8 courſe ſhe found unavailing. The farmer Where 


"Y * 


Mancel lodged had a ſon, who Was in treaty” - = 
Lady Melvyn for a farm, which at the end f 


: reduced to the Jaſt agonies by her affectionate ap: 


* 
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the year would become vacant. This perſon ſhe 
thought fit for her-purpoſe, as Miſs-Melvyn's going 
ſo frequently to Miſs Mancel, might give ſome co- 
lour to her invention. She therefore took care to 
be found by Sir Charles drowned in tears; he prel; 
ſed to know the occaſion. of her grief, but ſhe 
reſiſted his importunity in ſuch a manner, as could 
not fail to encreaſe it, ſtill-ſhe declared, that 
© ſhe loved him to that exceſs ſhe could not com. 
© municate a ſecret which ſhe knew muſt afflid 
© him, even though the ſuppreſſion and inwarl 
© preyings of her ſorrow ſhould prove fatal to 
her life.” 8 

Sir Charles now on his knees intreated her * t 
© acquaint him with the misfortune ſhe endeavour- 
© ed to conceal, aſſuring her, that nothing could 
© give him ſo much concern as ſeeing her in tha 
condition.“ She told him, ſhe was ſenſible, thi 
< as his wife it was her duty to obey him; ( a duh 
© newly diſcovered, or at leaſt newly. performed h 
© her ladyſhip) but ſhe feared ſhe had not ſtrength 
'© Teft to give it utterance.” The endeavour threv 
her into an hyſteric fit, which was ſucceeded by 
many others, that Sir Charles was almoſt franti 
with his fears for ſo tender a wife, who was thi 


prehenſions of giving him pain. 


Aſter rubbing her hands and feet till they wen 
ſore, ſuffocating her with burnt feathers, and hall 
paiſoning her with medicines, Sir Charles and he 
- ſervants ſo far brought her to life, that after ſendinf 
her attendants out of the room, ſhe had juſt po 
to tell him, * ſhe had diſcovered an intrigue 
_ ©. tween his daughter and Simon the young-farmell 
and then immediately ſunk into anothet op Whg 
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however did not laſt ſo long; for as ſhe. had re 
moved the heavy burden, off her mind, the ſoon be” 
e e e it yt 


ſhe 
oing 
e co- 
re to 
prel. 
ſhe 
could 
that 
com- 
afflid 
ward 
al to 


Melvyn told him, but could. not doubt the l 
of the fact, when he had ſeen the very violent e 
fet it had on his tender wife. He aſked her 
advice how to proceed; and it was ſoon determined 
that it was neceſſary, either to oblige Miſs Melvyn 
to marry Mr. Morgan directly, or to diſclaim her 
for ever, and remove the diſgrace of ſo. infamous a 
onduct as far from themſelves as poſſible. With this 
eſolution ſhe was to-be immediately acquainted. 


Miſs Melvyn was accordingly called in, and bit- 


15 0 
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coul{{Merly reproached by Sir Charles; to which my La- | 
n thay added frequent lamentations, that ſhe ſhould. ſo i 
e, haar forget herſelf, and diſgrace ſo worthy a fanuly, = 

a dutyWnterſperſing with them many expreſſions of the un- 


leſerved tenderneſs ſhe had always had for her, and 
her great confidence in Miſs Melyyn's prudence and 
virtue, ſhedding tears for her having fo unhappily 
werved from- them. V SAY 1117+ + = 


ned b 
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As all this paſſed for. ſome time in general terms, 
iſs Melvyn was in doubt whether ſhe or her pa- 


liſtraction on one ſide or the other. As ſoon as ſhe 
ould recover her ſurprize, ſhe begged*to know 
hat crime ſhe had committed? her aſtoniſhment 


y well 
Ad hal 
nd bt 
ſendinf 


pow 
Pu it. The ſubmiſſive and mild temper which had 


e veal; 
- Itherto moſt ſtrongly characteriſed; her, vaniſhed 
e iojurious a charge, and ſhe denied the fact 


,0weve with 


Sir Charles was very much ſhocked at what Lady : 


rents had loſt their ſenſes ; convinced there muſt be 


as ſtill increaſed by the anſwer ſhe received, which 
as an accuſation of this ſtrange intrigue ; and her 
ſequent viſits to Miſs Mancel were brought as proofs 


* 


. c lealt ground. , 


a; tive a bell rang, which informed us that dinner wa 
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with that true ſpirit which innocence inſpires; She 
told Lady Melvyn, that though ſhe had hither. 
to ſilently ſubmitted to all her ill uſage, yet i 
* was her duty to repel an injury like this, and when 
her reputation was fo cruelly aſperſed, it woul 
be criminal to ſuffer the vile inventors to paſs un 
©: expoſed: | She iniſiſted on being confronted with 
© her accuſers, a privilege allowed to the greatel 
© criminals, and by the ſevereſt judges, therefore 
'© ſurely could not be refuſed by a father to a daugh- 
ter, on à charge ſo highly lnnprobithle; and 5 
. which no lightneſs in her conduCt ever gave tl 


Az Mrs. Maynard was in this part of . narra 


ready, and we were unwillingly obliged to poſtpone 

the continuation of the hiſtory of the two young 
8 5 ill a more convenient opportuunty. N 
ro 
ae afternoon before" we roſe from table, fou be 
ladies came to drink tea with this admirable ſociety] | 
No addition was neceſſary to render the converſatioi No 
amuſing; but the ſtrangers ſeemed to look on the ſur 
ladies of the houſe with ſuch gratitude and vene H af 
ration, and were treated by them with ſo mucin o 
I ba politeneſs, as gave me pleaſure. I found “ 
AXES 1 various enquiries after different perſons, tha C 
>> theſe viſitors likewiſe lived in a large ſociety. Wheſ 3 
they roſe up to take leave, Mrs. Trentham * prope tal 
Ted to walk part of the way home with them. M <a 
one objeQted to it, for the evening was inviting lec 
and they-had deſigned to ſpend it in the o Wi 
through which theſe Ladies were to paſs ; for Lad e 
Mary obſerved, that © after having -ſhewn us e 4k 
© beauties: of the Places = EA to Dee 0 
© riches of 3 ©: 1 | P 
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ther The park is cloſe. to one fide of the houſe; it is 

yet ot quite three miles round; the inequality of the 

when round much increaſes its beauty, and the timber 

would sr emarkably fine. We | could plainly perceive it | 

{s un. ad been many” year 8 in the poſſeſſion of good eco 

1 win omiſts, who, unprompted by neceſſity, did not 
reatell bhink that the profit that might ariſe from the ſale, 

reforeW ſufficient inducement to deprive it of ſome fine | 
laugh. Nrees, which are now decaying, but ſo happily 
nd fe Placed, that they are made more venerable, and 


ot leſs beautiful by their declining age. This park 
s much ornamented by two or three fine pieces of 
ater z one of them is a very noble canal, ſo artful- 
y. terminated by an elegant bridge, beyond which 
s a wood, that it there appears like a fine river va- 
iſning from the eye. | . E 
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75 Mrs. Morgan ſtopped us in one ſpot, ſaying, 
from hence, as Lady Mary obſerved, you may 


e, fou behold our riches, that building, (pointing to 
ſocietii what we thought a pretty temple) which perhaps 
ſation you imagine deſigned only for ornament or plea- 
on tha ſure, is a very large pigeon. houſe, that affords 
vene 2 ſufficient ſupply to our own family, and many of 

| much our neighbours. That hill On your right-hand 18 * 


I found warren, prodigiouſly ſtocked with rabbits 3 this 


is, tha canal, and theſe other pieces of water, as welk © 

Whei as the river you ſaw this morning, furngſb our 

prope table with a great profuſion of fiſn. Y ou will 

m. N eaſily believe from the great number of dee u 
nviting f dee atound us, that we have as much veniſen as 
par we cant uſe, either in preſents to our friendgggor 

r Fd gur cen family. Hares, and all forts of ole -* 

us i Hikewiſe abound here;z..fo that with the helge s 


— 


*Forded all the neceſſaries of life. Theſe ate in- 
deed our riches; here we have almoſt every. - 
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. N 
>'*. thing we can want, for a very ſmall proportion of 

7 chat erpence which others are at to on then, « ] 
3 Such "a ebam; ald I, 0 be d rouMImuſi 
© to many people, for if, as ſome. have . the 
U Aang, in regard to a great part of the world, ¶ gooc 
_ ſeat with truth, mutual wants are the greu than 
[| | bands of ſociety, a perſon thus placed, would be ¶ verſ- 
iin danger of feeling himſelf ſo ' independant we 2 
being, as might tempt him to diſclaim all com. ſociz 

= . © merce With mankind, ſince he could not be be. 
_ + < ricfited by them. He would look on himſelf ini - 1. 
_ I». the light of a rich man gaming with ſharpers, Lad 
_ %* < withagreat probability « of loſing, and a Txtniniy in th 
| . of never being a gainer.“ ; ly pl 
14 II do not think the danger, replied Lady Mary, D 
i} ſo great as you imagine, even though we allowſiiff crou 
1 | that ſociety ariſes from the motive you mention ¶ oppe 
However fortune may have ſet us above any bo- in w 
1 | dily wants, the mind will ſtill have many which perl! 
1 would drive us into ſociety. Reaſon wiſhes for Hob 
. communication and improvement; benevolence The 
1 longs for objects on which to exert itſelf; the ſo·¶ amb 
Fial comforts of friendſhip are ſo. neceſſary to our ſtan! 
© happineſs, that it would be impoſſible not to er- bein 
© deavour to enjoy them. In ſickneſs the languot have 
of our minds makes us wiſh for the amuſements tum 
© of cenverſation; in health the vivacity of our thei 
"ſpirits leads us to defire it. To avoid pain we of { 
© feek after corporeal conveniencies,/ to procure plea 
17 3 we aim at mental enjoyments; and I be. not 
lieve, if we obſerve the general courſe of men ratic 
2 ations, we ſhall ſee them at leaſt as ſtrongiß plac 
. 3 y the deſire of pleaſure, as by * mw feu 
e though philoſophers, who have but 
* bir at mente more on reaſon than the pu reaſ 
p ledge of n, N haye W otherwiſe et 
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22 > neee. 

1 think, ſaid Mrs. Saen, 4 has £; 
erted, that he who could live deut dare. 
rerou miſt be more than a God, vs Jeſs than a man; 

poſed, the latter part of this Aden bave held -. 
rid, I good had he carried (it farther, god faid lower 
great than a brute, for there is vo creature in the uni- 

uld beſ verſe that is not linked into ſome ſociety, except, 

ant ¶ we allow the exiſtence of that exploded and un- 

com- ¶ ſociable bird "= Phenix. : 

be be- 

elf u © Lam ” Wa interrup pted . 1 — 2 

rpers, Ladies, who ſeclude n fodres from the world 44; 

taintyſi in this ſolitary though beautiful place, 0 __ - 
= ly plead. for ſociety + 24 | 


Mary, © Do you then, 1 replied Mrs. Mancel, miſtake: 2 '  .- 
allow croud he ſociety ? I know not two things more 8 
ntion.i oppoſite. How little ſociety is there to be found [/ 
y bo- in what you call the world? It might more pro- 
which perly be compared to that ſtate of war, which | 
es for Hobbes ſuppoſes the firſt condition of mankind. =. 
dlenceſ The ſame vanities, the ſame paſſions, the ſame = 
he ſo - ambition, reign in almoſt every breaſt; a con- 
to our ſtant deſire to ſupplant, and a continual fear of 
to en-i being ſupplanted, keep the minds of thoſe who 
nguorli have any views at all in a ſtate of unrefaitted 
ments tumult and envy; and thoſe who have no aim iin 
f our their actions are too irrational to have a notion 
uin wel of ſocial comforts. The love, as well as the 
cure pleaſures.of ſociety, is founded in reaſon, and ean- 
by be: not exiſt in thoſe minds which are filled with ir- 
tional purſuits. Such indeed might claim a 
* Place in the ſociety of birds and beaſts, though 
tew'would deſerve to be admitted amongſt them, 
but that of reaſonable beings muſt be founded in 
realon;. What I underſtand by ſociety is a ſtate 
of mutual confidence, reciprocal. ſervices, and -- 
85 ; . 3 : 
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4 ee affections; where numbers 
thus united, there will be a free communica 
of ſentiments, and we fhall then find ſpeech, t 

= peculiar bleſſing given to man, a valuable 
indeed; but when we ſee it reſtrained by ſuſh 
on, or contaminated by detraction, we rat 
9 wonder that ſo dangerous a power was truf 
© with a race of beings, who ſeldom make ap 
per uſe of it. 
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© You will 1 us 3 er we ions 

369 cards, no aſſemblies, no plays, no maſquerad 

in this ſolitary place. The firſt we might hay 

ve choſe it, nor are they totally diſclaimed by 

* but while we can with ſafety ſpeak our o 

thoughts, and with pleaſure read thoſe of wi 

. © perſons, we are not likely to be often reduc 

to them. We wiſh not for large aſſembli 

bbecauſe we do not deſire to drown converlati 

© in noiſe; the amuſing fictions of dramatic write 

are not neceſſary where nature affords us ſo ma 

real delights; and as we are not afraid of ſhew 

'© our hearts, we have no occaſion to conceal « 

. © perſons, in order to obtain hoc Wr 
bs "PR" DO" Wh ARG o. | 


C What a Fran W ſhould we have, mac 

_ ©*replied In if you were to N 8 
Za [COMER +] 8 x 
3 55 By no means, 1 anſwered Mrs. Manch 
_ < wiſh to make only theſe alterations, to chan} 
© noiſe for real mirth, flutter for ſettled chearfylng 
affected wit for rational converſation ; ; and 
© but have that degree of diſſipation baniſh 
© which depri ves people of time for reflection ond 
© motives for, and conſequences of, their — 

2 5 may be real and pe * 
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ers and followed neither by repentance nor puniſh- "3 

ca « ment. I would wiſh: them to have leiſure to 

h, ill <. conſider by whom they were ſent into the world, 

ble and for what purpoſe, and to learn, that their 

Tull < happineſs conſiſts in fulfilling the deſign of their 

: rails Maker, in providing for their own greateſt! feli- 
truſt 


e ap to the convenience of others. 


« You ſeem, madam, anſwered Lamont, to 


have «© chooſe to make us all ſlaves to exch other ? 


gETr: 15 
t have 
d by 
dur 01 

of wil 
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© make you friends. 
are continually endeavouring to ſerve and oblige 
© each other; this reciprocal communication of 
benefits ſhould be univerſal, and * we e 
with reaſon be fond of this world. 2 

hs 
el But, ſaid Bamont, this 3 e 
cation 1s im 


man do me? I may relieve him, but how can he 
* return the obligation ?? 


8 11 is he, anſwered Mrs. Mancel, who fitſt 
* conferred it, in giving you an opportunity of 
F * relieving him. The pleafure he has afforded 

* you, is as far ſuperior to the gratification y 
* have. procured him; as it is more bleſſed to give 
than to receive. You will perhaps ſay of him, 


0 1 ; himſelf and tell me that, | 
1 . His poverty and not his will conſents? 
of OH Fete it be and do you | 


4 4 


Pay his N and not his will: * 5 
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city, and contributing all that is in their power 1 
No, fir, replied Mrs. Mancel, 1 would nbd 


Thoſe who are really ſuch _.” Ml 


poſſible ; what ſervice can a poor 


* as. the apothecary in Romeo and Toilet: 0 


_— 


Zut certainly the higheſt ſatisfaction is on your 
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© ſide, and much obliged you are to that poverty, 
* which enables you to obtain ſo great a gratifica- 
* tion. But do not think the poor can make no ade- 
_ © quate return.” The greateſt pleaſure this world 
7 can give us is that of being beloved, but how 
© ſhould we expect to obtain love without deſerving 
it? Did you ever fee any one that was not fond g n 
© of, a dog that fondled him? Is it then poſſible to 
© be inſenſible to the affection of a rational being? B. 


© If Mr. Lamont, ſaid one of the viſitors, has vil 
not ſo high a ſenſe of the pleaſure: of being-grate- MW ho 
c fully loved and eſteemed, we ought not to blame ¶ bu 
© him; he, perhaps, like the greateſt part of the of 

world, has not fufficiently tried it, to be a pro- 
per judge; Mrs. Mancel is certainly very deep in 
© this knowledge, and her opinion may be received 
6 as almoſt an infallible decifion, fince it is found- 
ed on long experience; and how nobly does ſhe 
© calm the eager wiſhes of impotent gratitude, in 
6. declaring herſelf to be The moſt benefited when 
© ſhe confers obligations.* - 109 


This was uttered with ſo much warmth, and 
accompanied by looks fo expreſſive of affection and 
grateful ſenſibility, that I plainly faw it proceeded 
from ſomething more than mere ſpeculative appro- 
bation. Lamont declared; that he was well con- 
vinced of the juſtneſs of what. Mrs. Mancel ha: 
© faid; at firſt it appeared rather a ſentiment utter 
© ed in ſport, than an opinion which could k 
proved by argument; but that a little reflex1oi 
© on one's own ſenſations, would afford ſuffic ien 
_ © conviction of the truth of her aſſertion, and thal 
© the general errors in the conduct of mankivl th 
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« plainly evinced they were of the ſame opinion, 
though they often miſtook the means; for what, 
© continued he, do people ruin themſelves by 


* pomp and ſplendor, hazard their. lives in the 
« purſuits of ambition, and, as Shakeſpear lays, 


6c Seck the bubble reputation even in the can- 
© non's mouth; hag 


But to gain popular applauſe and eſteem ? For 
what do others throw away their time in uſeleſs ci- 
vilities, and politely flatter all they meet, but in 
hopes of pleaſing ? Even thoſe who make it their 
buſineſs to ſlander merit, and exaggerate the faults 
of others, do it from a deſire of raiſing themſelves 
in the opinion of mankind, by lowering thoſe 
who may be brought into compariſon with * F 


During this converſation we had ads aced with» 
a field of the houſe, and the ladies ſtopped to 
ake their leave, ſaying, as the evening was too 
far advanced to ſuffer them to make any ſtay with 
their good friends, they would not diſturb them 
by juſt entering their . But as ſome par- 
y enſued, ſeveral ladies: who had ſeen us from the 
indows ran out, juſt to pay their compliments to 
e worthy inhabitants of Millenium-Hall. The 
eaſure of this ſhort meeting ſeemed reciprocal, 
d both ſides appeared unwilling to 2285 but the 

ting ſun admoniſhed us to return. 


ths houſe to which we a hed ſo nearly approache 
Very large old manſion, and its in erer 
numerous, that I was curious to know how ſo 
became afſembled together. Mrs. Maynard 
chat if ſhe did not ſatisfy: my inquiries, I 
was A * danger of remaining ignorant we 
the 
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© the nature of that ſociety, as her friends would 
not be eaſily prevailed With to . e on 
6 that ce | 


a, 6 * * a R a 


if Theſe ladies, ſaid ſhe, long beheld with com- 6 
6 paſſion the wretched fate of thoſe women, who 
from ſcantineſs of fortune, and pride of family, .. 
are reduced to become dependant, and to bear a ;;, 
the inſolence of wealth, from ſuch as will receive ſe 

chem into their families; ; theſe, though in ſome 
meaſure voluntary ſlaves, yet ſuffer all the eviii 
of the ſevereſt ſervitude, and are, I believe, the „ 
moſt unhappy part of the creation. - Sometime lit 
they are unqualified to gain a maintenance, edu yn 
cated, as is called, genteelly, or, in other word; fie. 

idly, they are ignorant of every thing that migh 
give them ſuperior abilities to the lower rank q 
people, and their birth renders. them leſs acceyM the 
© table ſervants to many, who have not generoſi fig! 
| enough to treat them as. they ought, and yet e the 
not chooſe while they are acting the miftrelM ma 
p perhaps too haughtily, to feel the ſecret reproach miſ 
© es of their own hearts. Poſſibly pride may ſtil ter; 

5 oftener reduce theſe indigent gentlewomen int 
this wretched ſtate of dependance, and thereio 1 
„ the world is leſs Ar to pity them; but n nov 

6; friends ſee human weaknels 1 in nher Acht. 

| $42] | I 
C They i imagine themſelves too hy from perſeſ i that 
© tion to have any title to expect it in others, al aſyl: 
© think, that there are none in whom pride 1 is ſo e ¶ poſit 


_ ©. eufable-as'id the poor; for if there is the {mall 
$: ſpark of it in their compoſitions, and who 45 
_ ©: tirely free from it, the frequent neglects and 
© dignities they meet with muſt keep it continui 
© alive. If we are deſpiſed for caſual defcieng 
wwe ve naturally ſeek in ourſelves for ſome 70 
IS 5  relll 
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vould reſtore us to that dignity in our own eyes, which 
ce on thoſe humiliating mortifications would otherwiſe 
| debaſe. Thus we learn to ſet too great a value 
on what we ſtill poſſeſs, whether advantages of 
com-WF birth, education, or natural talents; any thin 
Who will ſerve for a reſource td mortified pride; an 
zmily, as every thing grows by oppoſition and perſecu- 
ear al tion, we cannot wonder, if the opinion of our- 
eceiveMf ſelves increaſes by the ſame means. 
ſome | | 
e evil 
e, the 
etimes 


© To perſons in this way of thinking, the pride 
which reduces many to be, what is called with too 
little humanity, toad-eaters, does not render them 


„ edu unworthy of compaſſion. Therefore for the re- 
oa lief of this race they bought that large manſion. 
; Migit — ö n * r 
rank q They drew up ſeveral regulations, to ſecure 


accep the peace and good order of the ſociety they de- 
ſigned to form, and -ſending a copy of it to all 


yet i their acquaintance, told them, that any gentle- 
niſtreſſ man's daughter, whoſe character was unble- 
proach miſhed, might, if ſhe deſired it, on thoſe 
nay full terms be received into that ſociety.” ? 


CREE gn yet ITY EC 
hereſoſ I begged, if it was not too much trouble, to 


but m 
ht. 


now what the regulations were 


s 


The firſt rule, ä Mrs. Maynard, was, 


n peri that whoever choſe to take the benefit of this 
1ers, A aſylum, for ſuch I may juſtly call it, ſhould" de- 
e is ſo e polite, in the hands of a perſon 'appointe@ for 
e {nab that purpoſe, whatever fortune ſhe was miſtreſs 
(ho is et, the ſecurity being approved by her and her 


friends, and remaining in her poſſeſſion. When- 
ever ſhe leaves the ſociety, her fortune ſnauld be 
repaid her, the intereſt in the mean time being 
appropriated to the uſe of the community. The 
r | : c great : 


— 
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great deſign of this was to preſerve an exad 


© equality between them; for it was not expel « 7 

_ ©. that the intereſt of any of their fortunes ſhou imp 

© pay the allowance they were to have for the tune 

« cloaths. If any appeared to have ſecreted part ¶ or p 

her fortune ſhe ſhould be expelled the ſociety. Wl ſhal 

| 15 | her 

__ © Secondly, Each perſon to have a bed-chambalii beir 

| © to herſelf, but the eating-parlour and drawing by | 

© room in common. | 

2 | pp « Þ 

_ © Thirdly, All things for rational amuſemeniſ ſuit: 

.* ſhall be provided for the ſociety.; muſical inſti ſhal 
ments, of whatever ſort they ſhall chooſe, book 

_ © tents for work, and, in ſhort, conyeniencies {off © 7 

every kind of employment. thar 

n 0047 old RN 3 | wer 

_..©, Fourthly, They muſt conform to very regu rou; 

: f. lar hours. 25 # _ 8 | req: 

„„ 5 OF will 

Fifthly, An houſe-keeper will be appointed ii by t 

© manage the houſehold affairs, and a ſufficien pert 

© number of ſervants provided. : | of t] 

HIP otter. DAL 3 tim. 

„ * Sixthly, Each perſon ſhall alternately, a wei foci 

© af a time, preſide at the table, and give wi ou 

or 


family orders may be requiſite. 


* © Seventhly, Twenty five-pounds a year Cul © * 


- © he allowed to each perſon for her cloaths a hir 
JJ 5 
- . © Fighthly, Their dreſs ſhall be quite plain wb. 

© neat, but not particular nor uniform. 8 

We 1 Av: 
Ninthly, The expences of ſickneſs ſhall Wpay 


* diſcharged by the patroneſſes of this 7 " 
| 7 ** 
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« Tenthly, If any one of the ladies behaves with 
imprudence ſhe ſhall be diſmiſſed, and her for- 
tune returned; likewiſe if any ſhould by turbulence 
or pettiſhneſs of temper, diſturb the ſociety, it 
ſhall be in the power of the reſt of them to expel 
her; a majority of three parts of the community 


by balloting. 0.1154 957 


ſuitable to the convenience of a gentlewoman, 


ſhall be provided. ' 


© Theſe were the prineipal articles ; and in leſs 
than two months a dozen perſons of different ages 
were eſtabliſhed in the houſe, who ſeemed tho- 


requeſt of one of them, who had à friend that 


wiſhed to be admitted, an order was ſoon added, 
by the conſent of all, that gave leave for any 


time, as ſhould be agreeable to herſelf and the 


for a maid-ſervant, and thirty for a man. 


* The number of this ſociety is now increaſed to 
thirty, four ladies board there, one of whom 
has two children, and there are five young la- 


whoſe mothers being dead, and their families 
related to ſome of the ſociety, their kinſwomen 
have undertaken their education; theſe likewiſe. 


ſhall | pay an hundred pounds a year each. It has 
ety. equently happened, that widow ladies have 
Tenth My © come 


* 


— . ee 


* 4 . 
1 


being for the expulſion, and this te be performed 


roughly delighted with their ſituation. At the 


perſon who would conform exactly to the rules 
of the houſe, to board there for ſuch length of 


ſociety, for the price of an hundred pounds a 
year, fifty for any child ſhe might have, twenty - 


- * 
. 
2 


dies, the eldeſt not above twelve years old, 


—— 2 


"A Tur Hisr ov or 
come into this ſoci ety, ol their year & te 
Y mourning was expire 2 orgy 


* 


© With theſe aſfſtanices the x Fockety n. now bft 
with the utmoſt plenty and convenience, witho 
any additional expence to my good friends, ei 
cept a communication of what this park afford 
as our ſteward provides them with every thing 
and has the entire direction of the - houſehd| 
affairs, which he executes with the molt ſenſibk 


| Weben) * | 
© I ſhould i imagine, ſaid I, it were bee 


F to preſerve a comfortable harmony among 
many perſons, and conſequently n Ne 
* eng wok 8 


22 a «A * 42 4 * 


3 Certainly; anſuefed: Mrs. Mayn d, it is m 
© without its difficulties. For the lt year of th 
* eſtabliſhment my friends dedicated moſt of the 

tttme and attention to this new community, whi 
. * were every day either at the hall, or theſe ladi 

— with them, endeavouring to cultivate in il 
by ſiſterhood t that ſort of diſpoſition which is m 

productive of peace. By their example an 
Ke ſuggeſtions, (for it is difficult to give unreſerv 
advice where you may be ſuſpected of a deſign 
© diQtate) by their examples and ſuggeſtions then 
< fore, they led them to induſtry,” and ſhewe 
6. jt to be neceſſary to all ſtations, as the baſis 

_ © almoſt every virtue. An idle mind, like fall 

ground, is the ſoil for every weed to grow in; 
it vice ſtrengthens, the ſeed of every 

e flouriſhes unmoleſted and luxuriant; eg 
Seine malignity, ill humour, ſpread far and wil 
and the mind becomes a chaos, which it 1s beyat 

human power to call into order and "Ti 

W my good friends laboured to 1 fra 

4 the 
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f teq their infant eſtabliſhment... They taught them 
chat it was ann every — * to be of ſer- 
pal vice to others. That thoſe whoſe hands and 
viha minds were b the favours of fortune exempt 
trom the neceſſity of labouring for their own ſup- 
gor port, ought to be employed for ſuch as are de- 
thin titute of theſe advantages. They got this 
fob ſiſterhood to join with them in working for the 
my |, people, 1n viſiting, in admoniſhing, in teach- 
Jing them wherever their ſituations required theſe 

ſervices. Where they found that any of theſe 
adies had a taſte for gardening, drawing, muſic, 
reading or any manual or mental art, they culti- 
vated it, aſſiſted them in the pleaſanteſt means, 
and by various little ſchemes have kept up. theſe 
inclinations with all the ſpirit of purſuit, which is 
requiſite to preſerve moſt minds from that ſtate 
of languidneſs and inaQtivity, whereby life is ren- 
ered weariſome to thoſe who have never found 
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en have lels than two boarders at a time, 
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ce 
© who each keep an equipage ; while others ſhall 
© be amuſing themſelves in the garden, or walking 
© in the very pleaſant meadows which ſurround their 
„ Wa Aus: 


As no one is obliged to ſtay a minute longer ig 
company than ſhe chooſes, ſhe naturally retire, e 
as ſoon at it grows diſpleaſing to her, and doafif © ex 
not return till ſhe is prompted by inclination, and no 
conſequently well difpoſed to amuſe and be amu-il of 
ſed. They live in the very ſttict practice bf all re-M jut 
_ © ligious duties; and it is not to be dr ern how 
© much good they have done in the neighbourhood; c 
© how much by their cate the manners of the poor-M the 
© er people are reformed, and their neceſſities te. © be, 
© lieved, though without the diſtribution of much © in 
money; I ſay much, becauſe, ſmall as their ini © be] 
comes are, there are many who impart out of tha © tir 
_ © little to thoſe who have much leſs. C ret 


err viſits to us are frequent, and we are o 
"© ſuch a footing, that they never impede any of ou 
© etployments. My friends always inſiſted wher 


* poi 
© they waited on the community, that not one off © ter 
© the ſiſterhood ſhould diſcontinue whatever the not 
found her engaged in; this gave them the hin ind 
© to do the fame by us, and it is a rule, that u of 


© book is thrown aſide, no pen laid down at thei 
© entrance. There are always ſome of us marua 


© ly employed, who are at leifure to converſe, and © © , 
© if the viſit is not very ſhort, part of it is gene © ſect 
rally ſpent in hearing one of the girls read aloud © tati 

© who take it by turns through a great part bf tia} _ 
day; the only difference made for this addin © 
to the company is a change of books, that the © hay 
may not hear only part of a ſubje&, and begin ol © tle | 


a broken thread. Thus they give no interruptio 
A a4 | ot ; | 1 AY 
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hall and therefore neither trouble us, nor are them- 
ring Wl © ſelves ſcrupulous about coming, ſo that few days 
heit i © paſs without ſeeing fome of them, though fre- 
z queryly only time enough to accompany us in our 
walks, or partake of our muſic.” AE 


© Have you not, faid Lamont, been obliged to 

* expel many from the community? Since you do 

not allow petulancy of temper, nor any lightneſs 

© of conduct, I ſhould expect a continual revo- 
© lution.” | $1: oo AIST th 

© By no means, anſwered Mrs. Maynard, ſince 

* the eſtabliſhment of the community, there has 

been but one expelled ; and one finding ſhe was 

in danger of incurring the ſame ſentence, and I 

believe inwardly diſguſted with a country life, re- 

F tha © tired of her own free choice. Some more have 

rendered themſelves ſo diſagreeable, that the 

* queſtion has been put to the ballot; but the fear 


are of of being diſmiſſed made them fo diligent to get 
of ou © the majority on their fide, before the hour ap- 
| when © pointed for deciſion arrived, that it has been de- 
one ol © termined in their favour, and the . earneſt deſire 
r theſſß not to be brought into the ſame hazard again, bas 


je hint 


* induced them to mend their tempers, and ſome 
at nc 


* of theſe are now the moſt amiable people in the 
* whole community. 


Ig for levity of conduct they are pretty well 
© ſecured from it, by being expoſed to few temp- 
* tations in this retired place. | "SOOT 


Some, as in the courſe of nature muſt happen, 
© have died, and moſt of them bequeathed what lit- 
* tle they had towards conſtituting a fund for the 
* continuation of the community. More of them 


© h 
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© have married ; ſome to perſons Who knew them 
before, others to gentlemen in the neighbour. 
© hood, or ſuch as re cond to come into it; to 


96 


© whom their admirable conduct recommended 


them.“ 


I could not help exclaiming, Pi what a heaven 
© do you live, thus ſurrounded by people, who Owe 
* all their happineſs to your goodneſs ! This is, in. 


5M - Ger, imitating your Creator, and in ſuch pro- 


© portion as your faculties will admit, partaking of 
© his felicity, ſince you can no where caſt your 
< 52 without beholding numbers who derive eve- 

ry earthly good from your bounty, and are indebt- 
ed to your care and example for a reaſonable 
* hope of eternal happineſs. | 


I will not, faid Mrs. Maynard, give up my 
* ſhare of the felicity you ſo juſtly imagine theſe 
* ladies muſt enjoy, t Wah! have no part in what 
© occaſions it. When I reflect on all the bleſſing; 
they impart, and ſee how happineſs flows, as it 
were, in an uninterrupted. current from their 
hands and lips, I am overwhelmed with gratitude 
© to the almighty diſpoſer of my fate, for having 
© mercifully. thrown me into ſuch a ſcene of fe- 
c * Acity, where every hour yields true heart-felt 

© joy, and fills me with thankſgivings to Him, 
* who enables them thus to diſpenſe innume- 
5, rable bleſſings, and ſo greatly rewards them 
- © already by the jor. gonſoiouingls. of n 

5 — neten 


The Ladies at this time were at too — -2 dil- 
tance to hear our converſation ; for not chuſigg 0 
be preſent while their actions were the ſubjedts a 
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Upon enquiring of my couſin, whether the perſons 
in the large community we had been talking of 
brought any fortunes with them, ſhe told me that 
© moſt of them had a trifle, ſome not more thari an 
That in general the ladies 
© choſe to admit thoſe who' had leaſt, as their ne- 
« ceſlities were greateſt, except where ſome parti- 
« cular circumſtances rendered protection more re- 
« quiſite to others. That the hguſe not being large 
© enough to contain more than were already eſta- 


© bliſhed in it, they have been obliged to refuſe ad- 
* miſſion to many, and eſpecially ſome young wo- 
© men of near two thouſand pounds fortune, the 


* expenſive turn of the world now being ſuch, that 
* no gentlewoman can live genteely on the intereſt 
* of that ſum, and they prefer this Society to a. 
retirement in a country town. Some who wiſh- 
© ed to board, have likewiſe been refufed. As 
the expences of the firſt community, fall ſo far 
* ſhort of their expeQation, and the ſums appro- 
* priated for that purpoſe, they determined to hazard 
another of the ſame kind, and have juſt conclud- 
* ed a treaty for a ſtill larger manſion at about 
* three miles diſtance, and by the perſons now 
* waiting for it, they have reaſon to believe it will. 
* not be leſs ſucceſsful than the other, nor more. 
* expenſive ; but ſhould they be miſtaken in that. 
particular, they have laid aſide a fund ſufficient. 
to diſcharge it.“ Their ſcheme I find is to have 
ſome of the ladies down to Millenium Hall, as ſoon 
as they have made the purchaſe, and there they are 
to remain, while the neceſſary repairs and additi- 
ons are making to the houſe deſigned for their habi- 
tation, which they imagine will not be compleat- 
ed in leſs than half a year. They hope, by having 
the firſt admitted part of the community thus in 
the houſe with them for ſo long a time, to com- 
611 E penſate 
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penſate, in a good degree, for the diſadvantages | 
of being ſettled ſo much farther from them. The tle | 
fiſterhood of the other ſociety, likewiſe, in pity IM den, 
to thoſe who are expoſed to the fame ſufferings Ml "6 
from which they have been delivered, have offered iſ ©* 
to croud themſelves for a few months, to leave va- 
cant rooms for ſome who are deſtined to the other 


houſe, *till they can be there accommodated. Theſe . I 
alſo will be fitted for their new way of life, and. to 
taught to aim at the happineſs enjoyed in this , Ba 
community, by the ſame means that they have th: 
attained to it. N fel 
5 | 45 © the 
Our ſubject ended with our walk. Supper was ; for 
ſerved as ſoon as we entered the houſe, and general. 
converſation concluded the evening. | ? ol 


Had I not been led by ſeveral facts to repeat | _ 
already ſo many converſations, I ſhould be indu- . Jud 
ced not to bury all that paſſed at this time in dir 
filence ; but though I have taken the liberty, when 


the relation of facts naturally led to it, to com- m 
municate fuch diſcourſes as were pertinent to the | 
ſubject, it would be preſuming too far on your time, 


to repeat converſations which did not ſerve to illuſ- 
trate any particular actions, however worthy they 
may be of recollection. I ſhall therefore only ſay, Miſs 
that it was not with leſs reluctance I retired to my ' 
chamber, at the hour of bed-time, than the night 
before. | 


The next morning proved rainy; which pre- 
vented me from making any early excurſion.” But 
as it cleared up about leven o'clock; Lamont and 
I went into the ga” n, to enjoy the fragrance 
which every herb » flower exhales at this time of 
the year, after the ſirable refreſhment of ger 
| " | tle 


% 


— 


Miſs Maxczl and Mrs, Moxcan. 99 


he de ſhowers. I conducted him to the flower gar- 

© Wl den, which had ſo much delighted me the morn- 
ing before; and we had not paid due admiration - 
to all the vegetable beauties there exhibited to our 
view, when Mrs. Maynard joined us. 


I told her, © It was but a poor compliment 
© to her converſation, to ſay, I longed for her com- 
* pany, ſince now my curioſity might occaſion 
that impatience, which I ſhould nevertheleſs have 
* felt, had I not been left in painful ſuſpence, by 
* the interruption we had received the day be- 
* fore, in the midſt of her narrative.” | 


4 © It would be unnatural, faid ſhe, for a 0 
eral . 1 . 
man to quarrel with curioſity; ſo far from com- 
* plaining of yours, I am come merely with a 
dest deſign to gratify it, and only expect vu will 
Am judge of my defire to oblige you, by My rea- 
„ : We dineſs in obeying your commands, were I my- 
e in. . ; 
when ſelf the ſubjeQ, the motive for my obedience 
com- might be equivocal.” 
> the 
„ FONT EIN TR 3 3 
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Think, continued Mrs. Maynard, we left Miſs 
Melvyn requiring to be confronted by her ac- 


1 _ cuſer,' a requeſt! which her mother-in-law was 
1 . inelined to grant; for though in her dealings 
nt e. ith young Simon, ſhe had perceived ſuch a de- 
ave pree of ſollicitnde for his own intereſt, and ſuch 


oe agrant proofs of want of integrity, that ſhe did 
S ot doubt but that by promiſing him the farm, on 
3 E 2 rather 
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think of expoſing Miſs Melvyn to the mortif- 


— 
fx * 
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aſſurance ſhould fail him on ſo ſevere a trial. 


© Should acknowledge it. Beſides, that by ſuch 


« public, and the be deprived of the only mean 


ed her refuſal in the moſt peremptory: manner; Wl 


lickly diſclaimed by her parents, who 
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rather better terms than ſhe had yet conſented long 
to, he might be prevailed with to join ſo far Cha 
in her ſcheme, as to aſſert any thing to Sit tant, 
Charles, yet ſhe dared not venture to produce 
him face to face to Miſs Melvyn, fearing leſt his 


She replied, therefore, that, the proofs were 
© too ſtrong to admit of doubt, but ſhe-could not 


cation of hearing her depravity witneſſed by, 
« perhaps, the laſt perſon whom ſne expected 


eclat the diſgrace muſt infallibly become 


left her of reſcuing her reputation from that 
infamy, to which, in a very ſhort. time, it 
muſt have been .irrecoverably condemned; for 
it could not be ſuppoſed, that Mr. Morgan 
would accept as his wife a woman with a ſul. 
lied character.? 0 


A K K K K _6A 


Miſs Melvyn was almoſt diſtracted, at being 
both ſo injuriouſly accuſed, and denied the liberty 
of defending herſelf; ſhe begged, ſhe intreated, 
on her knees, that Sir Charles would not ſuffe 
her to fall a prey to ſuch undeſerved malice. She 
aſſerted her innocence in the ſtrongeſt and moſt per-iſ et 
ſuaſive terms, and inſiſted ſo warmly on her demand 
of being confronted with her accuſers, that her fi. 
ther grew inclined to grant her juſt requeſt. La 
dy Melvyn perceiving he began to comply, repeat 


declaring to Miſs Melvyn, that ſhe had ne ei 
choice left her, but either to reſolve to margy:Mi 
Morgan, or to be expoſed to ſhame, in being pw 
would 

long 
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ted longer ſuffer her to remain in their houſe, led Sir 
far Charles out of the room; and he, though .reluc- 
dir ! tant, dared not refuſe to accompany her. 


| Miſs Melvyn was now left to reflect on this 
dreadful alternative. Filled. with: horror at the 
ſhocking conduct of her mother-in-law, terrified 
with her threats, and ſenſible there was no villan 

ſhe was not capable of perpetrating, rather than 
give up a point ſhe was thus determined to carry, 
ſhe was incapable of forming any reſolution. She 
ran to her friend, to ſeek from her that advice 


and conſolation, which her own diſtracted thoughts 
could not afford her.. BOY 


Miſs Mancel was fo ſtruck with the terror and 
amazement which were ſtill impreſſed. on Mifs 
Melvyn's countenance, that ſhe had not for ſome 
time courage to aſk the cauſe. Trembling with 
fears of ſhe knew not what, ſhe embraced her 
diſtreſſed friend with an air of ſuch tender, though 
ſilent ſympathy, as ſoftened the horror of Miſs 
being Melvyn's mind, and brought a- ſhower of: tears to 
iberty her relief, which at length enabled her to relate 
cated. l that had paſſed between her and her parents. 
ſuffe i Louiſa found it much eaſier to join in her friend's 

" She grief than to adminiſter conſolation. She knew 
ſt per not what to adviſe; two artleſs, virtuous young 
ſe mand women were ill qualified to contend with lady 
ber fr Melvyn, eſpecially in an affair which could not 
„ Ia be rendered public without hazarding Miſs Mel- 
repeat vyn's character; for reputation is ſo delicate a 
ching, that the leaſt ſurmiſe caſts a blemiſh on 
itz the woman who is ſuſpected is diſgraced; and 
though-lady Melvyn did not ſtand high in the pub- 
kc optnion,. yet it was ſcarcely poſſible for any one 
+ - FI Po I n * 
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£ tuous mind. There is nothing ſo odious to which 
cuſtom will not in ſome degree reconeile i; can 


© mity, when we are familiarized to its pear 
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to believe ſhe could be guilty of ſuch flagrant wick- 
edneſs. a ö . 421 


Miſs Melvyn had a very ſtrong diſlike to Mr. in 
Morgan, whoſe diſpoſition appeared as ill ſuited to ing 
her's as his age; to enter into wedlock without any be 
proſpect of ſoeial happineſs, ſeemed to her one of the MW eaſ 
greateſt misfortunes in life; but what was till of I © ter 
more weight in her eſtimation, ſhe thought it the eit! 
higheſt injuſtice to marry a man whom ſhe could I gat 


not love, as well as a very criminal mockery of the Ml the 


moſt ſolemn vows. On the other fide ſhe conſi- MW © mo 
dered, that to preſerve her reputation was not only WE jur. 
neceſſary to her own happineſs, but a duty to focte- Ml © me 
ty. It is true, ſaid ſne, Iam not placed in a very MW © me 
conſpicuous ſphere of life, but I am far from be- 
ing of a rank fo obſcure, that my actions will at- In 
< fect no one but myſelf; nor indeed do I know any MW but t 
< ſo low, but that they have their equals who may ¶ calme« 
© copy after them, if they have no inferiors. TheW reflec 
© care of our virtue we owe to ourſelves, the prefer- Lady 
vation of our characters is due to the world, and WW nance 
both are required by Him, who commands us to gan, 

< preſerve ourſelves pure and unpolluted, and to him a 
© contribute as far as we are able to the well-being which 
of all his creatures. Example is the mean given he ho 
* univerſally. to all whereby to benefit ſociety. I over! 
< therefore look on it as one of our principal duties, ¶ endea 
© to avoid every imputation of evil; for vice ap- ons, i 
< pears more or lefs hateful, as it becomes more or he mi 
s Jeſs familiar. Every vicious perſon abates the 
horror which it ſhould naturally excite in a vir 


a time 


we expect then, that vice, which is not Withoil 
its allurements, ſhould alone retain alf i 
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* ance, I ſhould never therefore eſteem myſelf 
innocent, however pure my actions, if I incurred 
* the reputation of being otherwiſe, when it was 
in my power to avoid it. With this way of think- 
ing, my Louiſa, you may imagine that I might 
be brought to believe it my duty to ſacrifice my 
* eaſe of mind, to the preſervation of my charac- 
ter; but in my caſe, there is no choice; I mult 
* either add to the contamination of a very profli- 
* gate world, or, in the face of Heaven, enter into 
* the moſt folemn vows to love a man, whom th 
* moſt I can do, is not to hate, This is wilful per- 
Jury. In ſuch an alternative duty cannot direct 
* me, and miſery muſt follow my deciſion, let 
me determine as I will. 


In this irreſolution, Miſs Melvyn left her friend, 
but the vent ſhe had given to her grief had greatly 
calmed her ſpirits, and reſtored her to the power of 
reflection. At her entrance into the houſe, ſhe met 
Lady Melvyn, who with a very ſtern counte- 
nance, ordered her to go and entertain Mr. Mor- 
gan, who waited for her in the parlour. She found 
him alone, and as he began to renew his addreſſes, 
which a repulſe from her had not diſcouraged, ſince 
he hoped to ſucceed by the influence her parents had 
over her, ſhe immediately formed the reſolution of 
endeavouring to make him relinquiſh his pretenſi- 
ons, in hopes, that if the refufal came from him, 
he might become the object of her mother's indig- 
nation, and her perſecution might drop, at leaſt for 
a time. She therefore frankly told him, that Tho? 
her affections were intirely diſengaged, yet he 

vas ſo very repugnant to them, that it was impoſ- 
ſible ſhe ſhould ever feel that regard for him, 
"which he had a right to expect from his wife; 

"ad therefore entreated him, in conſideration of 
1 re 20 2 E 4 © his 


him, not to perſiſt in a purſuit, which, if ſucceſs- 
ful, could not anſwer his hopes, nor reduce her 


him into compliance with this requeſt. 


cy; he told her plainly, © He admired her elo- 
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- which ſignified aſſent. With this Sir Charles ac- 
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* his own happineſs, if her's were indifferent to 


to render herſelf wretched by becoming his wife, 
* or to exaſperate her parents by refuſing him.” 
She then added all her heart could ſuggeſt to flatter 


Mr. Morgan's foible was not an exceſs of delica- 


* quence prodigiouſly, but that there was more rhe- 
toric in her beauty, than any compoſition of 
words could contain; which pleading in direQ 
© contradiction to all ſhe had ſaid, ſhe muſt excuſe 
* him, if he was influenced by the more power- 
* jul oratory of her charms; and her good ſenſe 
and unexceptionable conduct convinced him, that 
© when it became her duty-to love him, ſhe would 
© no longer remain indifferent. | 


All Miſs Melvyn could urge to ſhew him this 
was but a very poor dependance, had no ſort i 
weight, and he parted from her only more de- 
termined to haſten the concluſion of. their mar- 
riage. | 


Lady Melvyn had not been idle all this time; 
ſhe had prevailed on young Simon to acquieſce in 
the queſtions ſhe put to him before Sir Charles, ei- 
ther by giving ſhort anſwers, or by down-caſt eyes; 


quainted Miſs Melvyn, and inſiſted on her not 
thinking of expoſiag herſelf to the indignity of 
having the whole affair diſcuſſed in her preſence. 
All the indignation that undeſerved calumny ene 
cite in an innocent minds uld not have enablet 
Miſs Melvyn to bear being charged before % 0, 
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| a creature, with a paſſion for him, and ſtill leſs to 
o have heard the ſuborned wretch pretend to con- 
es. feſs it. She therefore found no difficulty in obey-. 
her ing her father in that particular, and rather choſe 
to ſubmit to the imputation, than to undergo the 
ſhame which ſhe mult have ſuffered in endeavour- 
ing to confute it. She attempted to perſuade Sir 
Charles, To permit her to ſtay in the houſe under 
* what reſtrictions he and his lady ſhould think pro- 
© per, *till her conduct ſhould ſufficiently convince 
* him of her innocence, and not to force her into 
12 hated marriage, or unjuſtly expoſe her to diſ- 
race and infamy.“ Her tears and intreaties 
15010 ſoon have ſoftened his heart; and as far as 
he dared, he ſhewed an inclination to comply with 
ſo reaſonable” a propoſal; but his lady eaſily obl ged. 
him to retract, and to deprive Miſs Melvyn of all 
hopes of any mitigation of. the ſentence already 
pronounced againſt her. | 


Could ſhe without the loſs of reputation have fled 


thu to a remote part of the kingdom, and have hid her- 
rt oi elf in ſome obſcure cottage, though reduced to 
de-. labour for a ſubſiſtence, ſhe would have thought it 
mat: Wa ſtate far more eligible than becoming Mr. Mor- 
an's wife; but if ſhe thus turned fugitive and 

i wanderer, in what light could ſhe expect to be ſeen 
wy f by the world ; eſpecially, as Lady Melvyn would 


MW ofallibly, to remove any blame from herſelf, be 
S, © liberal in her aſperſions? Where ſhe ſhould be n 


EY» known, Whatever diſgrace might be affixed to her 
es 40 name, the herſelf might eſcape cenſure ; but yet ſhe 
r _ would not be leſs guilty. of a violation of her duty, | 
ty tte ſociety, ſince ſhe muſt appear very culpable to 
- thoſe who Knew her, and contribute to the depra- 


35 of others, as far as was in her power, by an 
G5. N 5. example 
*; 
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example, which, her motives being unknown, would gu 
appear a very bad one. vie 
1 6 kee 
This conſideration determined her to ſacrifice Ine 
her peace to her character; for by having told Mr. no 
Morgan the true ſtate of her heart, ſhe had acquit- du 
ted herſelf from any charge of attempting, by the MW tau 
gift of her hand, to deceive him into a belief that m) 
he was the object of her affeQions: She ſtill had MW «© mr 
| ſcruples about entering into the matrimonial ſtate, Li 
| on motives ſo different from thoſe which ought v 
ö to influence every one in an union of that kind: for 
| theſe were not to be removed, but ſhe imagined fro 
| this might in ſonie meaſure be excufed, as the leaſt apf 
| culpable part ſhe could act; and fince man was age 
| N Herein neither her judge nor accuſer, ſhe hoped i M. 
1 the integrity of her mind would be received as fome ro- 
'£ alleviation of a fault ſhe was thus forced to commit, go 
1 ſince ſhe was determined in the ſtricteſt manner me 
to adhere to every duty of her ſtation. Ene 
|| © me 
1 Having formed this reſolution, ſhe went to con- 

| : ſult her friend upon it, who was a perſon leſs per- C 
| plexed, though ſcarcely leſs. concerned, as their * it 
2x affections were ſo ſtrongly united, that one could © © the 
| 2 not ſuffer without the other*s feeling equal pain, . yie 
14 who might poſſibly be a calmer judge in fo delicatea * teE 
| point. Louiſa ſubſcribed to her friend's ſentiments © fo. 
'$ on the occaſion, only © defired her to conſider rep 
4 well, whether ſhe ſhould be able to bear all the © anc 
c trials ſhe might meet with in the married ſtats, © ſtil 

© when ſhe was entirely indifferent to her huſ- | 
© band. 5 75 
| ten 
My proſpect, ſaid Miſs Melvyn, I am ſenfiblel © fibl 
© is extremely melancholy. All inclination mull fee 
© now be laid aſide, and duty muſt become my ſole © doo 
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guide and director. Happineſs is beyond my 
view; I cannot even hope for eaſe, ſince I mult 
keep a conſtant reſtraint on my very thoughts. 
© Indifference will become criminal; and if I can- 
© not conquer it, to conceal it at leaſt will be a 
duty. I have learnt to ſuffer, but was never yet 
taught diſguiſe and hypocriſy ; herein will conſiſt 
my greateſt difficulty; I abhor deceit, and yet 
* muſt not ſhew the real ſentiments of my heart. 
© Linked in ſociety with a man I cannot love, the 
« world can afford me no pleaſure, indeed no com- 
© fort, for I am inſenſible to all joy but what ariſes 
from the ſocial affections. The grave, I confeſs, 
« appears to me far more eligible than this marri- 
© age, for I might there hope to be at peace. Mr. 
« Morgan's fortune is large, but his mind is nar- 
row and ungenerous, and his temper plainly not 

* good. If he really loved me, he could not ſuffer 
* me to be forced into a marriage which he well 
© knows I deteſt: a knowledge which will not 
mend my fate moſt certainly. 


Could I enjoy. the pleaſures of ſelf-approbation, 

* it would be impoſſible to be very wretched, but 
the moſt exact performance of my duty v 1 not 
c yield me that gratification, ſince I cannot be per- 
* teQly ſatisfied that I do right, in marrying a man 
* lo very diſagrecable to me, I fear the pride of 
reputation influences me more than I imagine, 
* and though it is as juſtifiable as any price, yet 
4 1 it is certainly no virtue.“ 


C When [ reflect, ſaid ſhe, afterwards, on the 
* ſtep I am going to take, my terrors are inexpreſ- 
ſible; how dreadful is it at my age, when nature 
* ſeerns to promiſe me ſo many years of lite, to 
. doom myſelf to a ſtate of wretchedneſs, which 
* death 
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death alone can terminate, and wherein I muſt 


bury all my ſorrows in ſilence, without even the 
melancholy relief of pouring them forth in the 


participationgthe only conſolation I could receive | 
«© for after this dreaded union is compleated,- duty 


© will forbid me to make my diſtreſſes known; even 


Ito my Louiſa; I muſt not then expoſe the faults 
© of him whoſe ſlighteſt failings I ought to conceal. 
One only hope remains, that you, my. firſt and 
© deareſt friend, will not abandon me; that what- 
© ever cloud of melancholy may hang over my 
© mind, yet you will ſtill bear with me, and remove 


| © your abode to a place where I may. have the con- 


© ſolation of your company. If it be in my power 
* to make my houſe a comfortable habitation to my 
* Louifg, I cannot be entirely e 
| . e gave her the tendereſt aſſurances of 
fixing at leaſt in her neighbourhood, ſince a ſecond 
paradiſe could not recompenſe her for the loſs of 
her ſociety ; and that on no terms could ſhe'pre- 


vail on herſelf to continue in a houſe where ſhe 
muſt ſee that wretched Simon, who had been a vile 


inſtrument in reducing her friend to that diſtreſs- 
ful ſituation. This gleam of comfort was a very 


ſeaſonable relief to.Miſs Melvyn's dejeQed ſpirits, 


and gave ſome reſpite to her tears. 


As ſoon as the returned home, ſhe acquainted 


Sir Charles and Lady Melvyn with her reſolution 
who ſoon communicated it to Mr. Morgan; and 
nothing was now thought of but baſtening *be 
wedding as much as poſſible. WOES, 


+0 


© I wonder, interrupted Lamont, bow Miß 
Melvyn could bring herſelf to let her 3 


t 


| boſom of my friend, and ſeeking, from her tender 


1 


Pug 
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uſt law have ſuch an opportunity of exulting in the , $ 
he ſucceſs of her deteſtable arts.“ bent 


1 FT THY NN . == 
ler That, replied Mrs. Maynard, was a conſide- 
e! * ration which had no weight with her, nor ſhould _. 

© it indeed be any. mortification tour pride, that 
« deceit and. cunning have. triumphed over us. 
« Wickedneſs ſerves itſelf by weapons which we 

« would not uſe, and if we are wounded with hes, | 
© we have no more reaſon to be mortified, than a 
man would have to think his courage diſgraced, 
© becauſe-when he lay ſleeping in his bed, he was 
taken priſoner by a body of armed men. To be 
© circumvented by cunning, mult ever be the fate, 
but never the diſgrace of the artleſs.“ 


As Miſs Melvyn's compliance procured her a 
greater degree of favour at home than ſhg had ever. 
before enjoyed, Miſs Mancel was ſuffered to come 
to the houſe, and met with an obliging reception 
from the whole family. Her continual  prelence.... 
there was a great. ſupport to her friend in her very } 
diſagreeable ſituation, and after indulging: Ker ſor- 
row in their private converſation, ' and mingling 
their ſympathetic tears, ſhe was the better able to 
endure the reſtraint which ſhe was obliged to under- 
go, when any other perſon was preſent. 


® <. 
i > 


The dreaded day fixed on for this unhappy union 
ſoon came, and Miſs Melvyn received Mr. Mor- 
gan's hand and name with all the fortitude ſhe 
could aſſume ; but. her diſtreſs was viſible to all, 
even to Mr. Morgan, who was ſo little touched 
with it, that it proved no abatement to his joy; a 
J1ymptom of ſuch indelicacy of mind, as increaſed 
his bride's grief and apprehenſions. 2 


— 


© © © F - a 


* os „ 


11710 TRE HISTORY or 


The day after their marriage, Mrs. Morgan aſk- 
ed his permiſſion to invite Miſs Mancel to his houſe, 
to which he anſwered, ©' Madam, my wife muſt 

© have no other companion or friend but her huſ- 
© band; I ſhall never be averſe to your ſeeing com- 
© patiy, but intimates I forbid ; 1 ſhall not chooſe 
to have my faults diſcuſſed between you and your 


© friend.” 


Mrs. Morgan was not much leſs ftunned by this 
reply, than if ſhe had heen ſtruck with lightening. 
Practiſed as ſhe had long been in commanding her 
paſſions and inclinations, a torrent of tears forced 
their way. | | | 


© did not want this proof, refumed Mr. Mor- 
© gan, that I have but a ſmall ſhare of your affecti- 
ons; and were I inclined to grant your requeſt, 
you could not have found a better means of pre- 
« venting it; for I will have no perſon in my houſe 
© more-beloved than myſelf. en you have no 
© other friend, added he with a malicious ſmile, I 
© may hope for the honour of that title.” 


Mrs. Morgan was ſo well convinced before of the 
littleneſs of his mind, that ſhe was more afflicted 
than ſurprized at this inſtance of it, and wiſhed he 
would not have rendered it more difficult to eſteem 
him, by ſo openly profeſſing his ungenerous temper. 
However ſhe ſilently acquieſced ; but that her friend 
might not feel the pain of believing herſelf neglect- 


ed, ſhe was obliged to tell her what had paſſed.” 


The new married couple ſtaid but two days longer 
at Sir Charles's. Fortunately Mr. Morgan ſpent 
the laſt day abroad in paying viſits in the neigh- 
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bourhood, which gave the two unhappy friends. 
leiſure to lament their ill fortune in this cruel ſepa- 
ration, without giving the cauſe of it any new of- 
fence. - They took a melancholy leave that night, 
fearing that even a correſpondence between them. 
might be confiderably reſtrained by this arbitrary 
huſband, who ſeemed to think his wife's affections 


were to be won by force, not by gentleneſs and ge- 
nerous confidence. 


This was the ſevereſt affliftion they had ever yet 
experienced, or indeed were capable of feeling. 
United from their childhood, the connection of ſoul 
and body did not ſeem more indiſſoluble, nor were 
ever divided with greater pain. They foreſaw no 
end to this cruel ſeparation ; for they could not ex- 
pect that a huſband's complaiſance to his wife ſhould 
increaſe after he ceaſed to be a bridegroom. Louiſa. 
indeed, who wiſhed if poſſible to reconcile her 
friend to her fate, pretended to hope that her good. 
conduct might in time enlarge his mind, and cure 
him of that mean ſuſpicious temper, which then 
made him fear to have his faults expoſed” by a. 
wife, whoſe chief endeavour would be to conceal 
tem. | 


But fuch diſtant views afforded no conſolation to- 
Mrs. Morgan's affectionate heart; the preſent pain 
engaged her thoughts too much to ſuffer her to 
look ſo far off for comfort. She had flattered her- 
ſelf not only with the hopes of enjoying Miſs Man- 
cePs company, but of delivering her from all the 
difficulties of her ſituation, in offering her a pro- 
tection from inſult or poverty. To be diſappointed 
of ſo delightful a proſpect was her greateſt afflicti- 
on, and ſat much heavier on her mind, than the 
loſs of her beloved fociety. 
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| | The evening was far ſpent, when Lady Melvyn 
found them drowned in tears, anticipating. the 
pangs of parting, the employment of that whole 
day ; and as her ladyſhip's hatred for her daughter- 
in-law was much ſubſided, ſince ſhe no longer fear- 
ed the obſervation of her too-virtuous eye, her na- 
tural diſpoſition inclined, her to prevent the. wife's 
diſcovering her real ſentiments to her huſband ; ſhe 
therefore reminded them, that Mr. Morgan muſt 
then be on his way home, and adviſed, that by all 
means they ſhould part. before his return, leſt he 
ſhould be witneſs of a ſorrow which he would take 
amiſs. They were ſenſible that in this her ladyſhip 
judged well, and Louiſa's fear of occaſioning any 


additional uneaſineſs to her. friend, gave her reſolu- 


tion and ftrength.. to take a laſt farewel. Mrs. 
Morgan's maid attended her home, as ſhe was too 
much affected to be able to perform that little walk 
without ſome ſupport. Mrs. Morgan's condition 
was ſtill more deplorable ;. more dead than, alive, 
ſhe followed Louiſa's ſteps with eager eyes, till a 


turning in the road robbed her of the ſight of her 
friend; and then, as if her eyes had no other em- 


ployment worthy of them left, they were again 
overwhelmed in tears. Lady Melvyn found her 


incapable of conſolation; but more ſucceſsfully en- 
deavoured to make her ſuppreſs the indulgence of 
her grief,. by alarming her fears with the approach 
of Mr. Morgan. 
poſed, ſhe led her into the garden for air. The 
- Night was fine, and the moon ſhone. very reſplen- 


As ſoon as ſhe was a little com- 


dent, the beauty of the ſcene, and the freſhneſs of 


the air a little revived her; and as Mr. Morgan 
ſtaid out later than they expected, ſhe had time to 
acquire a ſufficient command over herſelf to receive 


bim with an air of tolerable chearfulneſs. 
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The new married pair ſet out early the next 
morning, and arrived at Mr. Morgan's ſeat the fol- 
lowing day. The houſe was large and old, the fur- 
niture not much leſs antient, the ſituation dreary, 
the roads every. where bad, the ſoil a ſtiff clay, wet 
and dirty, except in the midſt of ſummer ; the 
ag round it diſagreeable, and in ſhort, deſti- 
tute of every thing that could afford any ſatisfaction 
to Mrs. Morgan. Nature no where appears graced 
with fewer charms. Mrs. Morgan however had 
vexations ſo ſuperior, that ſhe paid little regard to 
external circumſtances, and was ſo fully deter- 


mined to acquit herſelf properly in her new ſphere, 


that ſhe appeared: pleaſed with every thing around 
her. Hypocriſy, as ſhe obſerved, was now become 
a virtue, and the only one which ſhe found it diffi- 
cult to practiſe. They were received on their ar- 
rival by a maiden ſiſter of Mr. Morgan's, who ' till 
then had kept his houſe, and he intended ſhould 
ſtill remain in it; for as through the partiality of 
an aunt, wha had. bred her up, ſhe was poſſeſſed of 
a large fortune, her brother, in whom avarice was 
the ruling paſſion, was very deſirous of keeping in 
her favour. 


Mrs. Suſanna Morgan had lived immaculate to the 


age of fifty-five. The ſtate of virginity could not 
be laid to her charge as an offence againſt ſociety, 
for it had not been voluntary. In her youth ſhe 
was rather diſtinguiſhed for ſenſibility. Her aunt's 
known riches gave the niece the reputation of a 
great fortune, an attraction to which ſhe was in- 
debted for many lovers, who conſtantly took their 
leave on finding the old lady would not advance 
any part of the money which ſhe deſigned to be- 


queath her niece. Miſs. Suſanna, extremely ſuſ- 
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ceptible by nature, was favourably diſpoſed to all 
her admirers, and imagining herſelf ſucceſſively in 
love with each, lived in a courſe of diſappoint- 
ments. In reality, the impreſſion was made only 
on her vanity, and her heart continued unengaged ; 
but ſhe felt ſuch a train of mortifications very ſe- 
verely, and perhaps ſuffered more upon the whole, 
than if ſhe had been, ſtrongly impreſſed with one 
paſſion. In time the parſimony of her old aunt be- 
came generally known, and the young lady then 
was left free from the tender importunity of lovers, 
.of which nothing elfe could probably have deprived 
her; for as ſhe never had any natural attractions, 
ſhe was not ſubje& to a decay of charms ; at near 
fifty-three her aunt departed this life, and left her 
in poſſeſſion of twenty-thouſand pounds, a fortune 
which ſerved to fwell her pride, without increafing 
her happineſs. 


Nature had not originally beſtowed upon her 
much ſweetneſs of temper, and her frequent diſ- 
appointments, each of which ſhe termed being 
croſſed in love, had completely ſoured it. Every 
pretty woman was the object of her envy, I might 
- almoſt ſay every married woman. She deſpiſed all 
that were not as rich as herſelf, and hated every one 
who was ſuperior or equal to her in fortune. Tor- 
mented inwardly with her own ill-nature, ſhe was 
incapable of any ſatisfaction but what aroſe from 
teazing others; nothing could diſpel the frown on 

her brow, except the ſatisfaction ſhe felt when ſhe 
had the good fortune to give pain to any of her 
dependants; a horrid grin then diſtorted her features, 


and her before lifeleſs eyes gliſtened with malice. 


and rancorous joy. She had read juſt enough o 
make her pedantic, and too little to give her any 


& > 


improving knowledge. Her underſtanding was ha- 
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all T turally ſmall, and her ſelf-conceit great. In her 

in perſon ſhe was tall and meagre, her hair black, and 
it= MW her complexion of the darkeſt brown, with an ad- 

ly WW ditional ſallowneſs at her temples and round her 

d; eyes, which were dark, very large and prominent, 
ſe- and entirely without luſtre; they had but one look, 

le, MW which was that of gloomy ſtupid ill nature, except, 

ne as T have already faid, when 9 were enlivened 
de- by the fupreme ſatisfaction of Raving made ſome- 
en body uneafy, then what before was but diſagreeable 
rs, MW became horrible. To complete the deſcription of 
red her face, ſhe had a broad flat noſe, a wide mouth, 
ns, MW furniſhed with the worſt ſet of teeth I ever ſaw, 
ear and her chin was long and pointed. She had heard 
er primneſs fo often mentioned as the characteriſtic of 
an old maid, that to avoid wearing that appearance, 
ſhe was ſlatternly and dirty to an exceſs ; beſides ſhe 
had great addition of filthinefs, from a load of 
Spaniſh ſnuff, with which her whole dreſs was co- 
vered, as if, by her profuſion in that particular, ſhe 
thought to compenſate for her general parſimony. 


This lady, Mrs. Morgan found in poſſeffion of 
her houſe, and was received by her with that air of 
ſuperiority, to which Mrs. Sufanna thought herſelf 
intitled by her age and fortune, Mrs. Morgan's 
charms though drooping like a blighted flower, ex- 
cited much envy in Suſanna's breaſt, and ſhe 
foon congratulated her, on her extraordinary hap- 
pineſs in having captivated-a gentleman of ſo large 


a fortune, when her own was at preſent fo very 
fmall. | n aid 15. 


At firſt ſhe commended her, for not being elated 
with fo great an acquiſition, but in a little time 
taxed her with ungrateful inſenſibility to fo prodi- 
gious a bleſſing. She continually criticized her 
Economy, accuſing her of indolence ; repreſenting, 

3 | | how. 
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how, ſhe uſed every morning to rouſe the ſervants 
© from their idleneſs, by giving each ſuch a ſcold, 
© asquickened their diligence for the whole day; 
© nor could a family be well managed by any one 
© who omitted this neceſlary duty.“ Mrs Morgan's 
deſire that her- ſervants ſhould enjoy the comforts of 
plenty, and when ſick, receive the indulgence 
which that condition requires, brought her conti- 
nual admonitions againſt extravagance,. wherein 
Mr. Morgan readily joined; for his avarice was fo 
great, that he repined at the moſt neceſlary ex- 


pences. 


His temper was a mixture of paſſion and peeviſh- 
neſs, two things that ſeldom go together ; but he 
would fret himſelf into a paſſion, and then through 
wearineſs of ſpirits cool into fretfulneſs, till he was 
ſufficiently recovered to riſe again into rage. This 
was the common courſe of his temper, which af- 
forded variety, but no relief. : 


Senſible that his wife married him without affec- 
tion, he ſeemed to think it impoſſible ever to gain 
her love, and therefore ſpared himſelf all fruitleſs 
endeavours... He was indeed fond of her perſon ; 
he admired her beauty, but deſpiſed. her underſtand- 
ing, which in truth was unavoidable ; for his ideas 
and converſation were ſo low. and ſordid, that he 
was not qualified to diſtinguiſh the charms of her 
elegant mind. Thoſe who know Mrs. Morgan 
_ beſt, are convinced that ſhe ſuffered leſs uneaſineſs 
from his ill-humour, brutal as it was, than from 
his nauſeous fondneſs. But the account I give of 


bim, I have. received from others; Mrs. Morgan 


never mentions his name, if it can poſſibly be 
avoided ; and when ſhe does, it is always With re, 


ſpect. 5 In this ſituation, ,A victim to the ill-humour 
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ts pot of her huſband and his ſiſter; we will leave 


d, Mr. Morgan, and return to that friend whoſe 
letters were her only conſolation. ä 


Miss Mancel's perſon was ſo uncommonly fine, 
of that ſhe could not be long ſettled in the country 
without attracting general notice. Though the 
u. lower rank of people may be leſs refined in their 
ideas, yet her beauty was ſo very ſtriking, that it 
did not eſcape their admiration, and the handſome 
X- Wl /ady, as they called her, became the general ſubject 
of diſcourſe. As church was the only place where 
ſhe was expoſed to public view, ſhe had from the 
firſt endeavoured to elude obſervation, by mingling 
in the croud, and fitting in the moſt obſcure 
ſeat; but when fame had awakened the curioſity 
of thoſe of higher rank, ſhe was eaſily diſtinguiſh- 
ed, and in a ſhort time many inhabitants of 
the neighbouring pariſhes came to that church to ſee 
her. She more than anſwered every expectation; 
for ſuch perfection of beauty ſcaroely ever came 
out of the hands of nature. Many ladies in the 
neighbourhood introduced themſelves to her, and 
found her behaviour as enchanting as her perſon. 
She could not be inſenſible of the approbation which 
every eye ſignificantly expreſſed; but ſhe was 
abaſhed, and in ſome degree more mortifſied than 
delighted by it. She well remembered what Mr. 
d'Avora had faid to her on that ſubject, and faw 
that in her ſituation beauty was a diſadvantage. 
He oftem repeated the ſame thing to her in letters, 
(for the and Miſs Melvyn keeping up a conſtant cor- 
reſpondence with him, the latter had acquainted 
him wah the general admiration paid to Louiſa) 
and told ber, that he feared the plan they had 
formed for her future way of life, was at a till 
greater diſtance than they had hoped, ſince her 
. beauty 
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beauty was the great obſtacle to its being put in 
execution. - | ": £15 RES 


The ladies of the beſt faſhion in the neighbour. 
hood begged leave to viſit her; and though ſhe 
more than ever wiſhed to have her time uninter- 
rupted, ſince as ſne had no proſpect of any other 
means of ſupport, it was neceſſary, by ſuch little 
additions as ſhe could make to her ſmall fund, to 
prevent its quick diminution, ' yet ſhe'could not de- 
cline the civilities ſo obligingly offered her, but a- 
voided all intimacy with any of them as foreign to 
her plan, and hurtful to her intereſt. - Thus was 
ſhe circumſtanced in reſpect to the neighbourhood 
when Miſs Melvyn married. n 


As after this event Louiſa was determined to 
change her habitation; ſhe n to enquire for 
ſome family, where ſhe might be accommodated in 
the ſame manner, as in that where ſhe was then 
fixed. Among the perſons who had taken moſt 
notice of her was Lady Lambton, a perſon of admi- 
*rable underſtanding, polite, generous and good- 
natured; who had no fault, but a conſiderable fhare 
of pride. She piqued herſelf upon the opulence of 
Her family, and a diſtinguiſhed birth, but her good 
ſeriſe, and many virtues, ſo qualified this one ble- 
miſh, that it did not prevent her being a very ami- 


'ble woman. i 


When ſhe found Miſs Mancel deſigned to change 
her abode, ſhe told her that, at an honeſt farmer's 
near her houſe, ſhe might be accommodated 
that as ſome little alterations would be rfequſ 
make the place fit for her, ſhe, in the moſt ob 


manner, deſired her company till the 4partmenrl 


ready; which would give her an opportunity 2 
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that ſuch things were done to it, as would be moſt 
convenient and agreeable. Lady Lambton inſiſted 
ſo ſtrongly on Miſs Mancel's accepting this invita- 
tion, that ſne could not without incivility refuſe it; 
he and, as after the loſs of her friend, all places were 

alike to her, ſhe had no reaſon to decline ſo oblig- 
ing an offer.” -. A | 


No great preparations were required for this 
ge. removal of abode. Lady Lambton came herſelf to 
fetch Miſs Mancel home. The old lady was charm- 
ed with her new gueſt; many of whoſe accom- 
pliſhments were unknown to her *till ſhe came un- 
„og der the ſame roof, and would not ſuffer any prepa- 
rations to be made for another lodging, but inſiſted 
on her continuing much longer with her. 


Lady Lambton behaved in ſo very obliging a 

ain manner, and Louiſa found ſo much pleaſure and 

hen improvement in the converſation of a woman, whoſe 

admirable underſtanding and thorough knowledge 
of the world are ſeldom to be parallelled, that ſhe 

could not be more agreeably placed; as ſhe dared 

not go even into Mrs Morgan's neighbourhood, 

for fear of giving additional uneaſineſs to one, whoſe 

ſituation ſhe. plainly perceived was by no means hap- 

Py ; for though Mrs. Morgan ſuppreſſed all com- 

plaints, never hinted at the treatment ſhe received, 

and endeavoured to repreſent her way of life in the 

beſt colours, to ſave her friend the ſympathetic 
pangs of heart, which ſhe knew ſhe would feel for 
15 her ſufferings; yet the alteration in her ſtile, the 
ge melancholy turn of mind, which in ſpight of all 

8 5 her care was viſible in her letters, could not e- 

ee e obſervation of one whoſe natural diſcer n- 

ent was quickened by affection. 
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neſs, and that anxious ſolicitude which aroſe from — 


her ignorance as to the degree of her wretchedneſs, 


was a ſource of continual griet to her mind, which 1 
Lady Lambton's ſincere friendſhip could ſcarcely ah 
alleviate. . But ſhe knew too well, how few people 495 
can bear the unhappy, to ſuffer her. uneaſineſs Mz 
to appear. She ſtifled therefore every expreſſion of b | 
that kind; for if Lady Lambton had 'generouſly c © 
ſympathized in her affliction, it would have given oe | 
her pain to know ſhe had occaſioned that Jady's i "7 © 
feeling any; and if ſhe had been inſenſible to it, _ wo 
complaints would not fail to diſguſt her. We 
Lady Lambton was fond of muſic, and not void N 
of taſte for painting; Miſs Mancel's excellence ini. 
theſe arts therefore afforded her the higheſt enter. ¶ by her 
tainment. Her ladyſhip was likewiſe a miſtreſs of i / 
languages, and was pleaſed to find Louiſa equally oo r 
acquainted with them. In this houſe Miſs Mancel mall! 
had paſſed above a twelvemonth, when Sir Edward greateſ 
Lambton returned from his travels, in which he WW 
had ſpent four years. As ſoon as he arrived in the ¶ liberty 
kingdom he came to wait on Lady Lambton, bi dhe w. 
grandmother; who was likewiſe his guardian, his 0 Mic 
father and mother being both dead. She had af her! 
longed with impatience for his return, but thought 
| Herſelf well repaid for his abſence by the great im- 1 
provement which was very viſible both in his man · Ino real 


Sir Edward was extremely handſome, his perſon 
fine and graceful, his converſation lively and enter 
taining, politeneſs adding charms to an excellent@.; 
underſtanding. His behaviour, I have beg told; 
was particularly engaging, ' his temper amiable 
though ſomewhat too warm, and he .had alf his 
PL. 88 grandmother's 


* . 
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grandmother's generoſity, without any of her 


pride. 


It would have been ſtrange if a man of three and 
ly twenty years old (for that was Sir Edward's age) 
had not been much charmed with ſo lovely a woman 

as Miſs Mancel. That he was ſo, ſoon became vi- 
ot ſible, but ſhe, as well as his grandmother, for 
ly Nome time imagined the attentions he paid her were 
\ WW only the natural reſult ot the gallantry uſual at his 
age, and improved into a ſofter addreſs, by a man- 
ner acquired in travelling through countries where 
gallantry is publickly profeſſed. - Lady Lambton 
however, knowing her own diſcernment, expreſſed 


ſoid N ome fears to Louiſa, leſt her grandſon. ſhould be- 
m come ſeriouſly in love with her, in order to diſcover 
* by her countenance, whether there was really any 

5 


ground for her apprehenſions, which ſhe founded 
on the impoſſibility of his marrying a woman of 
ſmall fortune, without reducing himſelf to the 
greateſt inconvenience, as his eſtate was extremely 
incumbred, and he was by an intail deprived of the 
liberty of ſelling any part of it to diſcharge the debt. 
dhe was too polite to mention her chief objection 
„hi Wo Miſs Mancel, which was, in reality, the obſcurity 
had Wt her birth. | | . 


Louiſa, who ſincerely believed fir Edward had. - 
no real paſſion for her, anſwered with a franknefs. 

which entirely convinced Lady Lambton that ſh&, 
Mad. received no ſerious addreſs from him; but 


erſon ouiſa, who ſaw herſelf now in the ſituation which 
enter r. d' Arora had warned her againſt, begged per- 
de zoleave Lady Lambion's, 10 prevent her 
+ 2010, adyſhip*s being under any uneaſinefs, and to avoid 


all danger of Sir Edward's receiving any ſtrong im- 
reſhon:in her favour. - | | 
<a . ED Lady 
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Lady Lambton was unwilling to part with her 
amiable companion; and beſides, thought if 
her grandſon was really enamoured, ſhe ſhould 
increaſe the danger rather than leſſen it, by not 
keeping Louiſa under her eye; ſhe, therefore 


told her ſhe could not conſent to loſe her compa- 


ny, and. was certain ſhe might depend on her ho- 
nour. Louiſa thanked her for her good opinion, 
and aſſured her ſhe would never do any thing to 
forfeit it. STO RIAN 


Sir Edward was more captivated than either of 


the ladies imagined, and every day increaſed his 
paſſion. -Louiſa's beauty, her. converſation, and 


accompliſhments were irreſiſtible ; but as he knew 


the great occaſion he had to marry a woman of for- 
tune, he long endeavoured to combat his inclinati- 
ons. He might have conceived hopes of obtain- 
ing any other woman in her circumſtances on eaſier 


terms; but there was ſuch dignity and virtue ſhone 
forth in her, and he was ſo truly in love, that ſuch 
a thought never entered his imagination. He re- 
verenced and reſpected her like a divinity, but ho- 
ped that prudence might enable him to conquer his 
paſſion, at the ſame time that it had not force e- 
nough to determine him to fly her preſence, the 


only poſſible means of leſſening the impreſſion 


which every hour engraved more deeply on his 
heart by bringing ſome new attractions to his 


view. He little conſidered, that the man who ha 


not power to fly from temptation, will never#e 
able to reſiſt it by ſtanding his ground. » 


Louiſa was not long before ſhe grew ſenſble, that 
what ſhe had offered to Lady Lambton: for d e 
of her ladyſhip's mind, was adviſable tò ſecure 
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peace of her own. Sir Edward's merit, his ſin- 
cere reſpect for her, which certamly is the moſt 
erful charm to a woman of delicacy, could 
ſcarcely fail to make an impreſſion” on a heart fo 
tender, fo generous as her's. She kept fo ſtrict a 
watch over herſelf, that ſhe ſoon perceived her 
ſenſibility, and endeavoured to prevail on Lad 
Lambton to part with her; but the old lady 
imagining it was only in order to quiet her appre- 
henſions, would not conſent: and the difficulty 
in finding a place where ſhe could be properly re- 
ceived, ffrongly diſcouraged her from inſiſting on 
it. If the continued in the neighbourhood, her 
purpoſe would not be anfwered ; for ſhe could not 
avoid Sir Edward's viſits ; her only friend was de- 
nied the liberty of orig her: and to go into a 
place where ſhe was unknown, would ſubject a 
young woman of her age and beauty to a thouſand 
dangers. | 
Theſe difficulties detained her, though unwilling- 
ly, at Lady Lambton's for above half a year after 
Sir Edward's return; who, at length, unable to 
confine in ſilence a paſſion which had long been 
obvious to every obſerver, took. an opportunity, 
when alone with Louifa, to declare his attachment 
in the moſt affeQing manner. She received it not 
with ſurprize, but with real ſorrow. She had no 
tinQture of coquetry in her compoſition ; hut if ſhe 
had been capable of it, her affeckions were too 
deeply engaged to have ſuffered her to retain it. 
Hef ſenſibility was never ſo ſtrongly awakened ; all 
her endeavours to reſtrain it were no longer of 
force, her heart returned his paſſion, and would 
bayeconquered every thing but her juſtice and her 
donour z theſe were deeply engaged to Lady Lamb- 
ton ; and ſhe would have deteſted herſelf, if ſhe con!d 


F 2 have 
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have entertained a thought of making that lady's 


goodneß to her, the occaſion of the greateſt vexa- 
tion ſhe could receive. She therefore never heſi- 


tated on the part ſhe ſhould act on this trying occa- - 


ſion; but the victories which honour gains over the 
tender affections, are not to be obtained without 
the ſevereſt pangs. Thus tormented by the ſtrug- 
gles between duty and affection, ſhe was not imme- 
diately capable of giving him an anſwer; but find- 
ing that her difficulties were increaſing, by bis re- 
peated profeſſions, and animated by the neceſſity of 
ſilencing a love, which too ſucceſsfully ſollicited a 
return of affection, ſhe aſſumed a fulfciens com- 
mand over herſelf to conceal her ſentiments, and 
with averted eyes, leſt her: heart ſhould through 
them contradict her words, ſhe told him, he 
© diſtreſſed. her to the greateſt degree; that the 
© reſpe& ſhe had for him on account of his own 
© merit, and not leſs for the relation he bore to 
© Lady Lambton, made her extremely concerned 
that he ſhould have conceived a- paſſion for her, 
Which it was not in her power to return; nor 
could ſhe liſten to it in juſtice to Lady Lambton, 
to whom ſhe was bound in all the ties of gra- 
© tude; neither ſhould any thing ever prevail with 
her to do any thing prejudicial to the intereſts of a 
© family into which ſhe had been ſo kindly re- 
6 calyed,” WARE ES _ 


Sir Edward was too much in love to acquieſce in 

ſo nice a point of honour; but Louiſa would not 
wait to hear arguments which it was ſo painful 
to her to refute, and retired into her own chamber, 
to lament in ſecret her unhappy fate in ben obs 
liged to reje& the addreſſes of a man, whoſe at 


fections, were ſhe at liberty, ſhe would think no 
_ facrifice too great to obtain. WR OE: 
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Miſs Mancel endeavoured as much as poſſible to 
avoid giving Sir Edward any opportunity of renew- 
ing his addreſſes; but his vigilance found the means 
of ſeeing her alone more than once, when he warm- 
ly urged the partiality of her behaviour, repreſent- 
ing * how much more his happineſs was concerned 
in the ſucceſs of a paſſion which: poſſeſſed his 
* whole ſoul, than his grandmother's cculd be 
in diſappointing it. She, he obſerved, was actu- 
* ated only by pride, he, by the ſincereſt love that 
ever took place in a human hears. In accepting 
his addreſſes Louiſa could only mortify Lady 
* Lambton ; in rejecting them, fhe muſt render him 
* miſerable. Which, he aſked, had the belt title to 
* her regard, the woman who could ungenerouſly 


and injudiciouſly ſet a higher value on riches and 


* birth than on her very ſuperior excellencies, or 
the man who would gladly ſacrifice fortune, and 
every other enjoyment the world could afford, to 
© the poſſeſſion of her; of her who alone could 
render life deſirable to him ?? By theſe, and mas 
ny other arguments, and what was more preva- 


lent than all the arguments that could be deduced 15 


from reaſon, by the tendereſt intreaties that the 


moſt ardent paſſion could diQate, Sir Edward en- 


deavoured to perſuade Louiſa to conſent to marry. 
him, but all proved unavailing. She ſometimes 
thought what he ſaid was juſt, but aware of her 
partiality, ſhe could not believe herſelf an unpreju- 
dicad judge, and feared that ſhe might miſtake the 
lophiſtry of love, for the voice of reaſon. She was 
lure, while honour, truth and gratitude, pleaded 
axainſt inclination they muſt be in the right, though 
their remonſtrances were huſhed into a whiſper by 
thelouder ſolicitations of paſſion. Convinced; that 
ot F 3 he 


I. nity. 5 1 


for Miſs Mancel's merit, could conquer her averſi- 


but was convinced the pangs they felt would 1 


cz 
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ſhe could not be to blame, while ſhe acted in con- 
tradition to her ſecret choice, ſince the ſincerity 
of her intentions were thereby -plainly, though pain- 
fully evinced, ſhe perſiſted in refuſing to become 
Sir Edward's wife, and told him, that if he 
© did not diſcontinue his addreſſes, he would force 
© her to leave the houſe, and retire to any place that 
< would afford her a quiet refuge from his importu- 


A hint of this ſort was ſufficient to drive Sir Ed- 
ward almoſt to diſtraction, and Louiſa dared not 
purſue the ſubject. - When he found ſhe. could not 
be induced to conſent to an immediate marriage, he 
endeavoured to obtain a . promiſe of her hand after 
Lady Lambton's deceaſe; though to a man of his 
' impatient and ſtrong paſſions ſuch a delay was 
worſe: than death; but Miſs Mancel told him by 
© ſuch an engagement ſhe ſhould be guilty of a 
© mean evaſion, and that ſhe fhould think it as 
great a breach of honour as marrying him dired- 


IT be deſpair to which Louiſa's conduct reduced 
Sir Edward, whoſe love ſeemed to increaſe with the 
abatement of his hopes, was very viſible to his 
grandmother, but her pride was invincible z enei- 
ther her affection for him, nor her great eſteem 


on to their union. She ſaw them both unhappy, 


of very long continuance, truſting - to the f 
inconſtancy of young perſons, while the een. 
veniencies attending an incumbred fortunß 
the diſgrace which ſhe imagined muſt be the e, 
quence of Sir Edward's marrying 2 woman . 
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ſcure birth, would be permament, and influence the 
F whole courſe of his lite. | | 


ie Louiſa, unable to ſupport fo hard a confſſict, con- 
e tinually reſiſting both her lover, and her love, was 
de determined to ſeek ſome relief from abſence. She 
at wrote Mr. d' Avora a faithful account of all the dif- 

u- Wl ficulties of her ſituation, and intreated him to re- 
ceive her into his houſe, till he could find ſome _ 
proper place wherein to fix her abode. | 


ot This worthy friend approved her conduct, while 
wot he grieved for her diſtreſs ; his honeſt heart felt a 
he ſecret indignation *againſt Lady Lambton, who 
ter could, by falſe pride, be blinded to the honour 
his which he thought ſuch a woman as Miſs Mancel 
vas muſt reflect on any family into which ſhe entered. 
by He wrote that young lady word, that © ſhe might 
f a I © be aſſured of the beſt reception his houſe could 
45 i © afford, and every ſervice that it was in his power 
ect- WW © to render her; deſiring that ſhe would let him 
know when (ſhe propoſed ſetting out, that he 
might meet her on the road, not thinking it pro- 

iced per ſhe ſhould travel alone.” 21 ; 


This letter gave Miſs Mancel much ſa tisfaction; 
ſhe was now ſecure of an aſylum, but the great 
difficulty Rill-remained, ſhe knew not how to get 
away from Lady Lambton's in a proper manner 
tor to go elandeſtinely was not ſuitable to her cha- 
rater, and might bring it into ſuſpicion. In this 
alemma ſhe thought it beſt to apply to that lady, 
and with her uſual frankneſs told her, (what had 
not eſcaped her diſcernment) the affection Sir Ed- 
ward had conceived for her, and the return her own 
heart made to it; only ſuppreſſing his ſollicitations, 
wheradyſhip might be offended with his proceed- 
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ing ſo far without her conſent. 
the imprudence of her continuing in the houſe 
* with Sir Edward, whereby both his paſſion and 


© her own muſt be increaſed ; and yet ſhe was at a 
loſs how to depart privately, but was convinced 
it could not be effected with his knowledge, with- 
out ſuch an eclat as muſt be very diſagreeable to 
them all; nor could ſhe anſwer for her own re- 
ſolution, when put to ſo ſevere a trial; as ſhe 
© ſhould have more than her full meaſure of afflic- 

© tion in going from thence, without being witneſs 
to its effect on him.“ 
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One ſhould have imagined that the generoſity of 
Miſs Mancel's conduct, might have influenced 
Lady Lambton in her favour.; z but though it in- 
creaſed her eſteem, it did not alter her reſolution. 
With inexcuſable inſenſibility ſne concerted mea- 
ſureswith her, and engaged to procure Sit Hard; 
abſence for a ſhort time. Some very neteſlary bu- 
ſineſs indeed demanded his preſence in a neighbour- 
ing county, where the greateſt part of his eſtate 
lay, but he had not been able to prevail on himſelf 
to leave Louiſa; tos: much enamoured think 
any pecuniary advantage could compenſate for the 
loſs of her company. But as it was natural that 
an old grandmother ſhould ſee the matter in an- 
other light; her preſſing him to go and ſettle his 
affairs, gave him no cauſe to ſuſpect any latent 
meaning, and was too reaſonable to de 125 Maget 


| oppoſed. 


'Thevgh Sir Edward was reſolved on 0 quick , 
diſpatch of buſineſs, as promiſed, him a ſpeedy 
turn, yet any ſeparation from Miſs Mancel, how 
ever ſhort, appeared a ſevere misfortune. T 


evening before the day of his en he- colts 


84 | WO 


* 


Ld 


— 
= 


* - -Q 
. ” 1 1 
* x _ 8 1 
: 4 : 44 
— n 1 4 
i 


2 and Mrs. Mok AN. 129 
trived to ſee het alone, and renewed his importu- 
5 nities with regoubled ardour, but with no better 
* ſucceſs than before. He lamented the neceſſity he 
1 was under of leaving her, though but for a little 
ed time, with an agony of mind better ſuited to an 
+. eternal ſeparation. She, who ſaw it in that light, 
to vas overcome with the tender diſtreſs which a per- 


re- ſon muſt feel at taking a final leave of one who 
the is extremely dear to her. Her own grief was more 
ic. MW than ſhe could have concealed ; but when ſhe an- 


gez ticipated in her thoughts, what he would ſuffer 
| when he knew he had loſt her for ever, and judged 

from the pain he felt on the approach of what he 
7 of thought ſo ſhort an abſence, how very great his 
ced {MW diſtreſs would be, ſhe was unable to ſupport the 
in. WM ſcene with her uſual ſteadineſs. Tears inſenſibly 
jon. WM {fole down her face, and beſtowed on it ſtill greater 
charms than it had ever yet worn, by giving her an 
air of tenderneſs, which led him to hope that ſhe 
did not behold his paſſion with indifference. This 
thought afforded him a conſolation which he had 
never before received; and though it increaſed his 
love, yet it abated his diſtreſs, and rendered him 
more able to leave her, ſince he flattered himſelf 
ſhe would with pleaſure ſee him return, which he 
was now more than ever reſolved to do as ſpeedily 
as poſſible. | 


The day of his departure ſhe ſpent chiefly in 
her own room, to conceal, as far as ſhe was able, 
a weakneſs ſhe was aſhamed of, but could not con- 
quer. She had written the day before to inform 
Mr. d' Avora, that ſhe ſhould tet out for London 
tour days after her letter. Accordingly at the time 
appomted, after haying agreed with FE Lamb- 
don, that Sir Edward muſt be kept ignorant of the 
Place to which ſhe was gone, ſhe ſet out with that 
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lady, who carried her in her coach twelve miles of 
the way, and then delivered her to Mr. d'Avora, 
who was come thither to receive her. Lady 
Lambton could not part with her amiable companion 
without regret, and expreſſed her true ſenſe of her 
merit in ſuch ſtrong terms to Mr. d' Avora, who 
could not forgive that. pride which occafioned ſo 
much pain both to Louiſa and Sir Edward, that he 
told her in plain terms, how very happy, and how 
much honoured any man muſt be, who had her 
for his wife. Perhaps Lady Lambton would have 
ſubſcribed to his opinion, had any one but her 
grandſon been concerned; but the point was too 
tender, and it was no ſmall command over herſelf, 
that prevented her giving the good old 'man a hint 
that ſhe thought him impertinent. 


Our travellers arrived in town the next day, af- 
ter a melancholy journey, for even the company 
of a friend ſhe ſo much loved and eſteemed, could 
not reſtore Miſs Mancel's natural vivacity, though 
in compaſſion to the good old man, who ſympa- 
thiſed tenderly in her diſtreſs, ſne endeavoured to 
the utmoſt of her power, to 'conceal how very 
deeply ſhe was afflicted. It was ſome little time 
before her ſpirits were ſufficiently compoſed to form 
any ſcheme for her future life, nor were they be- 
nefited by a letter from Lady Lambton, which 
- acquainted her that Sir Edward, at his return, find- 
ing ſhe had left the place, that his grandmother 
had conſented to her departure, and refuſed to tell 
him where ſhe was gone, was for ſome days frag- 
tic with rage and grief, and had juſt then left Eady 
Lambton, with a determination to ſerve 286. 
teer in the army in Germany, in hopes, hd, 
to find there a releaſe from his afflictions, whith no- 
thing but the hand of death could beſtow, #7 
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The old lady was much ſhocked at this event, bpt 
hoped a little time would reſtore his reaſon, and 


ence. * There was room to believe, ſhe faid, 


that © the reſt of the campaign would paſs over 


enable him to bear his diſappointment with pati- 
r 
0 
0 


without a battle, and if fo the change of ſcene 


e If © might abate his paſſion.” \ 


Jy Louiſa's heart was too tenderly engaged to rea- 
„e fon fo philoſophically, ſhe was almoſt diſtracted 
er Wl with her fears, and was often inclined to blame her 
20 I own ſcruples, that had driven ſo worthy a man to 
lf, ſuch (extremities. All Mr. d'Avora could urge to 
nt reconcile her to berſelf, and to calm her apprehen- 

ſions for Sir Edward, were ſcarcely ſufficient to re- 

ſtore her to any eaſe of mind; but at length he 
af- brought her to ſubmit patiently to her fate, and to 
ny ſupport her preient trial with N 


gh They were ſtill undetermined as to her future 
pa- eſtabliſhment, when Mr. d' Avora one day met an 
to old acquaintance and countryman in the ſtreet. As 
ery this perſon had many years before returned to his 
ime WW native country, Mr. d' Avora inquired what had 
rm ¶ again brought him into England? His friend repli- 
ed, that he was come in quality of fac totum to a 
wide lady'ok; lin the courſe of their con- 
verſarigh 2 Oy U Avora, if he could re- 
£9 wan to his lady, her's 
having ay eee. The character this man 
ieee, inelmed Mr. d'Avora to men- 
Pe to ir Mancel, who readily agreed, 
that he bol Endeavour to obtain it for 828 | 


Mr. d' Avora had engl the man toeal! on i him 
the next day, by telling him he believed he might 
4 4 b of | 5 be 


— 
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be able to recommend a moſt valuable 1g per- 
fon to his lady. He was punctual to his appoint. 

ment, and conducted Mr. d'Avora and Loviſa to 

$f Mrs. Thornby's, that was the name of the lady in 


queſtion. 


| «+. 


Miſs Mancel was dreſſed with care, but of 2 
very different fort from what is uſually aimed at; 
all her endeavours had been to conceal her youth 
and beauty as much as poſſible under great gravity 
of dreſs, and to give her all the diſadvantages con- 
ſiſtent with neatneſs and cleanlineſs. But ſuch art 
was too thin a verl to hide her charms... Mrs. 
Thornby was immediately ſtruck will her beauty, 
and made ſome ſcruple of taking A young perſon 
into her ſervice, whom ſhe ſhould look upon 
2ãẽss a great charge, and ſhe feared her maid might 
require more attention from her, than ſhe ſhould 
think neceſſary for any ſervant to pay to herſelf. 
Mr. d'Avora repreſented to hes, how cruel it was 
that beauty, which was looked upon as one o 
the moſt precious gifts of nature, ſhould diſquali- 
© fy a young woman for obtaining a neceſſary pro- 

< 'viſion. That this young perſon's prudence was 

* ſo irreproachable, as ſufficiently ſecured her from 
© any diſadvantages, which might naturally be 
feared from it, But ſtill he allowed, her perſon 
would juſtly deter a married woman from receiu- 
ing her, and might make 4 cautious mother 
avoid it, ſince her good conduct would rather add 
to, than diminiſh her attractions, therefore it was 
only with a ſingle lady ſhe could hope to be 
placed; and he was well convinced, that ſuch an 
done would have reaſon to think hefſelf happy, in 
© ſoaccompliſhed a ſervant; ſince her mind was {lil 

© more amiable than her perſon 
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nt- Mrs. Thornby allowed what he ſaid to be 
to reaſonable and was ſo charmed with Louiſa's appear- 
in ance, that ſhe aſſured him ſhe would receive her 
with pleaſure. She was in haſte for a ſervant, and 
Miſs Mancel had no reaſon to delay her attendance, 
fall therefore it was agreed ſhe ſhould enter into her 
at; place the next day. 


on- would have forced her to receive a very handſome 
att preſent 3 Louiſa had accepted many while ſhe lived 
Ars, with her ladyſhip, but at this time-ſhe ſaid, it 
uty, i © would look like receiving a compenſation for the 
rlon ll * loſs of Sir Edward; and as ſhe chole to ſacrifice 
pon fi} both her inclinations and happineſs to her regard 


ight il © for Lady Lambton, ſhe could not be induced io 
ould accept any thing that looked like a reward for an 


ſell. WW action, which if ſhe had not thought it her duty, 
wall © nothing could have prevailed with her to per- 
e off form.“ The tendereſt affections of her heart 
uali- were too much concerned in what ſhe had done, to 
pro- leave her the power of feeling any apprehenſions 
wall of poverty; all the evils that attend it then ap- 
rom Wl -peared to her ſo entirely external, that ſhe beheld 
them with the calm philoſophy of a ſtoic, and not 
from a very contrary motive; the inſenſibility of 
each aroſe trom a ruling paſſion ; the fois From 


pride, her's from love. But though ſhe feared not 


eſtabliſhment, as ſoon as it could be obtained ; and 
thereforeigeceived great ſatisfaction from being aſ- 
ſured of Mrs. Thornby's acceptance of her ſervices. 


ward continued conſtant ' till Lady Lambton's death, 
Louiſa might then, without any breach of honour 


— 
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vity When Lady Lambton took leave of Louiſa, ſhe I 


poverty, ſhe ſaw it was adviſeable to fix upon ſome 


Mr. d'Avora, was not without hopes, that if Sir Ed- 


or gratitude, marry him; though to have engaged 
| herſelf 


* 
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herſelf to do ſa, would, as ſhe obſerved, have been 
ſcarcely leſs inexcuſable than an immediate conſent ; 
therefore he adviſed her to aſſume another name, as 
Sir Edward might not chooſe, after ſhe was his 
wife, to have it known that he had been reduced 
to ſervitude. | os ah 


Louiſa was accordingly received at Mrs. 'Thorn- 
by's by the name of Menil. Her good ſenſe and 
aſſiduity enabled her to acquit herſelf ſo well in her 
new place, as greatly delighted her miſtreſs ; and 
though ſhe concealed the greateſt part of her ac- 
compliſhments, ſenſible they could be of no aſſiſt- 
ance, and might on the contrary raiſe a prejudice 
- againſt her; yet her behaviour and converſation ſo 
-plainly indicated a ſuperior education, that before 
ſhe had been there a week, Mrs. Thornby told her, 
ſhe was certain ſhe had not been born for the ſta- 
tion ſhe was then in, and begged a particular ac- 
count of her whole lite. 


Louiſa fearing that a compliance would render 


her leſs agreeable to her miſtreſs, who already treat 


ed her with reſpect, which ſeemed more than was 
due to her fituation, and often appeared uneaſy at 
ſeeing her perform the neceſſary duties of her place; 
intreated to be ſpared a taſk, which, ſhe ſaid, was 
attended with fome circumſtances fo. melancholy, 
as greatly affected her ſpirits on a patticulat re- 
colleQtior:. 5 25 


Mrs. Thornby's curioſity was not abated by this 
inſu:uation, and ſhe repeated her requeſt in'a man- 


ner ſo importunate, and at the ſame time fo kind, 


that Louiſa could no longer, without manifeſt dif 
reſpect, decline it. „ eee 2 1) FVT1 es 
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She began then by acquainting her, that ſhe 
s vent by a borrowed name; but had proceeded 
vo farther in her narration, than to tell her that 
4 WM her real name was Mancel, and that ſhe had been 
left to the care of an aunt, in her earlieſt infancy, 
by parents who were obliged, for reaſons ſhe could 
„never learn, to leave their country, when Mrs. 
d Thornby exclaimed, My child! my child! and fink- 
er iog on her knees, with eyes and hands lifted up 
id towards heaven, poured forth a moſt ardent thankſ- 
c- wing, with an extacy of mind not to be deſcribed. 
ſt- r firſt ſenſation was that of gratitude to the Al- 
ce mighty Power, who had reſerved fo great a bleſ- 
ſo ſing for her; maternal tenderneſs alone gave riſe to 
bre the ſucceeding emotions of her heart; ſhe threw 
er, her arms round Louifa, who on ſeeing her fall on 
ta- her knees, and not comprehending the meaning 
c- Wl of her action ran to her; but ſtruck with aſtoniſh- 
ment and reverence at the awful piety in her coun- 
tenance and addreſs, bent ſilent and motionleſs over 
her. Mrs. Thornby leaning her head on Louiſa's 
- boſom, burſt into ſuch a flood of tears, and was 
ſo oppreſſed with joy, that the power of ſpeech to- 
tally failed her. Louiſa raiſed her from the ground, 
erying, Dear madam, what can all this mean? 
* What does this extreme agitation of your mind 
* give me room to hope ?? ES 


Every thing, my child! my angel! that a fond 

parent can beftow, replied Mrs. Thornby. I 
this am that mother, that was obliged to leave thee to 
an- © another's care; and has Heaven preſerved my 
ind, daughter, and reſtored her to me ſo lovely, ſo 
dil. © amiable | Gracious Providence] Merciful beyond 
© Wl © hope! Teach me'to thank thee as I ought for this 
. ae of thy goodneſs! And then her 


f 


whole - 


due care of her. 
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whole ſoul ſeemed again poured forth in grateful 
adoration. 


Louiſa could ſcarcely believe this event was real; 
thus unexpectedly to meet with a parent, whom ſhe 
ſuppoſed loſt to her for ever, almoſt ſtunned her; 
her thoughts were ſo engroſſed by the raptures 


- of her joyful mother, that ſhe did not feel half her 


good fortune; and the delight ſhe received in ſee- 
ing her mother's happineſs, robbed her of every. 
other ſenſation. i 


It was ſome hours before Mrs. Thornby's mind 
was. ſufficiently compoſed to enter into any con- 
nected converſation. From broken ſentences Miſs 
Mancel learnt, that her father and mother, by 
© the. complicated diſtreſs of ruined fortune, and 
c the tgo fatal ſucceſs of a duel, in which Mr. 
© Mancel was unwillingly engaged, had been 
© obliged to abſent themſelves from England, They 
c went to one of the American colonies, in hopes 
© of finding means to improve their circumſtances, 
© leaving the young Louiſa then in her cradle, with 
a ſiſter of Mr. Mancel's, who readily undertook 
"IN They were ſcarcely arrived in 
America, when Mr. Mancel was ſeized with a 
© fever, of which he ſoon died, and with him all 
© their hopes. Mrs. Mancel was left entirely de- 
c ſtitute, at a loſs how to hazard the tedious pal- 
© ſage home, without the protection of a huſband, 
and with hardly a ſufficient ſum remaining to 

c diſcharge the expences of it. 


© Her melancholy ſituation engaged ſome of the 
© inhabitants of the place to offer her all neceſſary 
© accommodations, till ſhe could find a'proper op- 
* portunity of returning to England. Dering: this 
| | . time, 


ul 
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* time, Mr. Thornby, a gentlemen who had ac- 
* quired a; fortune there, ſaw her, and was ſo 
© well pleaſed with her perſon and conduct, that 
© he very re ſollicited her to marry him. 
Every perſon. ſpoke in his favour, and urged 
© her to conſent; her poverty was no faint advi- 
© ſer, and with general approbation, at the con- 

* cluſion of the firſt year of her widowhood, ſhe 
* became his wife. 


His affairs ſoon called him into 2 more inland 
a 3 of the country, to which ſhe attributed her 

* never having heard from her ſiſter, to whom ſhe 
* wrote an account of her huſband's death; but 
* by what Miſs Mancel told her ſhe imagined her 
letter had not been received. 


© Mr. and Mrs. Thornby continued in the ſame 

* place, till about two years before her arrival in 
England; but his health growing extremely bad, 
© he was adviſed by his phyſicians to return to 
Europe. He wiſhed to re-vifit his native coun- 
* try, but was perſuaded, for the re-eſtabliſhment 

* of his conſtitution, to ſpend ſome time in Italy. 


The climate at firſt ſeemed to relieve him, but 


* his complaints returning with greater violence, 


* he died in the latter part of the ſecond year 
* of his abode there. 


„ Higeſtate i in the Indies he We to a ner 
* phew, who lived upon the ſpot; but the money 
he had ſent before him into England, which 


amounted to about forty thouſand pounds, he left 


to his widow... He had deſired to be interred at 


Florence, where he died. As ſoon 2 the fune- 5 


* ral was over, and ſſome other nece — affairs 
. ſettled, "Mrs. Thornby ſet out for Engl * 
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© ſhe no ſooner arrived than ſhe employed intel. 


WM 


© ligent perſons to find out her fiſter-in-law and 
© daughter, but had not received any account from 
© them, when her | daughter was reſtored to her 
as the free gift of providence.” a 


Mrs. Thornby was now more defirons than ever, 
to hear each minute particular that had befallen 
her Louiſa; but Louiſa begged that before ſhe 
obeyed her orders, ſhe might have permiſſion to 
communicate the happy event to Mr. d'Avora, 
whoſe joy ſhe knew would be nearly equal to 
her own. A meſſenger was diſpatched for this 
purpoſe, and then ſhe related en all 
the incidents in her ſhort life, except her partial 
regard to Sir Edward Lambton, which filial awe 
01008: her to ſuppreſs. 


Mrs. Thornb grew e * more deli hted 
with her , 28 dar acquired — 
ments, and natural excellencies, became more con- 
ſpicuous on longer acquaintance. Her -maternal 
zen emed to glow with greater warmth for hav- 
ing been ſo long ſtiſled, and od Leaks found ſuch de- 
light in the tender affection of a mother, that ſhe 
was ſcarcely: ſenſible of the agreeable change in her 
ſituation, which was now in every circumſtance 
the moſt deſirable. All that fortune could give, 
ſhe had it in her power to enjoy, and that eſteem 
which money cannot purchaſe, her own merit ſe- 
cured her, beſides all the gratification:a young wo- 
man can receive from general admiration. But 
ſtill Lovifa was not happy, her fears for Sir Ed- 
ward's life, while in ſo dangerous a ſituation, 
would not ſuffer her mind to be at peace. Sbe 
might hope every thing from her mother's 100 

| * but had not courage to confeſs her 2 
ne, 


* 
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|. neſs, nor to intimate a wiſh, which might occaſion 

nd her ſeparation from a parent, whoſe joy in their re- 

mm Ml union ſtill roſe to rapture. Chance, that deity, 

er which though blind, is often a powerful friend, did 
WH what ſhe could not prevail on herſelf to do. 

2 | 
er, One morning the news paper of the day being 
len brought in, Mrs. Thornby taking it up, read to her 
ſhe daughter a paragraph, which contained an account 
to Jof a battle in Germany, wherein many of the En- 
ra, gliſh were ſaid to be ſlain, but few of their names 

to Ml ſpecified. | Louiſa immediately turned pale, her 

s work dropped ont of her hand, and an univerſal 
trembling ſeized her. Mrs. Thornby was too at- 
tentive not to obſerve her daughter's diſtreſs, and ſo 
kindly 1nquired the reaſon, that Louiſa ventured to 
tell her for whom ſhe was ſo much intereſted ; 
and gave an exact account of Sir Edward's addreſs 
to her, her behaviour upon it, and the great regard 
ſhe had for him. | 


Mrs. Thornby affectionately chid her for having 
till then concealed a circumſtance whereon ſo much 
of her happineſs depended, and offered to write to 
Lady Lambton immediately, and acquaint her, that 
if want of fortune was her only objection to Miſs 
Mancel, it no longer ſubſiſted, for that ſhe was 
ready to anſwer any demands of that ſort, which 
her ladyſhip ſhould chuſe to make, as ſhe thought 
ſhe ſhould no way ſo well ſecure her daughter's 
happineſs, as by uniting her with a gentleman of 
dir Edward's amiable character, and whoſe affec- 
tion for her had ſo evidently appeared. 


Louiſa could not reje& an offer which mige 
reſcue Sir Edward from the dangers that threat: 
ened him, and with pleaſure thought of re- | 
8 warding 
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wardin ſo generous and fo ſincere a paſſion. Per. 
| haps ſhe found ſome gratification, in ſhewing that 
gratitude alone dictated her refuſal. The letter was 
immediately diſpatched, and received with grea 
Pleaſure . by lady Lambton, whoſe eſteem 2 
Miſs Mancel, would have conquered any thing 
but her pride. She accepted the propoſal in 
the politeſt manner, and that Sir Edward might 
be acquainted with his happineſs as ſoon as poſſible, 
diſpatched her ſteward into Germany, - ordering 
him to travel with the utmoſt expedition, and 
gave him Mrs. Thornby's letter, -with one from 
herſelf, containing an account of the great change 
in Loviſa's fortune. 1555 


The ſervant obeyed the dire&ions given 1 
and performed the journey in as ſhort a time as 
poſſible; but as he entered the camp, he met 
Sir Edward indeed, but not as a future bride- 
groom. He was borne on men's ſhoulders, pale 
and almoſt breathleſs, juſt returned from an at- 
tack, where by his too great rafhnefs, he had re- 
ceived a mortal wound. He followed him 
with an aching heart to his tent, where Sir 


6 Edward recovering his ſenſes, knew him, and 
aſked, © What brought him there ſo opportunely, 


' . © tocloſe his eyes, and pay the laſt duties, to one of 


© whoſe infancy he had been fo careful?“ for this 
ſervant lived in the family when Sir Edward was 
born, and loved him almoſt with paternal fondneſs, 
which occaſioned his deſire of being himſelf the 
meſſenger of ſuch joyful news. 


The poor man was ſcarcely able to door a 
queſtion. expreſſed in ſuch melancholy terms, 
and was doubtful whether he ought to acquaint 


i bim wien a — which might only in- 
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The 
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he felt 


2 
4 


creaſe his regret at loſing a life, which would 


"at have been bleſſed to his utmoſt wiſh, but inca- 
5 wpable in that ſtate of mind of inventing any plau- 
- Wl ſible reaſon, he told him the truth, and gave. 
w him the two letters. | | 
4 The pleaſure Sir Edward received at the account 
git WY of Louiſa's good fortune, and the ſtil] greater joy 
le, I be felt at ſo evident a proof of her regard- for him, 
"6 made him for a time forget his pains, and flattered 
nd the good old ſteward with hopes, that his caſe was 
om not ſo deſperate as the ſurgeons repreſented it; but 
age Sir Edward told him, he knew all hope was vain.” 
| I muſt accuſe myſelf, ſaid he, of loſing that love- 
. WW ly, generous woman, what a treaſure would 
im, if © have gladdened my future days, had I not raſh- 
© WM ly, I fear criminally, ſhortened them, not by 
n * my own hand indeed, but how little different ! 


Mad with deſpair, I have ſought all means of 
pale Wl + obtaining, what I imagined the only cure for my 
* diſtempered mind. Weary of life, ſince I could 
*- MW not poſſeſs her, in whom all my joys, all the 
um . wiſhes of my ſoul were centered, I ſeized ev 
dir + occaſion of expoſing myſelf to the enemy's ſword. 
* Contrary to my hopes, I eſcaped many. times, 


* deferate by diſappointment, I this morning went 
on an attack, where inſtead of attempting to 
* conquer, all my endeavour was to. be killed, 
and at laſt I ſucceeded; how fatally! Oh my 
* Louiſa, continued he, and do I then Joſe thee by 
my own.impatience! Had I, like thee, ſubmitted 
to the diſpoſition of providence, had I waited 
* from its mighty power, that relief which it alone 
can give, I might now be expecting with rapture 
* the hour that ſhould have united us for ever, in- 


* ſtead of preparing for that which ſhall ſummon 


—— — 
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© me to the grave, where even thou ſhalt be forgot. 
ten and the laſt traces of thy lovely image effaced 
from my too faithful remembrance.- How juſt are 
© the decrees of the Almighty ! Thy patience, thy 
reſignation, and uncommon. virtues are rewarded 
© as they ought; my petulance, my impatience, 
© which, as it were, flew in the face of my Ma- 
© ker, and ſought to loſe a life which he had intruſt- 
ed to my keeping, and required me to preſerve, 
cis deſervedly puniſhed. I am deprived of that 
© exiſtence, which I would now endure whole ages 
© of pain to recal, were it to be done, but it is paſt, 
© and I ſubmit to thy Juſtice, thou all wiſe difpoſer 
of my fate.” = 


The agitation of Sir Edwards mind had given 
him a flow of falſe ſpirits, but at length they failed, 
leaving him only the more exhauſted. He kept 
Mrs. Thornby's letter on his pillow, and read it 
many times. Frequent were his expreſſions of re- 
gret for his own raſhnefs, and he felt much concern 
from the fear that Louifa would be ſhocked with 
his death. Her mother's proceedings convinced 
him ſhe was not void of regard for him; he now 
ſaw that he had not vainly flattered himſelf, when 
he imagined, from many little circumſtances, that 
her heart ſpoke in his favour; and the force ſhe 
muſt have put on her affections, raiſed his opinion 
of her almoſt to adoration. He often told his 
faithful attendant, that in thoſe moments he felt a 
joy beyond what he had ever yet experienced, in 
_ believing Louiſa loved him; but theſe emotions 
were ſoon checked by reflecting, that if ſhe did ſo, 


me could not hear of his death without ſuffering 


many heart-felt pangs. 
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He lingered for three days, without the leaſt en- 
couragement to hope for life, and on the laſt died 
with great refignation, receiving his death as a pu- 
niſhment juſtly due to his want of fubmiſſion to 
the divine will, and that froward petulance which 
drove him to deſperation, in not ſucceeding to his 
wiſhes, juft at the time, that, to his impetuous 
paſſions, and ſhort-ſighted reafon, appeared moſt 
deſireable 


The afflicted ſteward wrote an account of this 
melancholy event to Lady Lambton, and ſtaid to 
attend Sir Edward's body home, that his laſt re- 
mains might be depoſited in the family vault. 


Lady Lambton received theſe mourpful tidings 
with exceſſive grief, and communicated them to 
Mrs. Thornby. Loniſa, from the time of the meſ- 
ſenger's ſetting out for Germany, had been pleaſing 
herſelf with reflecting on the joyful reception he 
would meet with from Sir Edward; and had fre- 
quently anticipated, in imagination, the pleaſures 
ſhe and Sir Edward would receive at ſeeing each 
other, after ſo melancholy a ſeparation. She now 
every hour expected him, and when Mrs. 'Thornby 
began to prepare her againſt ſurprize, ſhe imagined 
he was arrived, and that her kind mother was en- 
deavouring to guard her againſt too ſudden joy. She 
attempted to break through the delay, which muſt 
ariſe from all this caution, by begging Wknow if 
he was in the houſe, defiring her not to'fear any 
ill effects from his ſudden appearance, and toſe from 
her ſeat, ingrder to attend her mother to Sir Ed- 
vard. Mrs. Thornby made her fit down again, 


I wich a countenance which ſpoke very different 
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things from what ſhe expected, 
with the fatal end of all her hopes. 
to which ſhe was before elated. She ſunk lifeleſs 
in the arms of her mother, who had claſped her 
to her breaſt, and it was. a conſiderable time before 
their cruel endeavours to bring her to her ſenſes 
ſucceeded. Her firſt ſenſation was an agony of 
grief; ſhe accuſed herſelf of being the occaſion of 
Sir Edward's death, and from the unfortunate con- 
ſequences of her aCtions, arraigned her motives for 
them. Mrs. Thornby and Mr. d'Avora, whom 
ſhe had ſent for on this occaſion, endeavourcd to 
convince her ſhe was no way to blame, / that what 
ſhe had done was laudable, and ſhe ought not to 
judge of an action by its conſequences, which muſt 
39275 remain in the hands of the Almighty, to 
whom we are accountable for our motives, but who 
bedſt knows when they ought to be crowned with 
ſucceſs. When they had prevailed with her to ex- 
culpate herſelf, her piety and patience made it the 
more eaſy to perſuade her calmly to ſubmit. to the 
decrees of providence. She ſoon ſaw, that to 
ſuffer was her duty, and though ſhe might grieve, 
ſhe muſt not repine. The good advice of her two 
friends was ſome ſupport to her mind, but her chief 
| ſtrength aroſe from her frequent petitions to him 
who tried her in ſufferings, to grant her patience 
to bear them with due reſignation. Such addreſſes, 
fervently and ſincerely made, can never be una» 
Vvoailing, and ſhe. found the conſolation ſhe. alked 
For. Her affliction was deep, but ſilent and:fub- 
miſſive, and in no part of her life did ſhe ever ap 
pear more amiable than on this trying occaſion, 
when her extreme ſenſibility could never extort ons 
word or thought which was not dictated by humble 
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piety, and the moſt exemplary reſignation. That 
Sir Edward had had ſo juſt a ſenſe of his own error, 
and ſo properly repented his impatience, was a great 
conſolation, and ' ſhe hoped to meet him whom 
ſhe had ſo ſoon loſt, in a ſtate of happineſs, where 
they ſhould never more be parted. 


es Mrs. Morgan had borne a tender ſhare in all 
of W Louiſa's joys and ſorrows; for in the frequency of 
of, her correſpondence, every circumſtance that at- 
n- Wl tended the latter was faithfully imparted, though 
or the communication was leſs free on Mrs. Morgan's 
Om Wl fide, who, contrary to her natural temper, acted 
to with reſerve on this particular; induced by a dou- 
nat WI ble motive,-a belief that it was her duty to con- 
to i ceal her huſband's faults, and a deſire to ſpare her 
uſt WW friend the pain of ſuffering participation in her 
to vexations. She longed to attend Miſs Mancel 
ho in her affliction, but dared not urge a requeſt 
1th with which ſhe knew Mr. Morgan would not 
ex- comply. He lived intirely in the country, and 
the W ſeemed to be totally inſenſible to the pleaſure of 
contributing to the happineſs of others. - All his 
tenderneſs was confined within the narrow circle of 
himſelf, Mrs. Morgan daily beheld diſtreſs and po- 
verty without the power of relieving it, for his par- 
cimony would not let him truſt her with the diſ- 
poſal of what money was neceſlary for her 
own expences, his ſiſter always bought what 
they in their wiſdoms judged requiſite, and Mrs. 
og was treated in thoſe affairs like a little 


In-matters too trifling to come within Mr. Mor- 
gan's notice, Mrs. Spſanna, fearing her ſiſter 
hould enjoy a moment's eaſe, took care to per- 
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form her part in teaz ing, as if their joint buſineſs 
was only to keep that woman in a conſtant 
ſtate of fuffering. To compleat her vexation, Mr. 
Morgan, who had always drank hard, increaſed 
fo much in that vice, that few days 'paffed wherein 
he was not totally intoxicated. Mrs. Morgan 
ſaw no means of redreſs, and therefore thought it 
beſt to ſuffer without complaint ; ſhe confidered, 
that, by contention, ſhe could not prevail over 
their ill temper, but muſt infallibly ſour her own, 
and deſtroy that compoſure of mind, neceſſary to 
enable every one to acquit herſelf well in all Chrif- 
tian duties, By this patient acquieſcenoe her vir- 
tues were refined, though her health ſuffered, and 
ſhe found ſome ſatisfaction in reflecting, that he 
whom ſhe moſt wiſhed to pleaſe, would graciouſly 
accept her endeavours; however unavailing they 
might be towards obtaining the favour of thoſe on 
whom her earthly peace depended. | 


At this part of Mrs. Maynard's narration we 
were again interrupted by dinner, but the arrival 
of ſome vifitors in the afternoon, afforded Lamont 
and myſelf an qpportunity of begging her to give 

us the ſequel, and for that purpoſe we choſe a re- 
tired feat in the garden; when ſhe thus pro- 


ceeded. 


The next ſix years of Miſs Mancel's life paſſed 
in a perfect calm; this may appear too cold an ex- 
preſſion, ſince her ſituation Was ſuch, as would 
by moſt people have been thought conſummate 
| happineſs. Mrs. Thornby's ample fortune ena- 
| bled them to live in great figure, and Miſs Mancel' 
beauty and underſtanding rendered her the objet 
bf general admiration. Had her conduct been lels 
amiable, ſhe could not but have N many 
| lovers; 
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wers; 


lovers; «it is mot ſtrange- then, ſuch as ſhe Was, 
that the ſhould be addreffed by many men of diſtin- 
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guiſhed rank and fortune. Wherever ſhe appear- 
ed, ſhe attracted all eyes, and engroſſed the whole 
attention. Mrs. Thornby, more delighted with 
the admiration paid her daughter than ſhe her- 
ſelf, carried her frequently into public, and kept 
a great deal of company. Louiſa could not be in- 
ſenſible to the general approbation, but was hurt 
with the ſerious attachment of thoſe who more 
particularly addreſſed her. As ſhe was determined 
never to marry, thinking it a ſort of infidelity to a 
man, whoſe death was owing to his affection for 
her, he always took the firſt opportunity of diſ- 
couraging every purſuit of that kind: and reſtrain- 
ed the natural vivacity of her temper, left it ſhonld 
give riſe to any hopes which could end only in 
diſappointment. 'She endeavoured to make pub- 
lickly known her fixed determination never to mar- 
ry; but as thoſe reſolutions are ſeldom thought 
unalterable, many men flattered themſelves, that 
their rank and fortunes, with their perſonal 
merits might conquer ſo ſtrange an intention, and 
therefore would not deſiſt without an expreſs re- 


fuſal. SO 5 


In the ſeventh year after Mrs. Thornby's re- 
turn into England, ſhe was taken off by a fever, 
and left Miſs Mancel, at twenty four years of age, 
in poſſeſſion of forty mouknd pounds, a fortune 
which could nat afford her any conſolation for the _ 
loſs of To tender a parent. Having nothing to at- 
tach her to any particular part of the kingdom, 
ſhe more than ever longed to ſettle in Mrs. Mor- 


gan's neighbourhood, but feared to occaſion ſome 


new uneaſineſs to her friend, and was ſenſible, that 
if, when vicinity favoured LEDs they ſhould be de- 
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nied the pleaſure of each other's company, or very 
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moch reſtrained in it, the mortification would be 

{hill greater than when diſtance would not permit 
=. them to meet. She had the ſatisfaction of hear- 


ing from her friend, that Mr. Morgan ſeemed to 
eſteem her more than for ſome. years after their 
marriage, and often gave her reaſon to think he 
did not deſpiſe her underſtanding, and Was well 
pleaſed with her conduct. The truth was, this 
gentleman's eyes were at laſt opened to the merits 
of his wife's behaviour, the long trial he had made 
ol her obedience, which was implicit, and per- 
formed with apparent chearfulneſs, if compared 
with his ſiſter's conduct, could not fail of appear- 
ing in an amiable light, when he was no longer 
beſet with the malicious inſinuations of Suſanna 


| 1 32 who had beſtowed herſelf on a young enſign, whoſe: 


ſmall. hopes of preferment in the army, reduced him 
to accept that lady and her-fortune as a melancholy 
reſource, but his only certain proviſion.  'This al- 
teration. in Mr. Morgan's temper gave Mrs. Mor- 
gan.and Louiſa room to hope that, he might -not 
yes continue averſe to their becoming neigh- 
DQUTrs. 4 8 AN | 


+,” While they were flattering themſelves with this 


t agreeable proſpect, Mr. Morgan was ſeized with 
3 r diſorder, which at firſt attacked his limbs, 


but im a very ſhort time affected his head ſo: much, 
das almoſt to deprive him of his ſenſes. He was 
totally confined to his bed, and ſeemed not to know 
any one. but his wife. He would take neither me- 
dicine nor nouriſhment except from her hands; 4 
be was entirely lame, ſhe was obliged to feed him, 
and he was not eaſy if ſhe was out of the room. 
Even in the night he would frequently call to her; 

il ſhe appeared at his bed-ſide he was then content 
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ed, being ſure ſhe was in, the chamber, but 
would fall into violent paſſions, which be had 
not words to expreſs (for he was almoſt des 
prived of his ſpeech) if the did not 9 * 
pear. 3 


— 


When Miſs Mancel heard of his deplorable N 
tion, ſhe was under the greateſt apprehenſions for 
her friend's health, from. ſo-cloſe and fo. fatiguing 
an attendance, and begged ſhe might come to her, 
as he was*then incapable of taking umbrage at it. 
The offer was too agreeable to be rejected, and 
theſe ladies met after ſo long an enforced: ſeparati- 
on, with a joy not to be imagined by any heart 
leſs fuſceptible than theirs, of the tender and deli- 
cate ſenſations of friendſhip. Louiſa was almoſt 
as conſtantly in Mr. Morgan's, room in the day. 
time, as his wife, though ſhe kept*out of his fight, 
and thus they had full opportunity of converfing- 
together; for though the ſick man often called 
Mrs. Morgan, yet as ſoon as he ſaw ſhe was in 
the chamber, he ſunk again into that ſtate of ſtu- 
pefaction, from which he never recoveted. Mrs. 
Morgan put a bed up in his room, and lay there 
conſtantly, but as he was as ſoliciteus to know 
ſhe was preſent in the night, as in the day, ſhe. 


could never quite undreſs herſelf the whole time of 4 


his ickneſs. "ht fl ms 1 5 
In this condition Me. Morga gan lay for three 5 
months, when death releaſed hin from this world; 
and brought a ſeaſonable relief to Mrs, Morgan, | 
whoſe health was ſo impaired by long, confinement, 
na, want of quiet reſt, that ſhe could not much 
Auel have ſupported it; and vexation had before 
o far impaired her conſtitution, that nothing could 
* enabled her to undergo ſo long a fatigue, but 
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the infinite joy ſhe received from Miſs Mance's 
e | 

| When Mr. Morgan's will was opened, it ap- 


peared, that he had left his wife an eſtate which fell 
to him about a month before the commencement 


of dis illneſs, where we now live. The income of 


it is a thouſand pounds a year; the land was tho- 


; j * roughly ftocked, and the houſe in good repair. Mr. 
Morgan had at his marriage ſettled a jomture on - 
his wife of four hundred pounds a year rent charge, 


and in a codicil made juſt after his fiſter's wedding, 
he bequeathed her two thouſand pounds in Ok 


After Mrs. Morgan had fettled all her affairs, it 
was judged neceſfary, that for the recovery of her 
health, ſhe ſhould go to Tunbridge, to which place 
Miſs Mancel accompanied her. As Mrs. Morgan's 
dreſs confined her entirely at home, they were not 

in the way of making _— acquaintance; but 
lady Mary Jones being in the houfe, and having 

long been known to Mifs Mancel, though no in- 


timacy had ſubſiſted between them, they now be- 


came much conne&ted. The two friends had a- 


greed: to retire into the country, and though both 
- of an age and fortune to enjoy all the pleafures 
- which molt people ſo eagerly purſue, they were de- 
firous of fixing in a way of life where all their ſa- 
tisfactions might be rational, and as conducive to 
eternal, as to temporal happineſs. They had laid 
the plan of many things, which they have fince put 
into execution, and engaged 


fairs. ö 
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Mr. d' Avora to. 
live with them, both as a valuable friend, and an, 
uſeful aſſiſtant, in the management of their al. 


_ 
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Lady Mary was at that time ſo much in the 
ame diſpofttion, and fo charmed with ſuch part of 
their ſcheme as they commun icated te her, that the 
begged to live with them for half a year, by which 
time they would be able to ſee whether they choſe 
her continuance there, and ſhe ſhould have expe- 
enced how far their way of life was agreeable to 
her. Lady Mary's merit was too apparent not 
to obtain their ready conſent to her propoſal, and 
when they had the fatisfaction of feeing Mrs. 


Morgan much recovered by the waters, and no 


farther benefit was expected, they came to this 
houfe. | 


They found it ſufficiently furniſhed, and in ſuch 
good order, that they ſettled in it without trouble. 
The condition of the poor foon drew their atten- 
tion, and they inſtituted ſchools for the young, and 
alms-houſes for the old. As they ordered every 
thing m their own family-with great ceconomy, and 
thought themſelves entitled only to a part of their 
fortunes, their large incomes allowed them full 
power to aſſiſt many, whoſe ſituations differed very 
eſſentially from theirs. The next expence they 
undertook after this eſtabliſhment of ſchools and 
alms-houſes, was that of furniſhing a houſe for e- 
rery young couple that married in their neighbour- 
hood, and providing them with ſome ſort of ſtock, 
which by induftry would prove very conduciveto- 
wards their living in a comfortable degree of plen- 
ty. They have always paid nurſes for the ſick, ſent 
them every proper refreſhment, and allow the ſame 
lum weekly which the ſick perſon could have gain- 
ea, that the reſt of the family may not loſe any 
part of their fupport, by the incapacity of one. 


G4 | When 
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When they found their fortunes would ſtill af- 
ford a larger communication, they began to receive 


the daughters of perſons in office, or other life in- 


comes, who, by their parents deaths, were left 
deſtitute of proviſion ; and when, among the lower 
ſort, they meet with an uncommon genius, they 
will admit her among the number. The girls you 
ſee ſit in the room with us are all they have at 
preſent in that way; they are educated in ſuch a 
manner as will render them acceptable, where ac- 
compliſhed women of an humble rank and beha- 
viour are-wanted, either for the care of a houſe or 
children. "Theſe girls are never out of the room 
with us, except at, breakfaſt and dinner, and after 


_ . eight o'clock in the evening, at which times they 


are under the immediate care of the houſe-keeper, 
with whom they are allowed to walk out for an hour 
or two every fine day; leſt their being always in 
our company ſhould make them think their ſituati- 
on above a menial ſtate z they attend us while we 
are dreſſing, and we endeavour that the time they 
are thus employed ſhall not paſs without improve- 
ment. They are clad coarſe and plain for the fame 
reaſon, as nothing has a ſtronger influence on vani- 
ty than dreſs. VEE" 


Fach of us takes our week alternately of more 
particular inſpection over the performances of theſe 


girls, and they all read by turns aloud to ſuch of 
us, as are employed about any thing that renders 
it not inconvenient to liſten to them. By this fort 
of education my friends hope to do extenſive good, 
for they will not only ſerve theſe poor orpbany, 
but confer a great benefit on all who ſhall;be com- 
mitted to their care, or have occaſion. for their let 
vice; and one can ſet no bounds to the e 
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and enlarged underſtandings, in the ſituations 
wherein they are to be placed, In every thing 


mn their view is to be as beneficial to ſociety as poſ- 
ſible, and they are ſuch œconomiſts even in their 
charities, as to order them in a manner, that as 


that may ariſe ſrom perſons of excellent principles 


bh large a part of mankind as poſſible ſhould feel the 
Na happy influence of their bounty. | 
at 

We 


quit them, and is too agreeable not to be very de- 
ſirable in the ſociety. Miſs Mancel has often de- 
clared, that ſhe plainly ſees the merciful hand of 
providence bringing good out of evil, in an event 


greateſt misfortune : for had ſhe married Sir Ed- 
ward Lambton, her ſincere affection for him would 


earth and too ſtrongly attached to human objects, 


ſhe ſo much valued, who is generally leſs thought 
of, in proportion as he is more particularly boun- 


In this place, and in this way of life, the three 
ha. ladies already mentioned have lived upwards of 
twenty years; for lady Mary Jones joined her for- 
tune to thoſe of the two friends, never chuſing to 


which ſhe, at the time it happened, thought her 
have led her to conform implicitfy.to all his incli- 
nations, her views would have been confined to this 


to have properly obeyed the giver of the bleſſings 


iful. Tier age, her fortune, and compliant tem- 


theſe per, might have ſeduced her into diſſipation, and 
ich of Nate made her loſe all the heart-felt joys ſhe now 


ders daily experiences, both when ſhe reflects on the paſt, 


—" contemplates the preſent, or r anticipates the tu- 


| ture. | | | 
good, 4 27442 101 5 wy 


Mary Link! ought to mention Aer Morgans s Ke: 


1 laviour to her half ſiſters. Sir Charles 


d. about | 


tages e ears ago, and through his wife's exttavax Teen N 


that elt his eſtate 'over-charged with debts, and two 
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daughters and a ſon unprovided for. Lady Mel- 
vyn's jointure was not great; Sir George her eld- V 
eft ſon, received but joſt ſufficient out of his and 
eſtate to maintain himſelf genteelly. By the 
firſt Lady Melvyn's marriage ſettlements, fix thou- ther 
ſand pounds were ſettled on her children, which, as IM . 5 
Mrs. Morgan was her only child, became her pro- 
perty ; this ſhe divided between her mother-in-taw's.. excel 
three younger children, and has beſides conferred _— 
ſeveral fayours on that naps Fo frequentiy makes 


them valuable preſents. The. young ntlemen up 
and ladies often paſs ſome time here; Lady Melvyn _= 


made us a. viſit in the firſt year of her widow- 
'* © Hood, but our way of life is fo ill ſuited to her + 
| t that, except during that dull period of Ars 


confinement; ſhe has never favoured us with her — f 
: 5 . 1 7 4 — : 3h A . 2 p On l 
- Company... 


- {My couſin, I believe, was going to mention ow 
ſore other of the actions of theſe ladies, which I} © 
ſeemed a favourite topic with her, when the 
reſt of the company came into the garden, and we 


=> og. x The was 7 34> | | T} 
py thought ourſelves obliged to join them. a 
The afternoons, in this family, generall conclud- Nam 

ed with one of their delighttul concerts ; but as ſoon arly | 

as the viſitors were departed, the ladies faid, to hir 

they would amuſe us that evening with an en- w 

| -, - tertainment, which might poſſibly be more nei ed 


to us, a ruſtic. ball. The occaſion of it was the 
marriage of a young woman, who had been Th 
brought up by them, and had for three years ere 
been in ſervice, but having for that whole we 
time been. courted by a young farmer of goon”. ieh 
character, ſhe had been W in the mormng; 
and that evening was dedicated to the celebration 
ar weeding 2 2 Mp p 
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We removed into the ſervants hall, a neat room, 
and well lighted, where we found a very numerous 
aſſembly; ſixteen couple were preparing to dance; 
the reſt were only ſpectators. The bride was a pret- 


ty genteel girl, dreſſed in a white callico gown, 


white ribbons, and in every particular neat to an 


_ exceſs. The bridegroom was a well looking young 


man, as clean and ſprucely dreſſed as his bride, 
though not with ſuch emblematic purity. This 
couple, - contrary to the cuſtom of finer people on 
ſuch occaſions, were to begin the ball together; 
but Lamont aſked leave to be the bride's partner for 
two or three dances, a compliment not diſagreea- 
ble to the ladies, and highly — to the reſt of 

the company, except the bride, whoſe vanity 
one might plainly ſee did not find gratification 
enough in having ſo genteel a partner, to recom- 
pence her for the loſs of her Colin; he, however, 
„ well ſatisfied with the honour conferred on 
his wife. 


That the bridegroom might not be without his 
ſhare of civility, the ladies gave him leave to dance 


with the eldeſt of the young girls more particu- 


larly under their care, kill his wife was reſtored 
to him. WE ED 


We ſat above an hour with this joyous company, 
whoſe mirth feemed as pure as it was ſincere, and 
I never faw a ball managed with greater decorum. 
There is a coquetry and gallantry appropriated! to 
al conditions, and to ſee the different manner in 


Which it was expreſſed in this lirtle ſet, from wit 


e is accuftomed to behold in higher life, afford- 
ed me great amuſement ; and the little arts uſed 
amovg theſe young people to captivate each other, 


ea) 


— 


- 
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were accomppnied with ſo much innocence, as 


made it exceſſively pleaſing. We ſtaid about an 


huour and half in this company, and then went to 


3 1 * 7 * F ' % 
=  My-touſin told me that Mrs. Mancel gave the 


young bride a fortune, and that ſhe might have her 
ſhare of employment, and contribute to the proviſi- 
on for her family, had ſtocked her dairy, and fur- 
niſhed her with poultry. This, Mrs. Maynard add- 
ed, was what they did for all the young women 


they brought up, if they proved deſerving - ſhew- | 


ing, likewiſe, the ſame favour to any other girls 
in the pariſh, who, during their ſingle ſtate, be- 
haved with remarkable induſtry and ſobriety. By 
this mark of diſtinction they were incited to a 
proper behaviour, and appeared more anxious 
for this | benevolence, on account of the honour 
that aroſe from it, than for the pecuniary ad- 
vantage. 


As the ladies conduct in this particular was un- 
common, I could not forbear telling them, that 
* was ſur prized to find ſo great encouragement given 
* to: matrimony! by perſons, whoſe choice ſhewed 
© them little inclined in its favour.“ | 


Does it ſurprize you, anſwered Mrs. Melvyn 
ſmiling, to ſee people promote that in others, 
. © which they themſelves do not chuſe to ptactiſe! 
We conſider matrimony as abſolutely, neceſſaty to 
the good of ſociety ; it is a general duty; but as, 
according to all antient tenures, thoſe obliged to 

perform knights ſervice, might, if they choſe to 
enjoy their own fire-ſides, be excuſed by ſending, 
_ © deputies. to ſupply their places; ſo we, uſing the 

ſame privilege, ſubſtitute many others, and e 


. 
i 
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y much more promote wedlock, than we could do 
© by entering into it ourſelves. This may wear 
© the appearance of ſome devout perſons of a certain 
religion, who equally indolent and timorous, 
© when they do not chule to ſay ſo many prayers as 
they think their duty, pay others for ſupplying 
* their deficiencies.” | | 


In this caſe, ſaid I, your example is ſome- 
* what contradictory, and ſhould it be entirely fol- 
© lowed, it would confine matrimony to the lower 
© rank of people, among whom it ſeems going out 
© of faſhion, as well as with their ſuperiors; nor 
indeed can we wonder at it, for diſſipation and 
© extravagance are now become ſuch univerſal 
* vices, that it requires great courage in any to enter 
into an indiſſoluble ſociety. Inſtead of being ſur- 
* priſed at the common difriclination to marriage, 
] am rather diſpoſed to wonder when I ſee a man 
venture to render himſelf liable to the expences 
© of a woman, who laviſhes both her time and mo- 
© ney on every faſhionable folly, and ſtill more, 
* when one of your ſex ſubjects herelf to be re- 
* duced to poverty, by a huſband's love for gaming, 


and to neglect by his inconſtancy.? “ 


* I am of your opinion, ſaid Mrs. Trentham, 
to face the enemy's cannon appears to me a leſs 
* effort of courage, than to put our happineſs into 
* the hands of a perſon, who perhaps will not once 
reflect on the importance of the truſt committed 
* to his or her care. For the caſe is pretty equal 
as to both ſexes, each can deſtroy the other's 
peace. Ours ſeems to have found out the means 
+ of being on an equality with yours. Few for- 
* tunes are ſufficient to ſtand a double expence. 
* The huſband muſt attend the gaming-table'and 

T 


ts. : ; 
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c — the wife muſt have a profuſion of ing 


5 ornatnents for her perſon, and cards for her en. IM wg 
© tertajinment. The care of the eſtate and family in - 
© are left, in the hands of ſervants, who, in imita- I « mat 
tion of their maſters and miſtreſſes, will have ma) 
© their pleaſures, and theſe muſt be ſupplied out N he 
© of the fortunes of thoſe they ſerve. Man and gry 
wife are often nothing better than aſſiſtants in 

© each others ruin; domeſtic virtues are explod- « 7, 
© ed, and ſocial happineſs deſpiſed, as dull and . for! 


7 1 . | fault 


The example of the great infects the whole Ii « exat 
community. The honeſt tradeſman who wiſhes ſ « g;4; 
© for a wife to aſſiſt him in his buſineſs, and to take I nobl 
© care of his family, dare not marry, when every « riſe 
© woman of his own rank, emulating her ſuperiors, I the 
< runs into ſuch faſhions of dreſs, as require great I. gent 
« part of his gains to ſupply, and the incomeFWWe of | 
© which would have been thought ſufficient ſome fortu 
c years ago for the wife of a gentleman of large knov 
© eſtate, will now ſcareely ſerve to enable 2 ever 
© tradeſman's wife to appear like her neighbours their 
© They too muſt have have their evening parties a du 
* they muſt attend the places of public diver-W : y, : 
c ſion, and muſt be allowed perpetual diſſipation « (te, 
"© without controul. The poor man fighs after be f. 
* the days when his father married; then clean. I: patio 
© lineſs was a woman's chief perſonal ornament] « ſelves 
© half the 725 ity of ſilk fufficed for her cloaths, 
variety of trumpery ornaments were not thought « 
« of, her huſband's BLOT employed her attenti 
© on, and her children were the objects .of he 
care. When he came home, wearied with tht 
employment of the day, he found ber realm 
c to receive him, and was not afraid of being to « x q 
© ſhe was gone to the play or opera, or of 8 ' fer 


ö 
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of ing her en in a party at cards, while he 
n- 4 es 0. ſpend Fs evening alone. But 
ily in a world fo changed, a man dare not venture on 
ta- marriage which promiſes him no comfort, and 
we WW © may occaſion his ruin, nor wiſhes for children, 
out Wl © whoſe mother's negle& may expoſe them to de- 
nd . ſtruction. | 


od- WM lt is common to blame the lower fort of people 
and WW for imitating their foperiors ; but it is equa 1 the 

fault of every ſtation, and therefore thoſe of High- 

© et rank ſhould conſider it is their duty to ſet no 
1ole Ml « examples that may hurt others. A degree of ſub- 

* ofditiation is always acquieſced in, but while the 
take WM © nobleman lives like a prince, the gentleman will 
ver) I © riſe to the proper expences of a nobleman, and 
lors, WF © the tradeſman take that vacant rank which the 
rea . gentleman has quitted; nor will he be aſhamed 
ome of becoming a bankrupt, when he ſees the 
ome WI * fortunes of his fuperiors mouldering away, and 

knows them to be oppreſſed with debts. What- 
le a © ever right people may have to make free with 
ours. © their own happineſs, a beneficial example is 
a duty which they indiſpenſibly owe to ſocie- 
wer- ty, and the profuſe have the extravagance of 
ation © their inferiors to anſwer for. The fame may 


after * be ſaid for thoſe who contribute to the diſſi- 
lear-W* pation of others, by being diffipated them- 
vo © ſelves.? LIN 

J2atns, 


ought © But, madam, intetrupted Lamont, do you. 
* think it incumbent on people of faſhion Ge ® Tag 

*quiſh their pleaſures, leſt their example ſhould 

“lead others to neglect their buſineſs? 


rea | yan) l 
ig tol 1 ſhould 1 replied Mrs. Trentham, an- 
* find rmative, were the caſe as you 


" wer you in the a 


put 


— 
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« put it, but much more ſo in the light [ ſee it. 
© Every ſtation has its duties, thoſe of the great are 
© more various than thoſe of their inferiors. They 
© are not ſo confined to. economical attentions, 
nor ought they to be totally without them; 


A 


but their more extenſive influence, their great- © Þ 
er leiſure to ſerve their creator with all the . , 
powers of their minds, conſtitute many duties . uſt 
on their part, to which diſſipation is as great . Avg 
an enemy, as it can be to thoſe more entirely do-. ey 
meſtic ; therefore on each ſide there is an equal . * 
neglect; and why ſhould we expect that ſuch . be 2s 
we imagine have fewer advantages of education, . oh 
ſhould be more capable of reſiſting temptations, . * | 
and dedicating themſelves ſolely to the perform- , 155 
ance of their duties, than perſons whoſe minds . ur, 
© are more improved?ꝰ | Ree 

f e 2 i ; 5 TO c 
II cannot deny, nd: Lacy but what __ 
© you fay is juſt, yet I fear you have uttered truth . I me 
that muſt continue entirely ſpeculative ; though. ear 
if any people have a right to turn reformers, you, com 
© ladies are beſt qualified, ſince you begin by re-. dun 
© forming yourſelves; you praQuce, more than you ſl, 5 
* preach, and therefore muſt always be liſtened to fr 
"0 with attention. l "pal Rd Forks 
TR $3. | VE E069 301. eb man 
© We do not ſet up for reformers, ſaid Mrs. ll, live: 
© Mancel, we wiſh to regulate ourſelves by the . tha 
© Jaws laid down to us, and as far as our influence, rats 
© can extend, endeavour to enforce them; beyond. for 
© that ſmall circle all is foreign to us; we have ſuf: win 
* ficient. employment in improving ourſelves ; t0 an 
© mend the world. requires much abler hands” P 
| c 
© When you talk of. laws, madam, by which l 
vcu would 


| regulate your actions, faid Lamont, 
- Sb ac g 12. R il 8 you 


oy 
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* you raiſe a juſt alarm; as for matter of opinion, 
* every one may demand an equal power, but laws 
© ſeem to require obedience; pray, from whence 


* do you take thoſe which you wiſh to make your 
© rule of life? 


* From whence, anſwered Mrs. Mancel, ſhould 
e a chriſtian take them, from the Alcoran, think 
a you, or from the wiſer Confucius, or would you 
o. ſeek in Coke on Littleton, that you may eſcape 
1a] the iron hand of the legiſlative power? No, ſure- 
ly, the Chriſtian's law is written in the Bible, 
\n, there, independent of the political regulations of 
n« particular communities, is to be found the law of 
m. the ſupreme legiſlator. There, indeed, is con- 
nds tained the true and invariable law of nations; and 
according to our performance of it, we ſhall be 
tried by. a judge, whoſe wiſdom and impartiality 
hat ſecure him from error, and whoſe power is able 
uns to execute his own decrees. This is the law © 
ugh I meant, and whoever obeys it, can never offend 
you * eſſentially againſt the private ordinances of any 
re. community. This all to whom it has been de- 
you ' Clared are bound to obey, my conſent to te- 
to <£1ve it for the rule of my actions is not material; 
for as whoever lives in England muſt ſubmit io the 
* laws of the country, though he may be ignorant of 
Mis. J. many of the particulars of them; ſo whoever 
the lives in a Chriſtian land is obliged to obey the 
ence. laws of the Goſpel, or to ſuffer for infringing 
them; in both caſes, therefore, it is prudent 
* ſuf. for every man to acquaint himſelt thoroughl 
toll ith theſe ordinances, which he cannot break wit 
0 impunity.“ | 


vhich lf fuch obedience be neceſſary, ſaid Lamont, 
ont What do you imagine will be the fate of moſt 
yall. fin 6 of 
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l ol the inhabitants of Chriſtendom; for you will » 
© allaw, that they do not regulate their conduct by bat fin 
© ſuch ſevere commands?” | uſe, | 
OR. HS. hundred 

© What will be their fate, replied Mrs. Man- ind 

© cel, I do nat pretend even to ſuppoſe, my buſi- my 

© neſs is to take care of my own. © The laws a. PI 

« gaimft robbery are not rendered either leſs juſt, 6 oy 

or leſs binding, by the numbers that daily fteal, M Fg 

. © or who demand your purſe on the high- way. "gp f 

© Laws are not abrogated by being infringed, nor * 81 
does the diſobedience of others make the ob- 00 

© ſervance of them leſs my duty. I am required to II. bn 
anfwer only for myſelf, and it is not man whom 1 os 

„ am ordered to imitate. His failings will net Nhat 

© excuſe mine. Humility forbids me to cenfure 1 
others, and prudence obliges me to avoid copy- 1 
ing them.“ ä | a1 

5 | | Oe 
Lamont thought Mrs. Mancel too ſevere in her is." 

& doctrine; bit thief was ſomething fo reſpeQ- W 

6 able in her ſeverity, that he forbore to conteſt it, 6000 | 

© and owned to me afterwards, that, while thei. 14 

© ſpoke, and he contemplated that amiable ſociety, 2 0 

© his heart ſilently aquieſced in the juſtneſs of ber air, 

£ ſentiments.” pager 

| | ommon 
Woee parted at our uſual hour; and at the ſame Pm 0 
4 time the company in the lower part of the houſe I gig 1 
broke up, eleven o'clock being the ſtated hour for fn EY 


them on thoſe occaſions to return to their reſpeCtive 


homes. | | "[andiy 


le man 
tofitahl G 


wer. 


She Ac 


The next morning, as I went down ſtairs, | 
met the houſe-keeper, and entered into converla 
tion with her, for which the preceding night's fel 
tivity furniſhed me with topics. From her I learnt, 

that 
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that ſince the ladies had been eſtabliſhed in that 
zouſe, they had given fortunes from twenty to an 
tundred pounds, as merit and occaſion directed, to 
bout thirty young women, and that they had ſel- 
dom celebrated fewer than two marriages in a year, 
ometimes more. Nor does their bounty ceaſe on 
he wedding-day, for they are always ready to aſ- 
it them on any emergency; and watch with ſo 
areful an eye over the condu& of theſe young peo- 
ple, as proves of much greater ſervice to them than 
the moury they beſtow. They kindly, but ſtrong- 
y reprehend the firſt error, and guard them by 

e moſt prudent admonitions againſt a repetition of 


om Weir fauſt. By little preſents they ſhow their ap- 
net Wrobation of thoſe who behave well, always . 
ure Wortioning their gifts to the merits of the perion; 
P)- Which are therefore looked upon as the moſt ho- 


wurable teſtimony of their conduct, and are trea- 
ured up as valuable marks of diſtinction. This 
ncouragement has great influence, and makes 
hem vye with each other in endeavours to excel 
n ſobriety, cleanlineſs, meekneſs and induſtry. 
he told me alſo, that the young women bred up 
t the ſchools theſe ladies ſupport, are ſo much 
teemed for many miles round, that it is not un- 
ommon for young farmers, who want ſober good 
ves, to obtain them from thence, and prefer 
tem to girls of much better fortunes, educated in 
different manner, as there have been various in- 
ances wherein theirinduſtry and quickneſs of un- 
ſtanding, which in a great meaſure ariſes from 
e manner of their education, has proved more 
Mofitable to their huſbands than a more ample 
ower. | 


She added, that ſhe keeps a regiſter of all the 
Is and girls, which, by her good ladies means, 
| | ave 
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have been eſtabliſhed in the world; whereby itM which 
appears, that thirty have been apprenticed out to ſelves t 
good trades, threeſcore fixed in excellent places, ¶ from a 
and thirty married. And it ſeldom happens, that Even t 
any one takes an apprentice or ſervant, till they much 1 
have firſt ſent to her ladies to know if they have deed, | 
any to recommend. | good N 
Py 880 5 | Ge grity ſ 
I expreſſed a deſire to fee the ſchools, which ſne in the 
obligingly offered to ſhew me, but feared we could him fo 
not then have time to go thither, as breakfaſt was he mij 
juft ready. While I was talking with her, I ob- thougt 
ſerved, that the fingers of one of her hands were own re 
contracted quite cloſe to the palm. I took notice their e 
of it to her, Oh! ſir, ſaid ſhe, it was the luckielt ſo that 
accident that could poſſibly be; as I was obligediiſÞ ſte war 
© to work for my ſupport, I was very much ſhock ſhephe 
ed at my recovery from a fever, to find myſelſi that is 
# deprived of the uſe of an hand, but ſtill tried ii defect: 
I could get myſelfreceived into ſervice; as I wa point t 
© ſenſible I could, notwithſtanding my infirmity ſubjea 
© perform the buſineſs of an houſe-keeper ; but n to the 
© one , would take me in this maimed condition though 
At laſt I was adviſed. to apply to theſe ladies, andF nufaQti 
„ found what had hitherto been an impediment from t 
© was a ſtronger recommendation than the good fort, a 
character I had from my laſt place; and I an neceſl; 
© ſure I have reaſon to value theſe diſtorted fingers tion,” 
© more. than ever any one did the handſomell 


hands that ever nature made. But, added ſhe There 
* ſmiling, few of my fellow-ſervants are beiteWonduQ 
qualified; the cook cannot walk without crutchesFirſt mad 
© the kitchen maid has but one eye, the dairy madtoroup} 
© is almoſt ſtone-deaf, and the houſe Maid has bulfity, wh 
„one hand; and yet, perhaps, there ts; no famil tirely 
_ ©: where the buſineſs is better done fer gratitudeſ ich me, 
- © and a conviction that this is the only houſe insert of 
. 1 1 e {nd 
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which we can be received, makes us exert our- 
ſelves to the utmoſt ; and moſt people fail not 
from a deficiency of power, but of inclination. 
Even their muſicians, if you obſerved it, fir, are 
much in the fame condition. The ſteward, in- 
© deed, muſt” be excepted; he is one whom the 
good Mr. d*Avora choſe for the ſake of his inte- 
« prity ſome years before he died, as his ſucceſſor 
in the care of the ladies affairs, and employed 
him for ſome time under his own inſpection, that 
the might be ſure he was fit for the purpoſe, 
though he perſuaded the ladies to receive their 
own rents, and direct all the chief concerns of 
their eſtates, which they have done ever ſince, 
ſo that theirs is rather an houſhold than a land 
© ſteward. But, except this gentleman and the 
ſhepherd, there is not one of their muſicians, 
chat is not under ſome natural diſadvantage; the 

d i defects of two of them are ſo viſible, I need not 
W point them out, but of the other two, one is 

ſubject to violent fits of the ſtone, and the other 

to the aſthma. Thus diſabled from hard labour, 
though they find ſome employment in the ma- 
nufacture, yet the additional profit which accrues 
from their playing here, adds much to their com- 
fort, as their infirmities render greater expences 
neceſſary to them than to others in their ſta- 
tion.“ r * 


There was ſomething ſo whimſically good in the 
onduct of the ladies in theſe particulars, as at 
t made me ſmile; but when I conſidered it more 

noroughly, I perceived herein a refinement of cha- 
Wy, which, though extremely uncommon, was 


mil tirely rational. I found, that not contented 
tut With meerly beſtowing on the indigent as large a 
> Int 


rt of their fortunes as they can poſſibly ſpare, 
12 ; 4 of they 


* 
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NV 
they carry the notion af their duty to the poor f „er 1 
as to give continual attention to it, and e lightful 
deavaur ſoto apply all they ſpend, as to make à redon 
moſt every ſhilling contribute towards the ſuppoi f have b. 
of ſome perſon in real neceſſity; by this mea nolonj 
every.expence bears the merit of a donation, in ti h make 
fight of him who knows their motives; and the e rp 
conſtant application is directed towards the relief employ 
others, while to ſuperficial obſervers they ſeem oni guri ng 
providing for their own convenience. The faſbiogff 0 ed, 
able tradeſman is ſure nat to have them in the i. on 
of chis cuſtomers; but ſhould be, through the c. wil! 
price of the multitude, be deft without h els, 4 t longe 
ſee his elated hopes (blaſted, in all ,prabability bil, >. 
1 will find theſe ladies his friends. Thoſe wholf, * th. 
Paouth renders them diſregarded, or whale old ag. be 8 l 
couragement. This ſort of cconatny pleaſes milf, fer a 
much, it is of the higheſt kind, ſince it regar, hem 
thoſe, riches which neither moth. nor ruſt can conf has b. 
rupt, nor thieves break \through.and ſteal; and . to ho 
within the reach of every 2 zmitation, f [equi 
the pooreſt may thus turn th ee (arg 
into vir tuous. actions. In this they exce 5 78 Fou 
much as the bee does the common butterfly; the liged by 
4 both feed on the ſame flowers; but while the bu ne wa 
terfly only gains a tranſient Aubliſtence, and fi into a c 
and flutters in all its gaudy pride, the bee lays wc it 
recious ſtore for its future well being, and mal. - 
= | xs all the rigours of winter. Man, indeed, of, . far 
en encroaches on the labours of the bee, and dt 
” appoints it of its reaſonable hope; hut no one wil Mrs. 
dus our own-concurrence can delpoil us of che trol, the 
ures laid up in heaven. bank u 
— 204 R an Fs TEN ed on 1 
VF.” god hope hanger rebel. _ ae acquain 
Se ſummoned me to breaxkfaſt; mY ſome ac 
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other hour ſpent in that ſociety, was rendered de- 
lightful L rational chearfulneſs, and polite 
freedom. We offered to take out leave, but ſhould 
have been diſappointed had we not been afked: to 
prolong our viſit; nor were we ſo infincere as 
to make much veſiſtance to this agreeuble invitation 
ve expreſſed ſome fears of imer rupting their better 
employments; to which Mrs. A 7 
h efuring us, that we did not do ſo mn ti leaft ; but 
a 24ded, I will tell ' you-plainly, gentlemen, the 
only alteration we ſhall wiſh to make, if yon 

will favour us with your company a few days 
longer. Our family devotions are regular, as 
you were ſtrangers we have not ſummoned you 
to them, but for the reſt of your viſit we muſt. 
beg leave to alter that method; for we do not 
© think it a proper example to our ſervants, to ſuf- 
fer any one in this houſe to be excluded from 
them; though as your coming was ſudden, and 
has been a lr only, as it were, from hour 
to hour, we at firſt did not think it neceſſary to 
require your preſence.” 


Tr, Ee” STIR ANUGRT 


> Y You may imagine we expreſſed ourſelves ob- 
1. Miiged by this frankneſs; and, for my own part, I 
gi glad of what appeared to me like being received 
Into a community of ſaints ; but was forced to wait 
Wor it till night, the devotion of the morning 
having been paid before breakfaſt, as was uſual in 
d bat family. 


Mrs. Maynard accompanied us that morning in- 
to the park, and having placed ourſelves on a green 
bank under an elm, by the ſide of the canal, I call- 
ed on her to perform her promiſe, and increaſe my 
acquaintance with the reſt of the ladies, by giving 

eme account of them. 8 8 


„I ſhall 


168 


I [ſhall not the leſs readily comply, ſhe anſwer. 
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ed, for being able to bring what I have to (ay 
of them into leſs compaſs, than I did my hiſtory 
of Mrs. Morgan and Miſs Mancel, of whom, 
when I begin to ſpeak, I always find it difficult 
to leave off, and am led by my fondneſs for the 
ſubject into a detail, perhaps too circumſtantial. 


Lady Mary Jones, by what I have already ſaid, 
you may have perceived muſt come next; 1 or- 
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ADY Mary was daughter to the Earl of 
Brumpton by his ſecond wife, who ſurvived 
the birth of her child but a faw hours. The 

arl died when his daughter was about ten years 

Id, and having before his ſecond marriage mort- - 
aged to its fall value all of his eſtate which was not 
ettled on a ſon born of firſt his lady, his daughter 

as left entirely deſtitute of proviſion. But as ſhe 

ras too young to be much affected with this cir- 
mſtance, ſo ſhe had little reaſon to regret it, 
jhen an increaſe of years might have awakened a 
mſibility. to that particular. Immediately on her 
ther's death ſhe was taken by her aunt Lady * 
heerneſs, who declared ſhe ſhould look upon — | 
ber own child, and indeed her indulgence ver 
ed the truth of her declaration. | 


Lady Sheerneſs was a widow has jointure con- 

Wir . and her lord at his deceaſe left her ſome 

bouſand Pounds in realy money. When he died * 
ſhe _ 
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ſhe was about twenty five years old, with a poo 
perſon, and infinite vivacity. An unbridled ima 
gination, ungovernable ſpirits, with a lively arc 
countenance, and a certain quaintneſs of expreſ 

„ ſion, gained her the reputation of being poſleſſe 
of a great deal of wit. Her lord, in the decline 


diſcer 
ſuch a 
gente 
had 
princi 
corru 


of life, had been captivated by her youthful charms} too ſe 
when ſhe was but ſixteen years old. His extreme opinic 


fondneſs for her, led him to indulge her vivacit} 28 th 


— — — — — = 
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in all its ſallies; and frequently while he was lai} thing 

up at home in the gout, her ladyſhip was the fineſſi more 

and gayeſt woman at every place. of public reſot forme 

Often, when the acuteneſs of his pains obliget ed wi 

him to ſeek relief from the ſoporific influence cation 
opium, ſhe collected half the town, 4nd thougf and a 

his reſt was diſturbed every moment by a ſucceſſioi ture | 

4 of impetuous raps at the door, he was never offend rouð⁰ 

ed on the contrary, he thought himſelf obligef ed he 

d 0o her for ſtaying at home, which ſne had aſſured} lies w. 
him was, * becauſe ſhe could 'not bear to g tion, 

| © abroad when he was ſo ill. This, as the greateſ them 

mark of | her tenderneſs he ever received, hg Natur: 

failed not to acknowledge with gratitude. Sti that e 

ſcarcely took more pleaſure in having a tri tim t 

of admirers, than his lordſhip felt from it; b pleaſu 

vanity was flattered in ſeeing his wife the obſeꝗ Was C: 

of admiration, and fancied himſelf much envieſ the lo. 

for ſo valuable a poſſeſſion. Her coquetry charnyj no one 

ed him, as the ſallies of that vivacity of whid trifling 

he was ſo fond. He had no tincture of jealou! inchns 

in his whole compoſition; and acknowledged, I rupted 


favours conferred on himſelf, the attentions pa. d 
to his wife. e ng 


Though Lord Slicerneſs's conduct may appel Ph. 
rather uncommon, yet it ſeemed the reſuſt of ſon 
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liſcernment, or at leaſt his __ diſpoſition was 
ſuch as juſtifies this opinion; ſhe had received a 
genteel education; no external accompliſhments 
had been neglected; but her underſtanding and 
principles were left to the imperfection of nature 
corrupted by cuſtom. Religion was . thought” 
too ſerious a thing for ſo young a ' perſon. The 
opinion of the world was always repreſented to her 
as. the true criterion by which to judge of every 
thing, and faſhion ſupplied the place of every 
more material conſideration. With a mind thus 
formed, ſhe entered the world at ſixteen, ſurround- 
ed with pomp and ſplendor, with every gratifi- 
cation at her- command, that an affluent fortune, 
and an indulgent huſband could beſtow : by na- 
ture inclined / to no vice, free from all dange- 
rous paſſions, the charm of innocence acompani- 
lige ed her vivacity ; undeſigning and artleſs, her fol- 
dure lies were originally the conſequences of her fitua- 
o gon, not conſtitutional, though habit engrafted 
eatelll them ſo ſtrongly, that at length they appeared 
1, bY natural to her. Surrounded with every ſnare 

of that. canentrapa youthful mind, ſhe became a vic- 
trail tim to diſſipation, and the love of faſhionable 

. b& pleaſures; deſtitute of any ſtable principles, ſhe 

was carried full fail down the ſtream of folly. In 
the love of coquetry and gaming, few equalled her 
no one could exceed her in the purſuit: of every 
trifling amuſement ; ſhe had neither leiſure nor 
inclination tO think, her life paſſed in an uninter- 
rupted ſucceſſion of engagements, without reflex i- 
on on the paſt, or conſideration on the future con- 
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Wuddrefſes of many gay men during the life of her 
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an early accquaintance with it. 
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lord ; but an attachment was too ſerious a thing for ng 
herz and while her giddineſs and perpetual diſſipa- Ml 
tion expoſed her to ſuſpicion, they preſerved her 3 
from the vice of which ſhe was ſuſpe&ed lic dai il 
ly paſſed through the ordeal trial; every ſtep ſhe ro 
took was dangerous, but ſhe came off unhurt. Her Ml © " 10 
reputation was indeed doubtful, but her rank and lad ( 
fortune, and the continual amuſements which her wy 4 
houſe yielded to her acquaintance, rendered her I cee 
generally careſſed. 7 V 1 
| . | „ 
Her lord's death made no alteration in her way "ox | 
of life; and as her mind was never fixed an hour 1 
on any ſubject, ſne thought not long enough of man, 
marriage, to prepare for that ſtate, and therefore by & 
continued a widow. She was upwards of forty 0 5 
years old, unchanged in any thing but her perſon, 1 ke 
when ſhe took lady Mary Jones, I will not ſay into 4 F 
ber care, for that word never entered into her voca- oy ay 
bulary, but into her houſe. Lady Mary had natu- * 
rally a very good underſtanding, and much vivacity, CE | 
the latter met with every thing that could aſſiſt in wal 


its increaſe in the company of Lady Sheerneſs, the IU - © 

other was never thought of : ſhe was initiated into 0 14 
every diverſion at an age, when other girls are con- he K 
fined to their nurſery. Her aunt was fond of her, Coy 


and therefore inclined to indulgence, beſides ſhe * g 
thought the knowledge of the world which in her 1558 


opinion was the moſt eſſential qualification for a 
woman of faſhion, was no way to be learnt, but by 


- 


Lady Mary's age and vivacity rendered this ee: 
trine extremely agreeable ; ſhe was pretty, and det) 
lively and entertaining in her converſation,” there- 


fore at fifteen years of age ſhe became the .. molt” Mr 


careſſed ll © 
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careſſed perſon in every company. She entered 
into all the faſhionable taſtes, was coquettiſh and 
extravagant; for Lady Sheerneſs very liberally tur- 
niſned her with money, and felt a ſort of pride in 
having a niece diſtinguiſhed by the fineneſs of her 
© Wl dreſs, and her profuſion. in every expence, as it was 
1d well known to have no other ſource, but in her 
Ladyſhip's generofity. Though Lady Mary re- 


TW ceived much adulation, and was the obſect of gene- 
er ral courtſhip, yet the had no ſerious love made to 

her, till ſhe was between ſixteen. and ſeventeen, 
ar ben ſhe accompanied her aunt to Scarborough: 
* ſhe was there very aſſiduouſſy followed by a gentle- 


of man, reputed of a large fortune in Wales. He was 
gay and well-bred, his perſon moderately agree- 
able, his underſtanding ſpecious, and his manner 
inſinuating. There, was nothing very engaging 
in the man, except the appearance of a very ten- 
der attachment. She had before found great plea- 
ſure in being admired: but her vanity was ſtill 
more flattered in being loved: ſhe knew her- 
in belf capable of amuſing; but till now had never 
the ! been able to give either pleaſure or pain, accord- 
to ing to her ſovereign decree, She grew partial 
to Mr. Lenman (that was the name of. her lover) 
her. becauſe he raiſed her conſequence in her own 
the eyes: ſhe played off a thouſand airs of coquetry, 
her which ſhe had never yet had an opportunity to 
exerciſe for want of a real lover. Sometimes ſhe 
would elate him by encouragement ; at others, 
ireezg him into deſpair by her ded coldneſs: 
he s never two hours the ſame, becauſe ſhe 
delighted in ſeeing the variety of paſſions ſhe could 


excite. 


Me. Lenman was certainly ſufficiently torment- 


* 
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Þ mented ; but ſo great a proficiency in coquet tune WAS 
E © ſo early an age, was no e by why he 
. hopes. There are no people ſo often the dupes of ed by he 

their own arts as coquets; eſpecially when the in thoſe 


become ſo very early in life; therefore, inſtead the obje 
of being damped in his purſuit, he adapted his be- au. 
haviour to her foible, vanity, and by aſſuming an as 
| air of indifference could, when he pleaſed, put M © A 
| | an end to her affected reſerve; 0 # he was not M22 Ar N 


re 


ſo unpolite a lover, as quite to deny her the grati- mt at 

- fication ſhe expected from her little arts. He wo ſho 
found means, however, to command her attenti- gined it 

on, by the very ſerious propoſal of matrimony, ſent to! 

She had no great inclination for the ſtate, but the Wan! 
novelty pleaſed her. The pleaſure ſhe received rio 

| from his addreſſes ſhe miſtook for love, and imagin- J fears off 
I ed herſelf deeply enamoured, when ſhe. was in re- her the. 
1 ality only extremely fluttered ;. the common error filled h 
of her age. In the company ſhe” had kept, matri- loſing 6 

mony appeared in no very formidable light; ſhe did ; reed 

not ſee that it abridged a woman of any of the li- offen 

| berties ſhe already enjoyed; it only afforded her an ber d 
opportunity of chuſing her own diverſions ; whereas ber! 

her taſte in thoſe points, ſometimes differed from þ plain 

her aunt's;. to whom, however, ſhe was obliged * difple 

to ſubmit. Thus prepoſſeſſed, both in favour of med) 

her lover and his propoſal, ſhe liſtened to him with . 

more attention than ſhe choſe he ſhould perceive; coule 

but he was too welt acquainted with the pretty 


* 
Berwick WY 7 
upon Tweed. | "ts vas f 
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Lady Mary could not ſee! as Mr: Lenman's fot: I ore 


's tune 
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une was conſiderable, and her's entirely precarious, 
why he was ſo apprehenſive of not being accept- 
ed by her aunt, but there was ſomething ſpirited 
in thoſe northern journies, that had always been 
the objects of her envy. ' An adventure was the ſu- 
preme pleaſure of life, and theſe pretty flights gave 
marriage all the charms of romance. To be forced 
tofly into another kingdom to be married, gave her 
an air of conſequence ; vulgar people might tie the 
knot at every pariſh-church, but people of diſtinc- 
tion ſhould do every thing with an eclat. She ima- 
gined it very probable, that her aunt would con- 
ſent to her union with Mr. Lenman; for, though 
he was not equal to her in birth, yet he was her 
ſuperior in fortune; but yet ſhe looked upon his 
fears of a refuſal as meritorious, ſince he aſſured 
her they aroſe from his extreme affection, which 
filled him with terrors, on the leaſt: proſpe& of 
loſing her. Should Lady Sheerneſs, he urged, 
reject his propoſal, ſhe might then be extremely 
* offended with their marrying, after they knew 
her diſapprobation; but if they did it without 
her knowledge, ſhe would not have room to com 


plain of ;downright diſobedience, and if it was 


* diſpleaſing to her, yet being done, and paſt re- 
* medy, ſhe would be inclined to make the beſt of 
what was unavoidable, and forgive what ſhe 
could not prevent.” 53 


Theſe arguments were ſufficiently ſolid for a 
girl of ſixteen, who never, thought before, 
and could ſcarcely be ſaid to ſo, then. La- 
dy Mary complied with his plan, and the day 
was fixed when they were to take this lively 
ſtep; their ſeveral ſtages ſettled, and many 
more arts and contrivances to avoid diſcove- 
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ry concerted, than they were likely to haare 


any occaſion for; but in that variety of It ©"? 
tle ſchemes, and romantic expedients, her ſent of 
chief pleaſure in this intended marriage conſiſt- But the 
ell. how ſuc 
| . having 
The day beſore that on which Lady Mary and lomebo 
Her lover were to ſet out for Scotland, ſhe was air- By all! 
ing with Lady Sheerneſs, when one of the horſes the onl 
taking fright, they were overturned down a very ler ? 

| Rteep declivity. Lady Sheerneſs was but ve aber, 
little hurt, but Lady Mary was extremely { clinat 
bruiſed ; one ſide of her face received a blow, queſtior 
Which ſwelled it ſo violently, that her eye was dhed. 
quite cloſed, and her body was all over contuſ:- Bofo 


cern, and rather pleaſed herſelf with thinking 


rit, in undertaking a long journey, ſo ſoon 


ons. She was taken up ſenſeleſs, entirely ſtunned 
by the ſhock. As ſoon as ſhe was carried home 
the was put to bed; a fever enſued, and ſhe 
lay a fortnight in a deplorable condition, though 
her life was not thought to be in danger. Her 
pain, for the greateſt part of that time, was too 
acute to ſuffer her to reflect much on the different 
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manner in which ſhe had intended to employ that which 
period; and when her mind became more at li- 
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berty, her diſappointment did not ſit heavy on 
her ſpirits; for as her heart was not really touch- 


ed, ſhe conſidered the delay which this ill-timed 
accident had occaſioned without any great con- 


that ſhe ſhould give an uncommon proof of ſpi- 


after ſhe was recovered, from a very evident 
proof, that travelling is not free from danger. As 
ſhe had during this confinement, more time to think 7 
than all her life had yet afforded her, a doubt dure 
would ſometimes occur, whether ſhe did right in ung 

entering] en 
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entering into ſuch an engagement without the con- 
her ent of her aunt, to whom ſhe was much obliged. 
But theſe ſcruples ſoon vaniſhed, and ſhe wondered 
how ſuch odd notions came into her head, never 
having heard the word duty uſed, but to ridicule 
ſome body who made it the rule of their conduct. 
By all ſhe had been able to obſerve, pleaſure was 
the only aim of perſons of genius, whoſe thoughts 
never wandered but from one amuſement to an- 
other, and, why ſhould not ſhe be guided by in- 
clination as well as other people ?? That one 
queſtion decided the point, and all doubts were ba- 
niſhed. 


Before the blackneſs which ſucceeded the ſwel- 
lng was worn off her face, and conſequently be- 
fore ſhe could appear abroad, a young Lady of 
ber acquaintance, who, out of charity, relin- 
quiſhed the diverſions of the place, to fit an af- 
kernoon with Lady Mary, told her, as a whim- 
ical piece of news ſhe had juſt heard (and to tell 
which was the real motive for her kind viſit, 
J laving long felt a ſecret envy of Lady Mary) 
that, her lover, Mr. Lenman, had been mar- 


J ON 0 

ach- tried ſome years, to a young lady of ſmall for- 

medi tune, whom he treated on that account with ſo 
MF little ceremony, that for a conſiderable time he 


did not own his marriage, and fince he acknow- 
ledged it, had kept her conſtantly at his houſe in 
Wales.“ | | 


This was indeed news of conſequence to Lady 
Mary, but ſhe was little inclined to believe it, and 
nquired what proof there was of this fact. The 
Jung lady replied, that © ſhe had it from a rela- 
tion of her”s lately arrived at Scarborough, who 

== © having 


f | | 
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1 error. She was frighted to think 10 45 
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While her mind was filled with theſe impreſſi- 
ons, the nurſe, who had attended her in her ſick- 
neſs, and was not yet diſmiſſed, entered the room, 
crying with joy, and told her, © that ſhe had 
* juſt received the news of the ſhip's being loſt 
© wherein her ſon was to have embarked, had 
© he not been ſeized with a fit of fickneſs two 
days before it ſet ſail, which made it impoſſi- 
* ble for him to go on board.“ The poor wo- 
man was profuſe in her acknowledgments for 
God's great mercy, who had by this means 
abi prevented the deſtruction of her dear child; to 
be ſure, added ſhe, I ſhall never again repine 
* at My thing that happens to me. How vexed 
* I was at this diſappointment, and thought my- 


© becauſe my ſon miſſed of ſuch a good as 
© as he N have had in this ſhip 15 9 7 
„„ © finually fretting about it, and fancied that fo 
bad a ſetting out, was a ſign the poor boy 
would be unlucky all his life. How diffe- 
rent things turn out from what we expect! 
Had not this misfortune, as I thought it, hap- 
© pened, he would now have been at the bottom 
of the ſea, and my poor heart would have 
been broken. Well, to be ſure God is very 
* kind! I hope my boy will always be thankful 
* for this providence, and love the lord who -has 
* thus preſerved him.” 2 


This poor woman ſpoke a new language to Lady 
Mary. She knew, indeed, that God had made the 
world, and had ſent her into it, but ſhe had never 
thought of his taking any farther care about her. 
She had heard, that he had forbidden murder, and 
| | | | ſtealing, 


© ſelf the moſt unfortunate creature in the world, 


—_ 
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ſtealing, and adultery, and that, after death, he 
would judge people fs thoſe crimes, and theſe ſhe 
ſuppoſed was the utmoſt extent of his attention. 
But the joy ſhe felt for her own deliverance, from 
a misfortune into which ſhe was ſo near involving 
herſelf, and the reſemblance there was in the means 
of her preſervation, to that for which her nurſe was 
ſo thankful, communicated to her ſome of the 
ſame ſenſations, and ſhe felt a gratitude to him 
who, ſhe imagined, might poſſibly be more care- 
ful over his creatures than the had ever yet ſup- 
poſed. | 


Theſe impreſſions, though pretty ſtrong at the 
time, wore off after ſhe got abroad. ew- 
al of the ſame diſſipation ſcattered them with 


e every other ſerious thought; and ſhe again enter- 


ed into the hurry of every trifling amuſement. 
Mr. Lenman, as ſoon as he found that his mar- 
riage was become public, deſpairing of the ſuc- 
ceſs of his ſcheme, left the place before Lady 
Mary was out of her confinement, afraid of meet- 
ing the reproachful glances of a woman, whom he 
deſigned to injure; and whoſe innocence, notwith- 
ſtanding her levity, gave her dignity in the eyes of 
a man, who had really conceived an ardent paſſi- 
on for her. | 


Lady Sheerneſs and her-niece ſtaid but a ſhort 
time at Scarborough after the latter was perfectly 
recovered, the ſeaſon being over. They returned 

to London, and all the gaiety it affords and 
though the town was at that time not full, yet they 
had ſo 3 an acquaintance, and Lady Sheer- 
neſs rendered her houſe fo agreeable, that ſhe ne- 
ver wanted company. Every ſeaſon has its different 
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muſements, and theſe ladies had an equal taſte for 


e 

e Wl every thing that bore the name of diverſion, It 
„Js true, they were not always entertained ; but 
n Wl they always expected to be ſo, and promiſed 


ſure, they had diſſipation, and were in too continu- 
al a hurry to have time to aſk themſelves whether 
they were amuſed if they ſaw others were ſo, 
they imagined themſelves muſt be equally en- 
tertained; or if the dullneſs of the place was 
too great to be overlooked, they charged it on 
their own want of ſpirits, and complained of a 
ne languor, which rendered them incapable of re- 
- eeiving pleaſure. 


- Lady Mary fortunately had had no confident in 
it, her deſign of running away with Mr. Lenman, 


r- Wand the part he had acted was ſo diſhonourable, 1 


c- Je could not wiſh to publiſh it; her impru- 
dy {dence was therefore known only to herſelf; and 
et- Ihe fear of diſobliging her aunt, by letting her 


he intended diſobedience reach her ears, induced her 


h- Ft conceal it; otherwiſe, moſt probably in ſome 
of Nanguarded hour, ſhe would have amuſed her ac- 
li- Nauaintance with the relation, embelliſhed with 
whatever circumſtances would have rendered it 
muſing; for the love of being entertaining, and 
he vanity of being liſtened to with eagerneſs, will 


tly Pead people of ungoverned vivacity to expoſe their 
ed reteſt failings. 3 * | 
nd 3 TY 250 | 81 

ey Lady Mary's levity encouraged her admirers to 


onceive hopes, which her real innagence ſhould 


man- 


themſelves amends the following day, for the diſ- 
appointment of the preſent. If they failed of plea- 


ave repreſſed. Among this number was lord 


lobert St. George. He was both in perſon and 


| 
F 
t 
1 
A 
1 
: 
| 
I 


, 
1 OOO OT—_ 
* > * ” 
LY 


182 Tae HISTORY or 
manner extremely pleaſing ; but what was a ſtrong 


ain Of 
er charm to a young woman of Lady Mary's 1 15 ul 
turn of mind, he was a very faſhionable man, donc 
much careſſed by the ladies, and ſuppoſed to have alked 
been ſucceſsful in his addreſſes to many. This i; theſe y 
always a great recommendation to the gay and gid Feet 
dy; and a circumſtance which ſhould make a man include 
ſhunned by every woman of virtue, ſecures hi theſe | 
'a favourable reception from the moſt faſhionable "IU 
part of our ſex. his hoj 
. { 
Lady Mary would have accuſed herſelf of want 45 8 
of taſte, had ſnè not liked a man, whom 1o mani with h 
others had loved: She ſaw his attachment to her in In this 
the light of a triumph over ſeveral of her acquain U bs 
tance; and when a man raiſes a woman in her ow "FRG? 
eſteem, it is ſeldom long before he gains a conſider 
able ſhare of it for himſelf. Vanity repreſented He \ 
'Lord Robert as a conqueſt of ES a hom 
his qualifications rendered him a"very pleaſin poſitio 
dangler. Lady Mary liked him as well as her litt had be 
leiſure to attend to one perſon would permit nt in 
She felt that pleaſure on his approach, that pal "IEG 
at his departure, that ſollicitude for his preſence the g 
and that jealouſy at the civilities he paid an glad t 
other woman, which girls look upon as th which 
ſymptoms of a violent paſſion, whereas if tha This | 
were to examine their hearts very nicely the "ei 
would find, that only a ſmall part of it proceeds compa; 
from love. | 1 trouble 


| Lord Robert was too well ſkilled in theſe mi de v 
ters, to remain ignorant of the impreſſion he is 
made; and if he had been leſs quick-ſighted, chef bre 
quent intelligence he received of it, would not ba 


ſuffe red him long to remain in ignorance. Lady M | This 


N 
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vain of her conqueſt, and proud of being in love, 
35 is uſual at her age, let every intimate into her 
confidence, and by mutual communication they - 
talked a moderate liking info a paſſion. Each of 
theſe young ladies were as ready to tell their friend's 
ſecrets as their own, till the circle of that confidence 
included all their acquaintance. From many of 
theſe Lord Robert heard of Lady Mary's great at- 
tachment to him, which ſerved not a little to flatter 
his hopes. He imagined he ſhould meet with an 
eaſy conqueſt of a giddy, thoughtleſs girl, entirely 
void of all fixed principles, and violently in love 
with him ; for his vanity exaggerated her paſſion. 
In this perſuaſion he ſuppoſed nothing was wanting 


to his ſucceſs but opportunity, for which he took 
care not to wait long. 


| He was intimately acquainted with an old lady, 
whom he often met at Lady Sheerneſs's, whoſe diſ- 
poſition he knew well fuited to his purpoſe; ſhe 
had before proved convenient to him and others; 
not indeed by unrewarded aſſiſtance; for as her 
fortune was too ſmall to ſupply the expences of 
the genteel way of life ſhe aimed at, ſhe was 
glad to have that deficiency made up by preſents, 
which ſhe was therefore very aſſiduous to deſerve. 
This lady. as ſhe was a woman of faſhion, and 
lived in figure, was politely received in all ga 
companies, who were not diſpoſed to take the 
trouble of examining ſcrupulouſly into her cha- 
rater. She had one material recommendation; 
ſhe played high at cards, and omitted nothing 
to make her houſe agreeable; and few were 
more crouded. 


Ma” This Lady had often been viſited by Lady 
_:::-* | Sheerneſs 


* 
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Sheerneſs and her niece, though generally at the 
ſa me time with the multitude; but one day, when 
ſhe knew the former was confined at home by in- 
diſpoſition, ſhe invited Lady Mary, whoſe aunt' 
complaiſance would not ſuffer her to refuſe the in- 
vitation on her account. 


Lord Robert was there, and as it was only a private 
party, there was no card-tables but in the outward 
room. 'The miſtreſs of the houſe drew Lady Mary 
into the inner, on pretence of having ſomething 
particular to ſay to her; Lord Robert ſoon fol- 
lowed. The converſation grew lively between him 
and Lady Mary; and when the convenient gen- 
tlewoman ſaw them thoroughly engaged and ani- 
mated in diſcourſe, ſhe quietly withdrew, re- 
turning to the company, whoſe attention was 
too much fixed on the cards, to perceive that any 
one was miſſing; and to keep their thoughts more 
entirely engroſſed, ſhe betted with great ſpirit at 
every table. 


Lady Mary did not perceive ſhe was left alone 
with 5 Robert, till the growing freedom of his 
addreſs made her obſerve it; but as prudence was 
not one of her virtues, ſhe was not at all diſcon- 
certed with this tete a tete; nor did it leſſen her 
. viyacity. Lord Robert, encouraged by her ea- 
ſineſs on the occaſion, declared himſelf ſo plain- 
ly, that ſhe was no longer able to blind herſelf 
to his views, and with ſurprize found ſeduction 
was his aim, if that word may be uſed for a 
man's deſigns againſt the honour. of a woman 
who ſeems ſo careleſs of it. Her heart Was 
34 entirely innocent of vice, and ſhe - could 
not inggsipe how his lordſhip could conceive it 
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poſſible to ſucceed with her in intentions of that 
ſort. She had always thought ſuch imprudence in 
à woman a very great folly, for in a graver light 
ſhe had never beheld it, and ſhewed herſelf offend- 
ed at his ſuppoſing her capable of ſuch a weakneſs ; 
but without that honeſt indignation which a woman 


would have felt, who had acted on better princi- 
ples. | 


Lord Robert was not much diſcouraged ; a wo- 
man is under great diſadvantage, when her lover 
knows himſelf to be ſo much beloved, that ſhe dare 
not let her anger continue long, for fear of loſing 
him for ever. He was well convinced, that meer 
worldly prudence could not make a laſting re- 
ſiſtance againſt a ſtrong paſſion, and ſuch. he 
flattered himſelf her's was. He therefore ventured 
to reſume the ſubject ; but his perſeverance encreaſ- 
ed Lady Mary's ſurprize, and - ſhe began to think 

herſelf affronted. Her partiality pleaded in his fa- 
vour ſome time; but at length ſhe thought it 
neceſſary to retire, notwithſtanding his utmoſt 
endeavours to detain her. As ſhe left him, ſhe 
1 deſired him to learn to believe better of her 

underſtanding: ſhe perceived it no otherwiſe 
an inſult; her education had deprived her, 
that delicacy, which ſhould have made her” gl 
2 ſevere mortification at the little ſhare ſſi HA 
in the good opinion of a man ſhe loved on 
lf the contrary, ſhe eſteemed the affront, ſhe had 

received a proof of his affection. She had often 


on indeed heard the name of virtue, but by the 
bi be ſhe had known made of the word, it ap- 


peared to her to have no other ſignification than 
prudence. She was not at all ſhocked with Lord 
Robert's conduct; but reſolved not to concur in his 

a views, 


. 
5 
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views, becauſe ſhe had no inclination to do fo, that 


viou 

overbalanced her very moderate degree of prudence, 1 

On this account ſhe determined to avoid being again | dug 

alone with him. th hit 

: eat ma 

Lady Mary's natural ſenſe gave rife to ſome ¶ bention 

doubts, whether the very open profeſſions of gal- iny of 

lantry, which Lord Robert had made to her were les as 
common ; ſhe had been frequently addreſſed with bd by 
freedom, but his behaviour ſeemed more than com- Mons at 

monly preſuming. In order to find what others tent x 

would think of it; ſhe often turned the converſation W,.1 live 

to thoſe ſorts of ſubjects, and was a good deal ſtart- Niectior 

led one day by a lively, but amiable and modeſt birits, | 

young lady, who ſaid, ſhe believed no man that wa o..oq 

not an abſolute fool, or at the time intoxicated, ſt : {þ 

| ever inſulted a woman with improper behaviour or Wy with 
9 diſcourſe; if he had not from ſome improprieij trence, 
1 in her conduct ſeen reaſon to imagine it would not wor 
be ill received; and I am ſure added ſhe, © If ſuch iy. 8 
© a thing was ever to befal me, it would convert riety 

© me into a ſtarched prude, for fear that hereatter Pee 

; innocent vivacity might be miſtaken for vicious, rec 
b © levity: I ſhould take myſelf very ſeverely to taſk; to re 
-. convinced the offence was grounded on my con-M,.. lauf 

4 duct; for I am well perſuaded there is ſomething... c..;. 


© fo reſpectable in virtue, that no man will dare to vity, ſh 
© inſult it, except when a great diſparity in cit Hints th 
Þ © cumſtances, encourages an abandoned wiretch 


„to take advantage of the neceſſity of the indi} Th. 
r | 3 . yours te 
Joy er leſ 


Lady Mary was greatly aſſected by this ſent 
ment x, ſhe began to reflect on her own behaviour. 
and could not but ſee, that Lord Robert might 
without any great danger of offending, * , 
. vou 
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hat W4aviour he had been guilty of; ſince in effeQ ſhe 
bd not conceived, much anger againſt him, and 
an tough ſhe had hitherto avoided being again alone 
nth him, yet ſhe had not ſhewn any very 
geat marks of diſpleaſure. She now watched with 
tention the conduct of other young ladies 
hany of them ſeemed” to act on the ſame prin- 
ples as | herſelf ; but ſhe obſerved that ſhe who 
pd by her declaration, firſt raiſed in her ſuſpi- 
tons about her own behaviour, had a very dif- 
rent manner from her's. She was indeed 
Ind lively; but her vivacity ſeemed under the 
at-Wirection of modeſty. In her greateſt flow of 
deft pirits, ſhe hazarded no improper expreſſion, nor 
bfered others to do fo without a manifeſt diſ- 
ruſt ; ſhe faw ) that the gentlemen who converſ- 
. or with her, preſerved an air of reſpect and de- 
krence, which they laid aſide when they addrei- 
x women, whoſe vivacity degenerated into le- 
ſuch ity. She now began to perceive: ſome impro- 
piety in her own behaviour, and endeavoured 
o correct it; but nothinggs more difficult than 
ſo recover a dignity once Toft. When ſhe attempt- 
talk, ed to reſtrain her gaiety within proper bounds, the 
"Wvas laughed at for her affeQation : if, when the con- 
erſation was improper, ſhe aſſumed an air of gra- 
nity, ſhe was accuſed of the vapours, or received 
hints that ſhe was out of humour, ale ty 


"Theſe were great diſcouragements in her endea- 

yours to correct the errors of her conduct, but gave 
less pain than the difficulties ſhe was under 
ent our Lord Robert St. George. He ſtill continued 


our addreſs her with a freedom of manners which ſhe 
185 dw perceived wag inſulting; ſhe wanted to diſcou- 


Wize his inſolence, but feared giving a total offence 
_ 8 to 


The dilemma ſhe was in really abated the yi 
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to a man who had too great a ſhare of her affec 


tions ; ſhe was apprehenſive, that if ſhe quit mow 
deprived him of his hopes, ſhe ſhould entire] You w 


loſe him, and he would attach himſelf to ſom 


other woman. This ſituation was dangerous, an 
Lord Robert knew the power he had over het 
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vacity ſhe wiſhed to reſtrain, but it was immediate 

8 to the anxiety of a love- ſick mind, an 

e was expoſed to continual raillery on th: 

ſubject. Her lover ſecretly triumphed, flatterin 

22 that her paſſion was now combating © 
e. 2 


In this ſituation ſhe was unable to determine wha 
pau: to act, and all her intimates were too muc 
tke herſelf, to be capable of adviſing her. Th 
diſtreſſed, ſhe reſolved to cultivate the acquaintanc 
of the young lady who had opened her eyes to he 
own conduct, and try what relief ſhe could obtai 
from her advice. This was eaſily effected; Lad 
Mary was too amiable, not to have any advance 
ſhe made anſwered with pleaſure. An intimac 
ſoon enſued. | 


Lady Mary communicated to her new friend ai 
the difficulties of her ſituation, and confeſſed to he 
the true ſtate of her heart. Tliat young lady w: 
not void of compaſſion for her uneaſineſs; but tol 
her, that, while ſhe was encouraging Lord Rc 
© bert's paſſion, ſhe was loſing his eſteem, whict 
© alone was worth preſerving. I allow, ſaid ſhe 
© that by depriving him of his hopes, you may pu 
< an end to his addreſſes; but conſider, my det 
© Lady Mary, what ſatisfaction they can afford yor 
© if they are only the reſult of a fondneſs for you 
N 2 | | « perſon 


— 


minal | 
not de 
having 
him to 
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perſon, which would loſe all its charms for him, 
s ſoon as it became familiarized by poſſeſſion. 
You would then at once find yourſelf both ne- 
glected and deſpiſed by the man, for whoſe ſake 
you had rendered yourſelf truly deſpicable. I 
know you are incapable of an action that would at 
the ſame time rid you of his eſteem, and of the 
more valuable conſciouſneſs. of knowing your- 
ſelf to be truly eſtimable. I am not of the 
opinion of thoſe, who think chaſtity the only 
virtue of conſequence to our ſex; but it is 
certainly ſo very eſſential to us, that ſhe who 
violates it, ſeldom preſerves any other. And 
how ſhould ſhe? for if there are others as 
great, greater there cannot be, there is none 
ſo neceſſary. But herein I know you are of my 
opinion; I only therefore intreat you to ſhew 
Lord Robert that you are fo; do not let him miſ- 
take your real ſentiments ; nor in order to pre- 
ſerve his love, if cuſtom will oblige me to call his 
paſhon by that name, leave him reaſon to flatter 
himſelf that you will fall a victim to his arts, and 
your own weakneſs. 


* Conſider with yourſelf, continued ſhe, which 
is moſt deſirable, his eſteem or his courtſhip? if 
you really love him, you can make no compari- 
ſon between them; he ſurely there cannot be a 
greater ſuffering than to ſtand low in the opinion 
of any perſon who has a great ſhare of our affecti- 
ons. If he neglects you, on finding that his cri- 
minal deſigns cannot ſucceed, he certainly « 
not deſerve your love, and* the conſciouſneſs of 
having raiſed yourſelf in his opinion, and forced 
bim to eſteem you, together with the pleaſure of 
8 © refleing 
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* refleQing that you have acted as you ought, w 


. : mind l 
© afford you conſolation.” 


but her 
wured to 
by the ef 
after wer 


o Londe 


Theſe arguments had due weight with Ly 
Mary; ſhe determined to follow her friend's : 
vice, and ſubmit to the conſequences. Lady Shee 
neſs had company that evening, and among 
reſt Lord Robert. He was, as uſual, aſſiduous 


Lord! 
his addreſſes to Lady Mary, who withdrawing to dom as 
little diſtance from the company, told him, h miſſiot 
© ſhe had too long ſuffered his lordſhip to contin ame ſet 
© a courtſhip, which he had plainly acknowledgMchert « 
* was made with ſuch views, as gave her great t ¶ ution 1 
© ſon to blame herſelf, for ever having liſtened others n 
it. She acknowledged, that the levity of He cont 
conduct had been ſuch, as leſſened her rip many ſe 
© toreproach him. Encouraged by her errors, a vith he! 
.* preſyming perhaps on a ſuppoſition, that he viſhþated v 
not unpleaſing to her, he had ventured to i vithſtan 
ſult her in a flagrant manner; but without cof i rbear 
p plaining of what was paſt, ſne thought herſq duct de 
© obliged to tell him his purſuit was in vai contradi 
© that the errors in her conduct were the faii; beh: 
* of education; nor might ſhe ſo ſoon have beſſ though 
£ convinced of them, if his behaviour had he very 
© awakened her to a ſenſe of ſome improprieſiþtainec 
c in her own conduct, which, conſcious of the 
© nocence of her intentions, ſhe had never ſuſpeY whe 
© ed: ſhe then told him, that if he did not entire Lady S] 
* deſift from all addreſſes to her, ſhe ſhould Fcyrable 
© obliged to acquaint her aunt with his behaviomind. 
who could not ſuffer ſuch an inſult on her niq cards ar 
© to paſs unreſented. 135 ouſly as 
as int 
As ſoon as ſhe had thus explained herſelf. to Lbut he 
Robert, ſhe mingled with the croud, though Wilſhoreeab 


a m 


Lady Mary JONES. 191 
mind little inclined to join in their converſation; 
tut her young friend was there, and endea- + 
wured to — her ſpirits, which were overcome 
by the effort ſhe had made. This young lady ſoon 
ter went into the country, and returned no more 


o London. 


— 


Lord Robert was ſo diſconcerted, that he left the 
rom as ſoon as Lady Mary had thus given him his 
liſmifſion. As their acquaintance lay much in the 
ame ſet, they Gm ſaw each other. Lord 
Robert endeavoured to conquer Lady Mary's reſo- 
lution, by ſometimes exciting her jealouſy, and at 
others making her the object of his addreſſes ; but 
ſhe continued ſteady in her conduct, though with 
many ſecret pangs. He began at laſt to converſe 
with her with greater eaſe to himſelf, as his paſſion 
abated when no longer nouriſhed by hope; and not- 
withſtanding a remainder of pique, he could not 
brbear treating her with a reſpe& which her con- 
duct deſerved ; for he plainly ſaw ſhe had aQted in 
contradiction to her own heart. This alteration in 
his behaviour afforded her great ſatisfaction; and 
though her love was not extinguiſhed, it ceaſed to 
be very painful, when ſhe was perſuaded ſhe had 
obtained ſome ſhare of his eſteem. © 


ip When Lady Mary was in her twentieth year, 

Lady Sheerneſs was ized with a lingering, but in- 
curable diſorder. Tt made little alteration in her 
"mind. In this melancholy ſituation ſhe applied to 
uc cards and company to keep up her ſpirits, as aſſidu- 
ouſly as ſhe had done during her better health. She 
vas incapable indeed of going ſo much abroad, 
but her acquaintance, who ſtill found her houſe 
wreeable, applauded their charity in attendingher 


* 
* 
At 


moment's time for reflection. 


thought of that which was to come. Her acquaintance 


ſleep by laudanum; and from the time ſhe roſe 


was buoyed up with ſucceſſive hopes of e L 
relief. 


the evening, when 
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at home. Cards even employed the morning, fot 
fear. any intermiſſion of viſitors ſhould: leave her 


In. this manner ſhe 
paſſed the ſhort remainder of her life, without one 


for I cannot call them as they did themſelves, friends 
were particularly careful to avoid every ſubje& tha 
might remind her of death. At night ſhe procure 


ſhe took care not to have leiſure to think; even a 
meals ſhe conſtantly engaged company, leſt het 
niece's converſation ſhould not prove ſufficient te 
diſſipate her thoughts. Every quack who propoſec 
curing what was incurable was applied to, and ſhe 


She grew at laſt fo 3 that unable even to per 
form her part at the card- table, Lady Mary was 
obliged t6. deal, hold her cards, and ſort them fe 
her, while ſhe could juſt take them out one by one 
and drop them on the table. Whiſt and quadrille 
became too laborious to her weakened intelleQs 
but loo ſupplied their places, and continued he 


, — to the laſt, as reaſon or memory were 


not neceſſary qualifications to play at it. 


Her acquaintance. ſhe found at length begin t 
abſent themſelves, but ſhe re-animated their chari 


ty, by making frequent entertainments for them 


and was reduced to 


A* genteel ſuppers to enliven 
e herſelf was obliged to retire 


to her bed. Though it was for a conſiderable time 


was no damp to the ſpirits of any of the company fro 


which ſhe had act except to. Lady Mary 
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doubtful whether ſhe ſhould live till morning, i; 
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who, with an aching heart, was obliged to pre- 
fide every evening at the table; and to ſhare _ 
their unfeeling mirth, "ow two or three weng ; 
in the eee nn 15 116 ; 


ohe was greatly afflicted with the ti of her 
zunt's approaching death, whoſe indulgence to her, 
however blameable, had made a deep impreſſion 
on her heart; as this gave a more ſerious turn to her 
mind, ſhe could not ſee Lady Sheerneſs's great in- 
ſenſibility to what muſt happen after death without 
much concern. The great care that was taken to 
ell cob her of leiſure to refle& on matters of ſuch high 
importance ſhocked her extremely; and ſne was 
ung diſguſted with the behaviour of thoſe ſhe ealled her 
friends, who ſhe plainly perceived would have fall- | 
en into à total neglect of her, had ſhe not found 
bel I means to render her houſe more amuling to them, 
Wal man any into which” they could enter.” She now 
aw that friendſhip exiſted not without eſteem; and 
oneg that pleaſurable connections would brews at the time 
ruin * were WE wantde. d * 5 1 
es $i rk £1 130 
he This courſe of life continu; "ill one evan 
were Lady Sheerneſs was ſeized with a fainting fit at the” 5 

card-table z and being carried to her bed; in half 

in hour departed to a world of which ſhe had ne- 
n tag ver thought, and for which ſhe Was el un- 
3 | % 


As Lady Mary was not able to return to the 


company, Py in r N not in ns, re- 
0 lired. 9% GORE 1 5 3 ˙·. 0 
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\-Hoving long pee this cem, ber high x was 
7 greater than her ſurprize. She ſent oy the gentle- 
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man who ſhe knew was her aunt's executor, tha 
8 her will might be opened, and neceſſary direction 
; LE vs for-the bean Lady Mary had no doubt « 
fſlucceeding to an eaſy fortune, and hen the will 
Was read it confirmed her in that ſuppoſition, by 
_ - appointing her ſole heireſs. But the executor told 
her he feared ſhe would find no-inheritance. The 
will was made on her firſt coming to Lady Sheer 
neſs, when there were ſome remains of the mone 
her wy 3 had left her; but he was well convinced 
it had ſince been not only intirely er but 
conſiderable debts ee. | 


This account was ſoon proved true, by the 
mands of numerous creditors. © Lady Mary gave ur 
all her aunt's effects, which fell hart, the debts 
and remained herſelf in the ſame deſtitute condition 
from which Lady Sheerneſs had reſcued her. This 
was à very aro ſhack ; ſhe had feen ſufficient 
proof of the little real friendſhip to be found in ſue 
. faſhionable connexions as ſhe had been engaged in 
to know that ſhe had nothing to hope from an 
of her acquaintance. Her father had been a 
variance with moſt of his relations, and Lady - 
Sheerneſs had kept up the quarrel. She had: 
therefbre little expectation of aſſiſtance from them 
in: the only wiſh fe could form, which was tc 
obtain a penſion from the government, where 
to her rank ſeemed to entitle her. She ſaw nc 
reſource but in the pride of ſome inſolent woman 
who would like 4$'bave-a- perſon of her | qualit 
dependant on her; a proſpect far worſe. than death 
Or poſſibly, good nature might procure her a re 
ception among ſome of her acquaintance but a 
ſhe had nothing even to anſwer her perſonal expe 
ces, how ſoon would * grow weary of ſo charge 
able a viſitor? 
While 


—— 
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While ſhe was oppreſſed with theſe reſlections, and 
{nothing before her eyes but the gloomy * 4 5 
extreme diſtreſs, ſhe received a meſſage from 

dy Brumpton, who waited. in her equipage at 
door, deſiring to be admitted to ſee her, for - 
jy Mary had: given a general order to be denied, 
ing; unfit to ſee company, and unwilling to be 

oled to the inſulting; condolence of many, whoſe 
at the ſplendor in which ſhe had lived, and 
mort than common regard that had uſually been 
wo her; would have come ſ meerly to enjoy 
triumph they felt on her pre ent humiliation. 


ej Lady Brumpton was widow to Lady Mary's. half 
bts cher. She had been a private gentlewoman of 
tion d family, but ſmall fortune; by marrying whom, 


lord had given ſuch offence to his father, that 
deni would never after admit him to his preſence. 
ly Sheerneſs had ſhewn the ſame reſentment, 
d in there no longer ſubſiſted any communication 
an een the families. Lord Brampton had been 
- * about three years, and left no children. | 
bas widow was till a fine woman. She was by 
heme generous and humane, her temper perfectly 
7as tn; her: underſtanding admirable... She had been 
rhereFſaated with great care, was very accompliſhed, 
rw ndBread a great deal, and with excellent taſte ; ſhe 
omangy great quickneſs of parts, and a very uncom- 
walit ſhare: of wit. Her beauty firſt gained her 
geathch admiration; but when ſhe wag better known, 
.a_reflcharms of her underſtanding ſeemed to eclipſe 
but a of her perſon. Her converſation was gene- 
expengy courted, her wit and learning were the per- 
harge 5 petual 


W hil 
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petual ſubjects of panegyric in verſe and proſe, wh 
unhappily ſerved to increaſe her only failing, y; 
ty. She ſought to be admired for various me 
To recommend her perſon ſhe ſtudied dreſs, 
went to a conſiderable expence in ornaments. 
ſhew her taſte, ſhe diſtinguiſhed herſelf by the « 
gance of her houſe, furniture,” and equipage. 
prove her fondneſs for literature, ſhe'icolleQe 
confiderable library; and to ſhew that all her 


her. du 
Yo" fc 
mand f 
xeſſary 
Lady | 
dy Bru 
roſit] 
me wW 


teem was not engroſſed by the learned dead, Ne ack: 
cafeſſed all living genius's; all were welcome e her, 
her houſe, from the ragged philoſopher to er per 
rhiming peer; but while ſhe only exchanged An tolc 
lation with the latter, ſhe generouſly relieved {could 
neceſſities of the former. She aimed at making that, 
houſe a little academy; all the arts and ſciei d mak 
were there diſcuſſed ; and none dared to enter by I 


did not think themſelves qualified to ſhine, Mer his 
partake of the luſtre which was diffuſed round 
aſſembly. Mint 2 : ien en worm: e 
Though encircled by ſcience and flattery, {his ve 
Mary's diſtreſs reached Lady Brumpton's ears, i 
brought her to that young lady's door, who 
ſurprized at the unexpected viſit, ” but could noi Ned, th: 
fuſe her admittance. . Lady Brumpton began 
apologizing for her intruſion, but excuſed hefl.. 
on the great defire ſhe had of being acquaii 


with ſo near a relation of her Jord's, who, as f unexpe 
Was tov young to have any ſhare in the unh the d 
diviſions in the family, ſhe was perſuaded was and f 


from thoſe ill grounded reſentments, which ed z w 
malice and impertinence of tale-bearers areal here 
wWiatchful to improve; and when ſhe Seni tened, 
herſelf as the firſt docaſior of thequarrel; ſhetho rity 
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ter. duty; in regard to her deceaſed lord's me- 
y to offer that protection his ſiſter might juſtly 

mand from yy and vehich her youth nl 
xeſſary.. HD 


Lady Mary was charmed with the Sh of 
dy Brumpton's addreſs, but ſtill more with the 
roſity of her behaviour in ſecking her out, at 
me When ſo many were diligent to avoid her. 
he acknowledgments ſhe made for the favour 
e her, ſpoke, as much in her recommendation 
her perſon. Lady Brumpton aſter ſome conver- 
lon told her ſhe had a requeſt to make, to which 
could not well ſuffer a denial ; this was no other 
8 that, ſhe; would leave that melancholy houſe, 
bd make her's the place of her fixed 'abode ; for 
, by Lord Brumpton's will, he had bequeathed 
2 his Whole fortune, ſhe ſhould not enjoy it 
ith peace of mind, if his ſiſter did not ſhare in 
the pollefſion.” | 


This very agreeable invitation filled Lady Mary 
th joy and ſurprize. She made a proper return 
Lady Brumpton for her generoſity, and they 
ted, that Lady Mary ſhould remove to her . 
next day. 


ears, 
who 
d not 
began 
d he | 
equal | hen Lady Mary was left alone to reflect on 
unexpected piece of good fortune, and conſi- 


d the diſtreſs ſhe had been in but two hours be- 


f nh! 

58 and from which ſhe was now ſo happily de- 
mich # red; when ſhe reflected on the many calami- 
re u herewith from her childhood ſne had been 


Fon tened, and by what various means ſhe had 
ws the  aved ſo often from ruin, ſhe could not for- 
ünmos that ſhe was indeed the care of that 

13 | * 


pation, nor in tumultuous pleaſures, and cou 
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Being. who had hitherto employed ſo little of Her att 
thoughts. Such frequent mercies as ſhe had i"? Y 
ceived; ſometimes in being preſerved from the fa m, 
conſequences. of her own follies, at others fro be hac 
the unavoidable diſtreſſes to which ſhe had bed which 1 
expoſed, awakened ow her mind a lively gratitue 
to the ſupreme Di of all human events. II 
poor conſolations to which her aunt had been r 
duced in the melancholy concluſion of her li 
ſhewed her, that happineſs did not confiſt in di 


alone be found in femething which wy Ea 
every condition might enjoy. Reaſon 
fource of perpetual content, and ſhe faricied 
alone would afford a ſatisfaQtion ſuitable” to eve 
ſtate of mind and body. Some degree of relipidf 
the imagined 1 59 that to perform 
duties it required was requiſite to our peace. BY 
the extent of true religion ſhe” had never co 
dered, though her great good fortune told her, th 
ſhe ought to be thankful for the bleſſings conferreſ 
and not diſtruſt the care of providence, of whie 
ſhe had received ſuch 5880 8 


She had often heard Lady nee Guell 
under the appellation of a 2 and à learng 
lady; but when ſhe recollected who thoſe perſo 
were, no other than the open profeſſors of follif 
it did not prejudice that lady in her opinion, bf. 
rather raifed her expectation of- being introduce 
into a ſuperior race of beings, W whoſe conver 
tion ſhe knew herſelf unqus d but from who 
ſhe hoped for ſome improvement to her underſtan 
ing, too long nagleQed. ' | 


20 this diſpoſition of mind Lady Brompton fo | 8, 


* 
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ter at the hour that ſhe had appointed to fetch her. 
They went directly into Lady Brumpton's dreſſing 
vom, Who preſented Lady Mary with a ſettlement 
de had prepared of a hundred pounds a year, 
#hich ſhe begged het to accept for her cloaths ; 
nd defired, that whenever ſhe found it inſufficient, 
he would draw on her. for more; ſhe at the ſame 
ime, made her the firſt payment. 


\tu 
TI 
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| - Lady Mary now entering into a new ſet of com- 
coul, frequently found herſelf entirely at a loſs ; for 
e ae was ſo totally unacquainted with the ſubjects 


a their diſcourſe, that ſhe underſtood them almoſt 
1 8 little as if they had talked another language; 
el told Lady Brumpton how much ſhe was con- 
red at her on ignorance, and begged ſhe 
n ould. give her ſome diredions what ſhe ſhould 
kad. That Lady, whoſe. chief aim was to ſhine, 
tommended to her the things moſt likely to fall 
r, MN converſation, that ſhe might be qualified to 
ferrel ar her part in it. Lady Mary took her advice, 
whid d read ſome moral eſſays juſt publiſned; then a 
Ne play; after that the hiſtory of one ſhort 
Period; and ended with a volume of ſermons then 
Jicul@vch in faſhion. When ſhe began to examine 
learn bat ihe had acquired by her ftudies, ſhe found 
Ich a confuſion in her memory, where an hiſto- 
F follfical anecdote was crouded by a moral ſentiment 
dd a (crap of a play interwoven into a ſermon, , 
-oducFÞ ſhe determined to: diſcontinue that miſcellane- 
nverſ}© reading, andghegin a regular and improving 
\ wholſÞurie, leaving td others the privilege of ſetting in 
erſtar@gment on every new production. | 


Fn this ſituation Lady Mary continued ſome 
n fouſſfars, without any a a except what ſhe 
3 4 felt 


2 2 


— 
3 
. RN”; #YVY >; A te Ms. Y" > Will, IE — rn, 
* 1 - 5 ? e jo q 
— 9 , s ' * 
* 
7 


— — 


fortune, yet ſo far ſtraightened it, that ſhe fre 


her mind, where it would have done her honour, 


qualities, and not to treat any with proper civility 
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felt from ſeeing the conſequences of Lady Brumy 
ton's too great vanity. It led her into expences, 
which though they did not conſiderably impair he 
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great 
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ſor the 
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quently had not power to indulge the generoſity of 


and have yielded der ſolid ſatisfaQtion. The adu 
lation which ſhe received with too much viſible 
complacency, inſpired her with ſuch an opinion © 


herſelf, as led her to deſpiſe thoſe of leſs ſhining 


whom ſhe had not ſome particular deſire to pleaſe, Afte 


which often gave ſevere pangs to baſhful merit Brumg 
and called her real ſuperiority in queſtion; for thoſe ver. 1 
who obſerved ſo great a weakneſs, - were temptediſ entirel 
to believe her underſtanding rather glittering thang... 
ſolid. The deſire of attracting to her houſe every tentior 
perſon who had gained a reputation for genius deed 3 
occaſioned many to be admitted, whole acquaint wery 
ance was a diſgrace to her, and who artfully, 
taking advantage of her weakneſs, by exceſs of tion 
flattery, found means of impoſing on her to any de I vit int 
gree they pleaſee. P vas n 
| | £ „VVV 
The turn of converſation at her houſe was rid eſters, 
culed in every other company, by people who ap mony. 
peared molt deſirous f being in her parties. Ane 
indeed it was capable of being ſo; the extreme en Her 
deavour to ſnine, tock off from that eaſe in conan atro 
verſation which is its greateſt charm. Every per Lady! 
ſon was like a bent bow, ready to ſhoot forth aſs vanit 
arrow; which had no ſooner Aarted to the otheſ apple 
ſide of the room, than it fell to the ground, ang the n 
the next perſon picked it up, and made a new. ſhoffſi þ a4, 
with it. Like the briſk lightning in the-Rehearſals. i. 


they gave flaſh for flaſh'; and they weren ſhou 
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ally ſtriving' whoſe wit ſhould go off with the 
greateſt report. Lady Mary, who has naturally a 
zreat deal of vivacity, and a ſufficient ſhare of 
wit, made no bad figure in the brilliant aſſembly ; 
for though ſhe perceived an abſurdity in theſe mock 
kirmiſhes of genius, yet ſhe thought proper to- 
conform to her company; but ſaw piainly that a 
prightly look, and lively elocution, made the 
chief merit of the beſt bons mots that were uttered 
among them. d ft 6 6 


After ſhe had ſpent about five years with Lady 
Brumpton, this lady was ſeized with a nervous fe- 
ver, which all the art of her phyſicians could not 
entirely conquer. Her ſpirits were extremely 
affected, and her friends decreaſed in their at- 
tentions, as her vivacity decayed. She had in- 
deed always been ſuperior to her company, in 
every requiſite to pleaſe and entertain, therefore 
Evhen, ſhe could not bear her part, the conver- 
ation flagged; they dwindled from ſomething like 
wit into oddity, and then ſunk into dullneſs. She 
was no longer equally qualified to pleaſe or to be 
pleaſed; her mind was not at uniſon with ſhallow 
xſters, and therefore they could make no har- 
mony. „ 


Her diſorder wore her extremely, and turned to 
an atrophy. In that gradual decay ſhe often told 
Lady Mary, © ſhe was awakened from a dream of 
* vanity: ;ſhe ſaw how much a defire to gain the 
* applauſe of a few. people, had made her forget 
the more neceſlary aim of, obtaining the appre- 
bation of her Creator. She had indeed no cri- 
a migal actions to lay to her charge; but how 
ſhould ſhe? vanity preſerved her from doing 
U WEE I 5 any 
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any thing which ſhe imagined would expoſe her 


o 

© to cenſure. She had done ſome things com- 
© mendable, but ſhe feared the defire of being com- 
* mended was part of her motive. The humility 
and calmneſs of a true chriſtian diſpofition had 
© appeared to her meanneſs of ſpirit or affectation, 
and a religious life as the extremeſt dullneſs ; but 
< now too late ſhe ſaw her error, and was ſenſible 
© ſhe had never been in the path of happineſs. 
© She had not erred from want of knowledge, bu: 
from the ſtrong impulſe of vanity, which led her 
to negleQ it; but ſickneſs, by lowering her 
© ſpirits, had taken away the falſe glare which 
© dazled her eyes, and reftored her to her 
s fight? 


Lady Brumpton was ſenſible of her approaching 
death ſome- weeks before ſhe expired, and was 
perfectly reſigned. Lady Mary had a ſecond time 
the melancholy office of cloſing the eyes of a be- 
nefactreſs and relation whom ſhe ſincerely loved. 
Lady Brumpton, to remove from her any anxiety on 
her own account, acquainted her, as ſoon as her 
diſeaſe became deſperate, that ſne had bequeathed 
her ten thouſand pounds, and all her plate and 


jewels. N | 


Lady Mary found this information true, and re- 
ceived the ſum. She was tenderly concerned for 
the loſs of ſo good a friend; and by the various 
cCircumſtnaces of her life, and the many : bleſſings 
© beſtowed on her, had a heart ſo touched with the 
greatneſs of divine mercy, that her mind took 4 
more ſerious turn than common; and, tired of the 


multitude in which ſhe had ſo long lived, ſhe was little 


# 4 


ſeeking for a retirement, when ſhe met Mrs. 
| Morgan 


the 


little pieces of furniture were by the ſame art made 
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Morgan and Mrs. Mancel at T unbridge; and 
as I have already told you, came hither with 
them. F 77 


Mrs. Maynard was not a little wearied with ſo 
long a narrative, and therefore did not continue 
much longer with us; but Lamont and I remained 
in the park till dinner. | | | 


In the afternoon the ladies propoſed we ſhould 
go upon the water, a ſcheme very agreeble to us 
all; ſome of the inhabitants of the other commu- 
nity were of the party. We got into a very neat 
boat, of a ſize ſufficient to contain a large compa- 
ny, and which was rowed by the fervants of the 
family. We went about three miles up the river 
with great pleaſure, and landed juſt by a neat 
houſe, where we underſtood we were to drink 
tea. The miſtreſs of it received us with great joy, 
and told the ladies ſhe had longed- to ſee them, 
their young folks having quite finiſhed her houſe, 
which ſhe begged leave to ſhew us. Its extreme 
neatneſs rendered it an object worthy obſervation; 
and I was particularly attentive, as, its ſize ſuiting 
my plan of life, I determined to copy it. 


The rooms were neither large nor numerous, but 
moſt of them hung with paper, and prettily adorn- 
ed. There were ſeveral very good drawings framed. 
with ſhells, elegantly put together; and a couple. 
of cabinets deſigned for uſe, but they became orna- 
mental by being painted, and ſea-weeds ſtuck there- 
on, which, by the variety, and the happy diſpo- 
ſition of them, rendered the doors, and each of 
the drawers, a diſtinct landicape. Many other. 


very 
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very pretty and curious. 
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I learnt in a whiſper 
from Mrs. Maynard, that this gentlewoman was wi. 
dow to the late miniſter of the pariſh, and was left. 
at his death with five ſmall children in very bad 
circumſtances. ' The ladies of Millenium Hall 
immediately * raiſed her drooping ſpirits, ſettled 
an income upon her, took this houſe, furniſhed it, 
and lent her ſome of their girls to aſſiſt in making 
up the furniture, and decorating it, according to 
the good woman's taſte. She carried us into her 


little garden, that was neat to an exceſs, and filled 


with flowers, which we found ſome of her children 
tying up and putting in order, while the younger 
were playing about, all dreſſed with the ſame exa& 


neatneſs as herſelf. 


When we had derber th this little progreſs we 


found tea ready, and ſpent the afternoon with 


greater pleaſure, for obſerving the high gratification 
which this viſit ſeemed to afford the miſtreſs of the 
houſe. In the room where we fat was a book-caſe 
well ſtocked ; my, curioſity was great to ſee what it 


.contained, ind one of the ladies, to whom I men- 
tioned it, indulged me by opening it herſelf, and 
looking at ſome of the books. 


- T found. they con- 
ſiſted of ſome excellent treatiſes of divinity, ſeve- 
ral little things publiſhed for the uſe of children, 
and calculated to inſtill piety and knowledge into 


their infant minds, with a collection of our beſt 
periodical papers, for the amuſement of lighter 


hours. Moſt of theſe 1 I found, were 8 0 


i Mancebs . | 


The fineneſs of the evening made our retutnt 
very delightful, and we had time for a little concert 
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The next morning I called up Lamont very early,” 
ind reminded the houſe-keeper of her promiſe of 
hewing us the ſchools; which ſhe readily perform- 


Wing, conducted us firſt to a very large cottage, or 


rather fave or fix cottages laid together. Here we 
fund about fifty girls, clad in a very neat uniform, 
and perfectly clean, already ſeated at their reſpec- 
ive buſineſſes. Some writing, others caſting ac- 
counts, ſome learning leſſons by heart, ſeveral em- 
loyed in various ſorts of needle-work, a few 
pinning, and others knitting, with two ſchool- 
miſtreſſes to infpe& them. The ſchool- room was 
very large, and perfectly clean, the forms and 
chairs they ſat on were of wood, as white as 
poſſible; on ſhelves were wooden bowls and trench- 
ers equally white, and ſhining pewter and braſs 
ſeemed the ornaments of ohe ſide of the room; 
while pieces of the children's work of various kinds, 
decorated the other; little ſamples. of their perfor- 
mances being thus exhibited as encouragement to 
their ingenuity. | | 1950 

I -aſked many queſtions as to their education, 
and learnt, that they are bred up in the ſtricteſt 
piety ; the ladies by various ſchemes, and many 
little compoſitions of their own, . endeavour to in- 
culcate the pureſt principles in.their tender minds. 
They all by turns:exerciſe themſelves in the ſeve- 
ral employments which we ſaw going forward, that 
they may have various means of gaining their ſub- 
hſtence, in caſe any accident ſhould deprive them 
aof che power of purſuing any particular part of 
their buſineſs. The ladies watch their genius's 
with great care; and breed them up to thoſe things, 


| which-ſeem molt ſuitable to the turn of their minds. 


8 e When 


5 * 
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When any are deſigned for ſervice, they are taught 
the buſineſs of the place they are beſt fitted for, by 
coming down to the hall, and performing the necei. 


ſary offices under the direction of the excellent ſer 
vants there. | 


A very large kitchen garden belongs to the houſe, 
which is divided into as many parts as there are 
ſcholars; to weed, and keep this in order, is 
made their principal recreation; and by the no- 
tice taken of it, they are taught to vye with each 
other which ſhall beſt acquit themſelves, ſo that 
perhaps never was a. garden ſo neat. They like- 
wiſe have no ſmall ſhare in keeping thoſe at the 
hall in order; and the grotto and ſeats are chiefly 
their workmanſhip. - 


I gave them due praiſe upon their performances 
at the clergyman's widow's, and delighted two of 
them very much by my admiration of a little ar- 
bour, which they had there planted with weodbines 
and other ſweet ſhrubs. In their own garden they 
are allowed the indulgence of any little whim 
which takes not up too much room; and it is pretty 
to ſee their little feats, their arbours and beds of 
flowers, according to their ſeveral taſtes. As ſoon 
as ſchool breaks up, they run with as much eager- 
neſs and joy to their garden, as other children do 
to theig..childiſh ſports; and their higheſt pleaſure 
is the *apprgbation their patroneſſes give to their 


performances. They likewiſe take it by turns to 


do the buſineſs of the houſe, and emulation excites 


them to a cleanlineſs, which could not by any other 


means be preſerved. 


From this ſchool we went to one inſtituted for 
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ugh boys, which conſiſted of about half the number, 
by and moſt of them ſmall, as they are diſmiſſed to 
cel- labour as foon as they are able to perform an 


work, except incapacitated by ill health. This is 
inſtituted on much the fame principles as the other, 
and every boy of five years old has his lit- 
tle ſpade and rake, which he is taught to exer- 
are ciſe. 


no- We returned from our little tour time enough 
ach Wl for prayers, with minds well prepared for them, 
. by the view of ſuch noble fruits of real piety. 
ike- Indeed the ſteward who reads them; does it 
the W with ſuch extreme propriety, and fuch humble 
efly W and ſincere devotion, as is alone ſufficient to 
fix the attention, and warm the hearts. of his 
hearers. 


of After breakfaft was over, we got Mrs. Maynard 
al- to accompany us into the garden, ſhe in complaiſ- 
ines I ance to us, abſtaining while we were at the hall, 
hey from her ſhare in the daily viſits the ladies pay to 
aim their ſeveral inftitutions, and to the poor and fick 
ett) in their village. Their employments are great, 
of but their days are proportionable; for they are 
oon always up by five o'clock, and by their example 
zer- the people in the village rife equally early; at that 
do ¶ hour one ſees them all engaged in their ſeveral buſi- 
ure neſſes, with an aſſiduity, which in other places is not 
ct} awakened till much later. 8 BY 


ites called on Mrs. Maynard to continue her taſk; 
her which without any previous ceremony ſhe. did as 


, 1 3 . * 
+ 4s © FY - f + 


THE 


Ps. rs 


«4 a 1. CE IT OS 


— mn _-- gr „ a wes» 
P Cer nn EL Rn ZOE 4 AE EIS AL, 4 
by g p \ " pt F 
. 0 


208 Tue HISTORY or 


eto forterfo rhe tort fo rfo hore ierte 
DD DD DOD OO OOOOOOD GODOOST 


* TLS 


e $-R4; VV: Ne 
3444444444424“ 


k /FR. Selvyn, the younger brother of an an- 
M cient family, whoſe fortune was inferior 


to the rank it held in the country, where it 


had long been fixed, was placed in trade in London; 


but his ſucceſs not anſwering his hopes, he gave it 
up before it was too late to ſecure himſelf a ſmall 
ſubſiſtence, and retired into the country; when 
Miſs Selvyn was about five years old. His wife 


had been dead two years; thus his little girl's edu- 


cation devolved entirely on himſelf. 


ie bred her up genteclly, though his fortune 


, was ſmall, and as he was well qualified for the 


part, became himſelf her tutor, and executed that 
office {p well, that at twelve years old ſhe excelled 


all the young ladies in the neighbourhood. of her 
own age, in French, and writing, either for hand 
or ſtile; and in the great propriety and grace with 
which ſhe read Engliſh. She had no ſmall know- 
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ledge of accounts; and had made ſome progreſs 
in the ſtudy of hiſtory. Her perſon: was elegant 
and pleaſing, and her temper and manner perfectly 
engaging; but yet theſe charms could not induce 
the neighbouring families, to forgive her for ex- 
celling other girls in her accompliſnments. 


They cenſured Mr. Selvyn, for giving his 
daughter an education, to which her fortune was 
« ſo little ſuited, and thought he would have done 


* better to have bred her up to houſewifery, and 


© qualified her for the wife of an honeſt tradeſman;ꝰ 
for part of what he had was known to be a life in- 
come; a ſmall ine cure having been procured him 
by his friends in town, before he retired into the 
country. 9 8 1 1 74 


* 


The cenſures of thoſe who love to ſhew their 


own wiſdom by blaming others, had little effect on 
Mr. Selvyn; he continued his diligence in culti- 


vating his little girl's mind; and even taught 
himſelf many things, that he might be able to in- 


209 


* - . * >, 


ſtruct her. If he did not breed her up in a man- 


ner to gain a ſubſiſtence by the moſt uſual means, 


he however qualified her to ſubſiſt on little; he 
taught her true frugality without narrowneſs of 


mind; and made her ſee how few of all the ex- 


pences the world ran into were neceſſary to hap- 


pineſs. He deprived her of all temptation to pur- 


w 


chaſe pleaſures, by inſtructing her to ſeek only in 
herſelt for them; and by the various accompliſh- ' 


menits he had given her, prevented that vanity of 


mind, which leads people to ſeek external amuſe- 


ments. The day was not ſufficient 'for her em- 


ployments, therefore ſhe could not be reduced to 


trifle away any part of it, for fear of its lying heavy 
on her hands. x 


» Thus 
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but was in himſelf ſceptical; 


4 TRE HISsToRIYT OF 
Thus Miſs Selvyn WAS hn, a philoſopher from 
her cradle; but was better inſtructed in the doc- 
trine of the antient-moraliſts, than in the principles 
of chriſtianity. Mr. Selvyn was not abſolutely a 
free-thinker; he had no vices that made him an 
enemy to chriſtianity ; nor that pride which tempts 
people to contradict a religion generally received; 
he did not apprehend that diſbehef was a proof of 
wiſdom, nor wiſhed to leſſen the faith of others, 
he doubted of what 


he could not entirely comprehend, and ſeemed to 


think thoſe things at leaſt improbable which were 


not level to his underſtanding. 
ject with Miſs Selvyn, 


He avoided the ſub- 
be — not teach her what 


he did not believe; but choſe to leave her. free to 


form that judgment, which ſhould in time ſeem 
moſt rational to her. 


I could not forbear interrupting  Mirs. Maynard, 
to ſignify my approbation of Mr. Selvyn's conduct 
in this particular, as the only inſtance I had ever 
met with of a candid mind, in one who had a 


tendency | towards infidelity ; for I never knew 


© any who were not angry. with thoſe that believed 


more than themfelves, and who were not more 


©. eager to bring others over to their opinions: than 
© moſt foreign miſſionaries; yet ſurely nothing 
© .can be more abſurd, for theſe men will not dare 
© toſay that the virtues which chriſtianity requires 
© are. 25 indiſpenſible duties; on the contrary, 
they would have us imagine they are moſt fin- 
6. cerely attached to them; what advantage then 
can accrue to any one, from being deprived o 
the certainty of a reward for his :obedience? 
. of we deny revelation, we muſt acknowledge 
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this point to be very uncertain 3 it was the ſub- 


* of difpute and doubt among all the philoſo- 


phers of antiquity; and we have but a poor de- 
pendance for ſo great a bleſling, if we reſt our ex- 
pectation where they did theirs. Can a man 
therefore be rendered happier by being deprived 
of this certainty? Or can we ſuppoſe he will be 


more virtuous, becauſe we have removed all the 
motives that ariſe from hope and fear? and yet, 
what elſe can excuſe an infidel's deſire to make 


converts? Nothing. Nor can any thing occaſion 


it but a ſecret conſciouſneſs that he is in the 


wrong, which tempts him to wiſh for the coun- 
- tenance of more aſſociates in his error; this like- 
wiſe can alone give riſe to his rancour againſt thoſe | 
who believe more than himſelf; he feels them a 
tacit reproach to him, which to his pride i is imer- 


por table.“ 


But, ſaid Lamont, do you imagine that a 
free-thinker may .not be certain of a future 
ſtate? | 


Not poſitively, anſwered Mrs. Maynard ; ; if he 


is certain of that point, he is a believer withont 
-© owning it; he muſt have had his certainty from 


ſcripture z all the reaſon he boaſts can only ſhew 
it probable, and that probability is loaded with ſo 
many difficulties, as will much weaken 

Where can reaſon fay immortality ſhall ſtop ? 


We muſt allow that Omnipotence may beftow it 
on ſuch ranks of being as he pleaſes : But how can 
reaſon tell us to whom he has given it ? whether 


to all creation, or to part of it? pride indeed 
makes man claim it for himſelf, but deny it to 


ae; ; and yet the ſupertor intelligence perceiv- 


© able 
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© able in ſome brutes, to what appears in ſome. 
'» © of his own ſpecies, ſhould raiſe doubts in him 


who has nothing but the reaſonings of his own 


* weak brain to go upon. But to proceed with my 
ſubject. W 


The miniſter of the pariſh wherein Mr. Selvyn 


dwelt, was a gentleman of great learning and ſtrict 
probity. He had every virtue in the moſt amiable 
degree, and a gentleneſs and humility of mind 


which is the moſt agreeable characteriſtic of his pro- 


feſſion. He had a ftrong ſenſe of the duties of his 


function, and dedicated his whole time to the per- 

formance of them. He did not think his inſtructi- 
ons ſhould be confined to the pulpit ; but ſenſible: 
that the ignorant were much more effteCtual] 


taught in familiar converſation, than by preaching; 


he viſited frequently the very pooreſt of his pariſnhi- 


oners; and by the humility of his behaviour, as 
much as by his bounty (for he diſtributed great part 
of his income among the neceſſitous) he gained the 
affections of the people ſo entirely, that his advice 
was all- powerful with them. | 


This gentleman's great recreation was, viſiting 
Mr. Selvyn, . whoſe ſenſe and knowledge rendered 
his converſation extremely entertaining, and Miſs 


Selvyn's company was a great addition to the good 


miniſter's pleaſure ; he took delight in ſeeing her, 


as Hamlet ſays, bear her faculties ſo meekly.”- 
She was entirely void of conceit and vanity, and 
did not ſeem to have found out that her knowledge 
exceeded that of moſt perſons. of her age, at leaſt 
ſhe looked upon it as a caſual advantage, which re- 
flected no honour to herſelf, but was entirely-owing - 


to- Mr. Selvyn. Her youthful chearfulneſs eee. 5 
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ed the party, without rendering the converſation 


leſs ſolid; and her amiable diſpoſition made the 


good miniſter pc anxious for hop Wel- 
"_ ("8 * | 


* 0 


He fobn fend out : Mir. Senn, 8 ſcepticiſm; and 

He repreſented to him 
n his not being able to underſtand the moſt 
myſterious parts of chriſtianity was no argument 


endeavoured to remove it. 


© againſt! the truth of them. That there were 
many things in nature, whoſe certainty” he by no 
© means doubted; and yet was totally ignorant of 
the methods whereby many of them operated, 
and even of the uſe of ſome” of them. Could 
© he ſay what purpoſe the fiery comet .anſwers ? 
How is its motion produced, ſo regular in its 
period, ſo unequal in its motion, and ſo excen- 

trie in its courſe? Of many other things man 
is in reality as ignorant, only being able to form 
a ſyſtem, which ſeems to ſuit in ſome particulars, 
he imagines he has diſcovered the whole, and 


will think fo *till ſome new ſyſtem takes place, 


6 
6 
c 
« 
c 
© and the old one is exploded. He aſked Mr. 
* Selvyn, If they deſcended to the meaneſt objects, 
in what manner could they aceount for the poly- 
< pus's property of ſupplying that part of its body 
< which ſnall be cut” away? That inſect alone, of 
all the creation, does not continue maimed by 
© amputation, but multiphes by it. To what can 
« we attribute this difference in an inſect, which, in 
< all particulars beſide, reſembles ſo many others? 
© Yet who doubts of the reality of theſe things? 


lf wetannot comprehend the ſmalleſt works of 
© almighty wiſdom, can we expect to fathom that 


. <;wiſfdom itſelf *? ? And ſay, that ſuch things he can- 


not do, or cannot chuſe, becauſe the ſame effects 
© could 


— — * 
— — — _— — — 


-— — - 


— * 2 — 


— — 


214 Tur HisTory' or 


could be produced by other means? man, no 
doubt, might exert the ſame functions under ano. 

„ther form, why then has he this he ee 
<< who will not reply, becauſe his maker choſe it, 
and choſe it as ſeeing it beſt. Is not this the pro- 
per anſwer on all-occafions, when the decrees of 
i the almighty are diſcuſſed ? facts only are obvious 
ds our reaſon z we muſt judge of them by the 
evidence of their reality; 2 that is ſuſſicient to 
< eftabliſh; the facts; uhy, or how they were 
produced, is beyond our comprehenſion. Let 

© us learn that: fmite minds cannot judge of in- 
fſimite wiſdom, and conhne our reaſon within 
its proper ſphere.” By theſe, and many other ar- 
guments, Mr. Selvyn Was brought to believe the 
poſſibility of what he did not comprehend; and by 
this worthy elergyman's care; Miſs Sebryn was ear- 
1y taught the truthe of chriſtianity, which though 
the moſt neceſſary of as 1 eser nen Wabn- 
"9 one neglected.” 


= by this, retired. Gtnation they cnatinnds ill Miſs 
Selvyn was near ſeventeen years old; Mr. Selvyn 
then determined to remove to London; and taking 
à ſmall houſe in Park- ſtreet, fixed his abode there. 
Lady: Emilia Reynolds lived next door; and ſoon af- 
WP ter their arrival made them a viſity a campliment, 
= ſhe ſaid; ſhe locked upon as due to fo near à ntigh- 
& Hour. Some other ladies in the ſame ftreet followed 
Her-example, and in a very ſhort time: Miſs Selvyn 
was introduced into as large an acquaintance as was 
agreeable. to ws 1 ws Was eme per We to 

3 much drſipation. eq 201 * N 
Hit 002 d! 5. $W.rnk ce treit s? 
'Exnilia. Reynolds us, a ling lech of: very 
tune, her age upwatds of thirty, her wh WI 


large 


7 


who ſeemed by fortune ſacrificed to folly; and ſhe 
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ſon fine, her manner gentle and pleaſing, and an 
air of dejection did not render her countenance the 
leſs engaging. She, was grave and ſenſible, and kept 
a great deal of good company, without entering in- 
to a gay way of life. Miſs Selvyn's modeſty and 
good ſenſe ſeemed to have great charms for her; 
ſhe cultivated a friendſhip with her, notwith- 
ſtanding ſome diſparity in their ages; and neither 
of them appeared ſo happy as when they were 
together. | g 


Mr. Selvyn could not be diſplenſed at an intimacy 
ſo deſirable; nor could Miſs Selvyn be more pro- 
perly introduced into the world, than by a perſon of 
Lady Emilia's reſpectable character. | 


At her houſe Miſs Selvyn ſaw a great deal. of 
good company, and was {0 generally liked, that ma- 
ny intreated Lady Emilia to bring her to them, 
whenever her ladyſhip favoured them with @ viſit. 
Theſe invitations were generally complied with, as 
under ſuch a protectreſs Miſs Selvyn might proper- 
ly venture to any place. Lady Sheerneſs was one of 
tis number, - whoſe rank and:ſomedegree of relati- 
onſhip brought acquainted with Lady Emilia, though 
the different turn of their minds, and their very 
oppoſite taſte of life, prevented any inti be- 
tween them. Lady Emilia was not blind to Lady 
Sheer neſs's follies, but ſhe eſteemed them objects 
of her compaſſion, not of her cenſure; nicely cir- 
cumſpect in her own conduct, ſhe judged with the 
extremeſt lerity of the behaviour of others, ready 
to attempt excuſing them to the world, and not 
even ſuffering; herſelf to blame what: ſhe could not 
approve; ſhe ſincerely pitied Lady Mary Jones, 


Was 
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was in continual fear leſt ſhe ſhould fall a victim to 


could 
that n which 1 in her caſe was m un- 


ſome ti 


could 


2 eee | 

Miſs 
| By inn means Miſs Selvyn 8 acqusintel and pc 
with Lady Mary, and was the young woman I be. Wl ation, 
fore mentioned, as Lady Mary's adviſer and conduc. Min Lon 
tor, in putting an end: = Sn — yung her to 
courtſhip. „eb. C eee lady ſhi 
countr 
Not long he ſhe had the ſatisfaction of Fo ai- ¶ Londo 
fiſting a young lady, whoſe: failings gave her. almoſt W was bi 
as many charms as they robbed her of, ſhe had little © 
"the: misfortune to loſe Mr. Selvyn. All that a child new. | 
could feel for the loſs of a tender parent Miſs. Selvyn adieu 
ſuffered. His death was not ſo ſudden, but that it ones, 
afforded him time to ſeitle his affairs, and to give Won, w 
every direction to Miſs Selvyn, which he thought I was ſt 
might ſave her from all embaraſſment on the ap- I ſhe fo 
proaching event. He recommended to her, as N reſolu 

her fortune would be but ſmall, to attach her- tion, 
ſelf as much as poſſible to Lady Emilia, ſince I eſteen 
ſne now became ſtill more neceſſary as a pro- ¶ ſdere 
_ teQreſs; than ſhe had before been deſirable as a agree 
friend, and that intereſt as much as gratitude requi- Il beſt ſ 

redhercultivating the. — chat _ had alrea- 

„ ee bann % D gg TI 

| | Emil 

e Ebbe latter motive was ficient to inflaence Mik was I 
Selvyn, whoſe: heart ſincerely returned the regard brou; 
Lady Emilia had for her; but at that time ſne was Nwher 
tod much affected with Mr. Selvyn's approaching there 
diſſolution to think of any thing elſe. His care both 
for her in chis laſt morients, ſtill more entdegred ſpent 

him, who! thro? life had made her ahappinefs his life, 

n ſtudy. Her cm was extreme,” Dor 


abate 
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to could Lady Emilia by the tendereſt care for 
n- ſome time afford her any conſolation. 


Miſs Selvyn found herſelf heireſs to three thou- 
and pounds, a fortune which exceeded her ex 
ation, though it was not ſuffictentto ſuffer her to bee 
in London with convenience. Lady Emilia invited 
her to her houſe ; and as the ſpring advanced, her 
adyſhip inclining to paſs the fine ſeaſon in the 
country, hired a houſe about a hundred miles from 
London, which ſhe had formerly been fond of, and 
was but juſt become empty. She had been but 
little out of town for ſome years, and went to her 
new. habitation with pleaſure. Miſs Selvyn bid 
adieu without regret to every thing but Lady Mary 
jones, for whom debe dere a real affecti- 
on, which firſt took its riſe from compaſſion, and 
was ſtrengthened by the great docility with which 
ſhe followed her ier about Lord Robert, and the 
reſolution with which ſhe conquered her inclina- 
tion. Lady Mary grieved to loſe one whom ſhe 
eſteemed ' dent and faithful a friend, and con- 
ſidered her departure as a real misfortune; but they 


agreed to keep up a regular correſpondence as the 
beſt ſubſtitute to converſation. \ 


The country was perfectly agreeable to L 
Emilia and her young friend. The life they led 


was moſt ſuitable to their inclinations, and winter 
gard brought with it no deſires to return to London; 3 


whereupon Lady Emilia diſpoſed of her houſe 
bing Þ there, and ſettled quite in the country. They were 

both extremely fond of reading, and in this they 
ſpent moſt of their time. Their regular way of 
s his life, and the benefits of air and exerciſe, ſeemed to 
0 abate the dejection wr Th viſible in Lady Emi- 
ou 1 
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lia; and ſhe never appeared to want any other con. Neſerve 
verſation than that of Miſs Selvyn, whom ſhe treſſes. 
loved with a tenderneſs ſo Juſtly due to her Lady 


merit. ; 

n nd aco 
0 After they had been ſettled about two years in ecunt 
the country, Lor d Robert St. George, Who waz Robert 
colonel of a regiment quartered in a. town not far rich. 
from them, came to examine into the ſtate of his nd ſhe 
regiment; and having at that time no other en- Selvy 
gagement, and the lodgings he had taken juſt out more 
of the town being finely ſituated, he determined bis fo 
to make ſome ſtay there. Here he renewed his 
light accqwaintace with Lady Emilia and Miß Miſs 
Selvyn; and, by Favour of his vicinity faw them 1 
often. Lord Robert's heart was too ſuſceptible of ed t 
_ ſoft impreſſions, not to feel the influence of Mis four, 
Selvyn's charms. He was ſtrongly captivated by 
her excellent underſtanding and-engaging manner: 
as for her perſon, he had known many more beau- 
tiſul, though none more pleaſing; but the uncom- 
mon turn gf her mind, her gentleneſs, and ſen- 
ſible modeſty, had attractions that were irreſiſt- 
able. $3 55 


9 
1 


Lord Robert's attachment ſoon became viſible; 
but Miſs, Selvyn knew him too well to think his 
addreſſes very, flattering, and by his behaviour to 
Lady Mary Jones feared ſome inſulting declara- 
tion ;- but from theſe apprehenſions he ſoon deli- 
'vered her. Real affection conquering that aſſu- 
rance which nature had firſt given, and ſucceſs en- l. 
creaſed, he had not courage to declare his paſſion 
5 fo her, but applied to Lady Emilia, to acquaint eur or 
er friend with his love, and begged her intereſt in emptec 
his behalf, fearing that without it, Miſs Selvyn's}| dhe all 


n 


reſerve 
n 


2 4 %. Fo 8 
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werve would not ſuffer her to liſten to his ad- 
trefſes. 


Lady Emilia 3 to report all he had ſaid, 
ind acordingly gave Miſs Selvyn a circumſtantial 
count of the whole converſation, - wherein Lord 
Robert had laid before her the flate of his fortune, 
which was kulfgentfors woman of her prudence 
ind ſhe added, that © ſhe did not ſee how Miſs 
Selvymcould expect to be addreſſed by a man 


Nat more eligible, whether ſhe. conſidered his birth, 

ined l his fortune, or his perſon and acco ents.” 

N Miſs Selvyn was alittle ſurprized, 7 fo 5 a 
den ſhould take ſo ſerious a reſolution. al- 
le off odd the juſtneſs of what Lady Emilia ſaid in his 
Mig vour, and confeſſed, that it was impoſſible-Lord 
| by Robert could fail of pleaſing ; but added, that * it 
ner: could hot be adviſable for her to matry; far. en- 
e gr content, ſne had no benefit to ex- 
.on- if peQ rom change; and happineſs was ſo ſcarce a 
(cn. commodity in this life, that whoever let it once 
eſiſt- flip, had little reaſon to expect to catch it again. 


For what reaſon then ſhould ſhe alter her ſtate ? 

The ſume diſpoſition which would render Lord 
ible; Robert's fortune ſufficient, .made her's anſwer all 
his her wiſnes, ſince if ſhe had not the joy of living 
ir to with her ladyſhip, it ed Rillaford her _ 
lars. f thing the def de. 


aſſu- Lady Emilia ſaid ſome things in recommendation 
en. If marriage; - and ſeemed to think it improbable 
Mon if Selvyn ſhould not be a little prejudiced in fa- 
Hint Four of fo amiable a lover as Lord Robert, which 
mpted that young lady to tell her, that though 
he Waves: im cela plening yet by ſome 
| K 2 * particulars, 


& 


. 
: 
N . 4 Wa 
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* * 
- 


220 TuT HISTORY or 


< particulars, which formerly came to her know 
© ledge, ſhe was convinced his principles wer 
© {uch, as would not make * bappy in a a hu 
K band.” n | 


ſon, at 
her reſi 
motive 
but as 
ever to 


Lady Emilia allowed; the fink of Rocky an ab 


" AT and did not preſs a marriage, for whic Heres 
ne hadpleaded only out of an apprehenſion leſſi ! him? 
Miſs Selvyn's reſerve might lead her to act contra ö 
to her inclinations 3 and therefore ſhe had endea Miß 
Voured to facilitate her declaration in favour don, ſi 
Lord Robert, if ſhe was in reality inclined to ace inte: 
cept his propoſals. She acquieſced then readilWyjdreſ; 
in her friend's determination; only defired ſhe would Robert 
herſelf accquaint Lord Robert with it, as he woulShre de 
not eaſily be ſilenced. by a refuſal r did no greeab 
en from her own 1 | | Wy 
Wh 

His lordſhip c came in the evening to learn hi ktisfyi 
fab and Lady Emilia having contrived to be abY if he 
ſent, he found Miſs Selvyn alone. Though thift be g 
was what he had wiſhed, yet he was ſo diſconcertY inſiſt 
ed, that Miſs Selvyn was — to begin the ſub i him, 
je herſelf, and to tell him, that Lady Emiliq been 
* had acquainted her, with the honour he had donq gate 
© her; that ſhe was much: obliged: to him, for hig. have 
good opinion, and hoped he would be happy will or u 

« ſome woman much more deſerving than herſelf . his p 
© but ſhe could by no means accept the fayour hq. a lig 
intended her, being ſo entirely happy in her pre. crim 
« ſent ſituation, that nothing in the world HHouk  kney 
+ * induce her to n it.“ | I huſt 
This declaration gave riſe to a very warm CC Lot 


teſt; Lord Robert [ſoliciting her to accept h ton, 
love with all the tenderneſs of the * Ws hi 


Pex: 7 : 
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ſon, and ſhe with equal perſeverance perſiſting in 
her reſuſal. He could not be perſuaded, that her 
motive for doing ſo was really what ſhe alledged, 
but as ſhe continued to affirm it, he begged how- 
ever to know, if ſhe had not made ſo ſtrange a 
' reſolution! in favour of a ſingle life, whether ſhe 
' ſhouſd have had any particular objection to 


him?“ 


Miſs Selvyn ſhewed the uſeleſſneſs of this queſ- 
lion, ſince the reaſon of her refuſing the honour 
ee intended her, would have made her reje& the 
Waidreſſes of every other man in the world. Lord 
Robert could not believe this poſſible, and there- 
ore defiſted not from urging a queſtion ſo diſa- 
greeable_to anſwer. \ _ | i 


When Miſs Selvyn found it impoſſible to avoid 
atisfying him in this particular, ſhe told him, that 
if he were entirely unexceptionable, ſhe ſhould 
be fixed in the ſame determination; but ſince he 


\certY* infiſted on knowing if ſhe had any objection to 
on ' him, ſhe was obliged' to confeſs, that had ſhe 
LMil 


been better inclined to enter into the matrimonial 
ſtate, his lordſhip was not the man ſhe ſhould 
have choſen, not from any diflike to his . perſon 
or underſtanding, but from diſapprobation of 
his principles; that, in regard to her ſex he had 


ur hq alightneſs in his way of thinking, and had been ſo 
** * criminal. in his conduct, that of all men ſhe 
Ou ' 


" knew, ſhe thought him moſt improper for an 
* huſband? Who x OM | 
oy” Lord Robert was ſurpriz.ed at ſo new an objec- 
netion,. and:told her, that“ he did not apprehend 

* hinſelf more blamable in thoſe reſpects than moſt 
A 1 * young 
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young men, Gallantry was ſuitable to his age, 
and he neyer imagined, that any woman would 
have reproached him with his regard for her ſex, 
'© when he gave ſo ſtrong a proof of an inclination 
JJö;?' Der... 7. .- 
I am forry, replied. Miſs Selvyn, that your 
© Lordſhip thinks me mean enough to take plea- 
© ſure in ſuch a triumph, or ſo vain as to imagine 
© T can reform a man of diffolute manners, the 
© laft thing I ſhould hope or endeavour to. ſucceed 
in. Such à tincture of corruption will always 
remain in the mind of what, you ate pleaſed to 
© term à gallant man, to whom I ſhould give the 
© jeſs polite appellation of vicious, that I could 
© not be happy in his ſociety. ' A reformed rake 
may be ſober, but is never virtuous.” 


Lord Robert growing very urgent to know what 
fhe had particularly to lay to his charge; ſhe told 
him frankly, 'that '* his treatment of Lady Mary 
© Jones had diſguſted her, as ſhe, and, pertiaps, 
"© the only had been! acquainted wijh the hot. 1 


Lord Robert endeavdured to excuſe himſelf on 
the encouragement Lady Mary's levity had given 
to his hopes; obſervltig, that © Wien à wotnan's 
behaviour was very light,” his fex were not apt to 
imagine there was any great fund of virtue; nor 
© conld it be expected, Mie one elſe ſhould 
© guard. that honour, of 'which The herſelf was 
© careleſs.” | n 
2 T am ſure, replied Miſs Seloyn, your tordſhip's 
* hopes muſt have been foanded on La Mn 
_* folly, not her teal want of innocence . i 


4 


| £; prize becauſe ſhe appeared careleſs. of it; would 


up his money, and ſeemed totally indifierent 


OS 


* 


on another bar, before which you will be furn- 


for violating the laws by which · you are there 
: to be tried. If you could juſtity yourſelf to the 


© you have ſo ready for that 1 ſuch cobweb 
* ſophiſtry cannot gn the) fares * an . 5_0s 2 


© theſe truths, than for thoſe to obey. them who 
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which aroſe from the giddineſs of youth, and the 
4 burry of diſſipation ; for by nature Lady Mary's 
n * underſtanding | is uncommonly good. By use | 

* you ſay, you imagined her honour was lawful - 


this way of arguing be allowed in, any other caſe? 
«If you obſeryed a man Who neglected to lock 


what became of it, ſhould you think yourſelf 
thereby juſtified in robbing him? but how much 
more criminal would you be, were you to de- 

ive him of his wealth, becaule he was either 

o thoughtleſs or ſo weak, as not to know its va- 
wie And yet ſurely the injury in this caſe would 
de much leſs than what you think ſo; juſtifiable. 
* If the world has but en leaſt ſenſe of real ho- 
* nour, in this light they muſt ſee it; and to that 
* tribunal I imagine you only think yourſelf an- 
, „ ſwerable 5. for did you reflect but one moment, 


* moned, you would ſee there can be no excuſe 


* world or to the women of whoſe folly you take 
advantage, by the fallacious arguments which 


* comma 


Fe Lwill not pretend, . Lordi Robert, to 
deny the truth of what you ſay, but muſt 'beg 
* you will conſider it is more eaſy for you to u 


are expoſed to, and ſuſceptible of temptations. 
Wen a woman has no title to our reſpect, how 
* difficultis it to conſider her in the light you, re- 


K 4 © quire!” 
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© quire! levity of conduct we are apt to look upon 
as an invitation, which a man ſcarcely thinks it 
: conſiſtent with his politeneſs to neglect.” 


* I wiſh, replied Miſs Selvyn, that women were 
better acquainted with the ways of thinking fo 
common with your ſex; for while they are 1g- 
norant of them, they aQ to a great diſadvantage. 
They obtain by that levity wich deprives them 
of your eſteem, a degree of notice and pretended 
liking, which they miſtake for approbation ; did 
they but know that you in your hearts deſpiſe 
theſe moſt, to whom you are moſt aſſiduouſſy 
and openly attached, it would occaſion a great 
change in their behaviour; nor would they ſuffer 
an addreſs, to which they cannot liſten without 
Incurring your contempt. How criminally de- 
ceitful is this behaviour ? And what real virtue 
can a man truly boaſt, who acts in this manner ? 
What woman in her ſenſes can enter into an union 


© for life with ſuch a man? 


SS 


Why not, madam? ſaid Lord Robert, my be- 

© haviour to you ſhows, that we yield to merit the 
© homage it deſerves; you would lofe all your 
N triumph, were we to put you and the lighter part 
of your ſex on an equality in our opinions. We 
are always ready to eſteem a woman who will 
give. us ſeave to do ſo; and can you require us to 

reſpect thoſe who are not in the leaſt ee) 
able * 
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0 No, anſwered Miſs Selvyn, I only wiſh von 
* Wonld'ceaſe your endeavours to render thoſe q: 
men objects of contempt, who deſerve only to be 
nepleced, and . not to ee 

0 
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celvec 
bear 
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= portign of regard they are en- 


* of the very 


* titled to, 4 the fallacious appearance of an 


© 'tachment of the tendereſt kind ; which in teaviy 


But, added ſhe, 
© L haye ſaid more than I deſigned on the ſubje&; 1 


* ariſes from contempt, not love. 


c only meant to anſwer the queſtion you put to me 


© with ſo much importunity; and muſt now confirm 


* what I have already declared, by telling you, that 
* were I inclined to marry, 1 would not on any ac- 
count take an huſband of your lordſhip's princi- 
© ples; but were you endowed with all the virtues 
that ever man poſſeſſed, I would not change my 


« preſent. happy ſituation for the uncertainties of 


* wedlock.” 


When Loi Robert found all his Gllicitations un- 
ayailing, he left the country, and returned to Lon- 
don, w ere ren by a feries of diverſions, to 
efface from his heart the real paſſion he had con- 


ceived for Miſs Selvyn ; ſhe forbore informing La- 


dy Mary Jones, though their correſpondence” was 
frequent, of Lord Robert's courtſhip,; - ſhe did not 
doubt but her ladyſhip was ſincere, when ſhe aſſur- 
ed her, ſhe now. beheld him with the indifference he 


deſerved, but thought that to tell her ſhe had re- 
ceived fo very different an addrefs from him, would 


bear t 


much the air of a up, A eee 
which 72 vw | 


zer heart abhorred. 


Lady Emilia and Miſs Selvy n had lived oat 
years in the country with great. 17 9 enjoyment, 
when the former, was y Fed with a a Fever. All the 


kill er 
ik ' Shs was fenſible of e 


„ *©13 


their bling her, if had any great hopes of her 
K 5 recover, 
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recovery, aſſuring them, that it was of importance 
to her, to know their opinions with rhe utmoſt 
frankneſs. Thus urged, they confeſſed they had 
but little hopes. She then returned them thanks 
for their care, but ſtiff more for their ſincerity; 
and with the greateſt compoſure took leave of them, 


deſiring to be left alone with Miſs Selvyn, who was 


in tears at her bed-ſide. Every one eſſe withdrew, 
when taking Miſs Selvyn in her arms, arid ſhedding 
a few filent tears, ſhe afterwards thus addreſfed 
her. n an een 


© At the moment that I muſt bid you a long fare- 
© wel, you will know, that you have a mother 
© in her whom you before taught only your 
friend. Yes, my deareſt Harriot, Tam your mo- 
„ther, aſhamed of my weakneſs, and ſhocked at 


. my ilt, while your gentle but virtuous eyes 


c could: reproach your unhappy parent, I could not 
© prevail on myfetf to diſcover this ſecret to you, 
© but I cannot carry to my grave, tbe knowledge 
© of a circumſtance which concerns you. Yes, you 
* are my daughter, my child, ever moſt dear to me, 
© though the evidence and cotifinual remembrancer 


© of my crime,” 


. 


Mig Selvyn imagined the diſtemper had now 
ſeized Lady Emilia's brain, which it had hitherto 
ſpared; and entreated her to compoſe herſelf, aſ- 
* ſuring her, that what ſo much agitated her decay- 
ing frame, was only, the phantom of an over- 
© heated imagination ;' for her parents were well 


known, neither was there any myſtery in het 

c bi h. | . TIS FILL & LIVE eee 
We Kt TER 1 4 1 ie lt. 
a a 


, © ance, What I tell you is but true, Mr. Seleyn 


madneſs. 


ſufficient to content a parent Who was not re- 
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Ohl interrupted Lady Emilia, do not ſuſpect 
me of ,delirium ; it has pleaſed the almighty to 
© ſpare: my ſenſes throughout this ſevere. diforder, 
© with a gracious deſign of allowing me even the 
© laſt moments of my life to compleat my repent- 


knew it all, and like a man of honour ſaved me 
* from ſhame, by concealing the fatal ſeeret; and 
© acted the part of a father to my Harriot, without 
* having any ſhare in my guilt, But I ſee you do 
© not yet believe me; take this, pulling a paper 
from under her pillow, herein you will find an 
© account of the whole unfortunate affair, written a 
year ago; left at the time of my death I ſhould 
not be able to relate it; this will prove, by the 
© nice. connexion of every circumſtance, that the 
* words therein contained are not the ſuggeſtions of 


Miſs Selvyn accordingly read as follows: 


| 5) 6444303, C7TSC1- JF") (3: 4 2 77778 J 
When I was ſeventeen: years old, Lord Peyton . 

© aſked me of my father, but not till after he had 

© ſecured my tendereſt affections. His eſtate was 


* gardleſs: of fortune and ſplendor; and his pro- 
© poſals were accepted. But while the tediouſneſs 
of the lawyers: made us wait, for the finifhing 
of ſettlements, Lord Peyton, who was in the 
army, was commanded to; repair immediately 
to his regiment, then ſtationed in Ireland. He 
endeavoured to prevail with my father to haſten 
our: marriage, offeting; Every kind of ſecurity: he 
could deſire, inſtead of. the ſettlements ſo long 
* delayed z my withes concurred with his, rather 
11. | * than 


* OO OOF, 
o 
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than ſuffer him to go without me into a kingdom, 
* which I imagined would not prove very amuſing 
to him. But my father, who was a very exact 
- © obſerver of forms, would not conſent to any expe- 
dient. No ſecurity appeared to him equivalent to 
* ſettlements ; and many trifling circumſtances re- 
gquiſite to the ſplendor of our firſt appearance were 
not ready; which to him ſeemed almoſt as im- 
portant, as the execution of the marriage writ- 
ings. by JET 8 999.3 189 2007, OS 
When Lord Peyton found my father inexora- 
* ble, he attempted to perſuade me to agree to a 
© private marriage; only deſiring, he ſaid, to ſe- 
cure me entirely his before he left the kingdom; 
and propoſed, that after his return, we ſhould be 
publickly married, to prevent my father's fuf- 
pecting that we had anticipated his conſent. But 
* this I rejected; diſobedience to a parent, and 
other objections, were ſufficient to make me re- 
© fuſe it; and we ſaw ourſelves reduced to ſeparate 
* when we were ſo near being united. As Lord 
_ if. Peyton was an accepted lover, and our intended 
marriage was publickly known, and generally ap- 
proved, he paſſed great part of his time with me. 
My father was obliged to go out of town on par- 
-© ticular buſineſs, the day Defore that appointed for 
Lord Peyton's departure. It is natural to ſup- 
< poſe we paſſed it intirely together. The con- 
cern We were beth under, made us wiſh to 
< avaidiheing' ſeen by others, and therefore I was 
denied to all viſitors. Lord Peyton dined and ſup- 
ped with me; and by thus appropriating the day 
approaching ſeparation more aſſſicting tham in 
* reaſon it ought to have been, and indeed made 
= © it 


> 6 > A 


to the ceremony of taking leave, we rendered te 
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© it a laſting affliction; a grief never to be waſhed 
away. 4 | 05 01 100 44 T F615 hall | 


Lord Peyton, left London at the appointed 
hour, but the next day, and almoſt every ſuc- 
ceeding poſt, brought me the tendereſt expreſ- 
ſions of regret for this inforced abſence, and 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, of the conſtancy of his 
affection. Mine could not with truth be written 
in a more indifferent ſtrain, my love was the 
ſame, but my purpoſe was much altered; as 
ſoon as I had calmneſs of mind enough to reflect 
on what had. paſſed, I reſolved never to be Lord 
Peyton's wife. I ſaw my own miſconduct in all 
its true colours. I deſpiſed myſelf, and could not 
hope for more partial treatment from my huſ- 
band. A lover might in the height of his paſſion 
excuſe my frailty, but when matrimony, and con- 
tinued poſſeſſion had reſtored him to his reaſon, 1 
was ſenſible he muſt think of me as I was conſci- 
ous I deſerved. What confidence, what efteem 
could I hope from an huſband, who ſo well knew 
my weakneſs; or how could I ſupport being 
houtly expoſed to the ſight of a man, whoſe eyes 
would always ſeem to reproach me! I could 
ſcarcely bear to ſee myſelf; and I was determined 


not to depend on any one who was equally con- 
* ſcious of my guilt, UF.» 
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I. ſoon acquainted Lord Peyton with this reſo- 
lution, which he combated with every argument 
jove could dictate. He aſſured me in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner of his entire eſteem, inſiſted that 
*. he only was to blame, and that he ſhould; never 
forgive himſelf for the uneaſineſs he had alrea- 
dy occaſioned me; but intreated me not to puniſh 
Fred him 
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him ſo ſeverely, as ever again to give the leaſt in- 


© timation of a deſign not to confirm our marriage. c 
As I reſiſted my own paſſion, it may be ſuppoſed & 
that, although too late, I was able to reſiſt his. s 
I faw that a generous man muſt act as he did, ; 
5 but no generoſity could reſtore me to the ſame c 

< place in his eſteem I before poſſeſſed. His beha- 6 

viour on this occaſion, fixed my good opinion of | + 
'© him, but could not reſtore my opinion of myſelf. | 
© All he could urge therefore was unavailing; the Y + 
«> ſtronger my affection, the more determined 1 6 

« was in my purpoſe; ſince the more I valued his 
eſteem the greater would my ſuffering be, at 


if knowing that I had forfeited it. I acquainted m «1 
father with my reſolution, alledging the beſt ex- [ 
1 < 'cuſes I could make. He was at firſt angry with ? 
| my inconſtancy, charged me with caprictouſneſs, '«<. 
|; and want of honour ; but at laſt was paciſied, by & 
my affuring him I would never marry; any man. 1: 


As he had been ſorry to part with me, the thought the 7 
of my continuing with him as "Tong ry 0 ved, P 
* os garner h * 4 K 


n Lord Peyton's impatience at e dense 
in Ireland, enereaſed with his deſire of per- 
* ſuading me to relinquiſh a deſign ſo very grievous 
to my awn heart, as well as to his; but he could“ di 
© not obtain leave to return into England, before II. ſe. 
found, to my von hare ine terror, that the miſ· -; * 
fortune I fo fincer 3 would have con-f . hi 
ſequences that I litt pee In the ago agony of «Fre 
© my mind I communicated my diſtreſs to Lord 
'© Peyton, the only perſon whom 1 ae truſt with * 
6 e nn ee A* 
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© Tnſfead of condoling with me on the ſubject of 
© my affliction, he expreſſed no fmall joy in a cir- 
* comſtance, which he faid muſt reduce me to ac- 
© cept the only means of preſerving my reputation; 
© and added, that as every delay was now of fo much 
importance, if the next packet did not bring him 
© leave of abſence, he ſhould ſet out without it; and 
© rather run the hazard of being called to account 
© for difobedience, than of expoſing me to one 
painful bluſh. | OE | 


| © T confeſs his delicacy charmed me; every letter 
I received increafed my efteem and affection for 
© him, but nothing could alter my purpoſe. I 
looked upon the execution of it as the only means 
© of re-inſtating myſelf in hr good opinion, or my 
© 43, in compariſom of which even reputation 
© ſeemed to lofe its value. But ſevere was the trial 
1 had to undergo upon his return into 75 mea 
© which was in a few days after his affarance of com- 
ing at any hazard. He uſed every means that the 
 tendereſt affection and the niceſt honour could ſug- 
© geſt, to perſuade me to marry him; and the 


© conflict in my on heart very near reduced 


me to my grave; *till at length pitying the con- 
© dition into which I was reduced, without the 
« Jeaft approach to a change of purpoſe, he promiſed 
to ſpare me any farther ſollicitation, and to bu 
© his affliction in filence; after obtaining a Promile 
from me, that I would ſuffer him to contrive the 
means for concealing an event which muſt ſoon 
„ häüppen; as my unintriguing ſpirit made me 
very incapable of managing it with tolerable 
art and fecrecy. 


— 


Lord 
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Lord Peyton had maintained his former friend- 

. ©: ſhip with my father, who thought himſelf obliged 

to him, for not reſenting my behaviour in the 

| manner he imagined it deſerved. When the me- 

* lancholy and much dreaded time approached, 

| Lord Peyton gave me ſecret information that he 

| © would invite my father into the country, on pre- 

| < tence of aſſiſting him by his advice in ſome altera- 

© tions he was going to make there; and aſſured me 

| of careful attendance, and the moſt ſecret recep- 

| S *< tion, from a very worthy couple, to whoſe houſe 

© he gave me a direction, if I could contrive, 

under colour of ſome intended viſit, to leave my 
| 


- 


4 own. 


All was executed as he had planned it; and 
when my fervants thought I was gone to viſit a 
relation ſome miles diſtant from London, I went 
as directed, and was received with the greateſt 
humanity imaginable by Mr. and Mrs. Selvyn ; 
not at their own houſe, but at one taken for that 
_ © purpoſe, where the affair might be more ſecretly 
managed. Lord Peyton had concealed my name 
even from them; and ſecured their care of me 
under a borrowed appellation. 


Ihe day after I got to them I was delivered of 
you, my deareſt child, whom I beheld with ſor- 
_ © row, as well as affliction; conſidering you as the 
_ © melancholy memorial and partner in my ſhame. . 


Mx, and Mrs. Selvyn attended, me with, the 
_ © greateſt care, and were never both abſent at a 
time; they acquainted Lord Peyton with the 
* ſtate of my health by every poſt; and I was 1 
. | © abled, 
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* abled, by the neceſſity of the caſe, to write to 
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ſhed many tears, as Mr. Selvyn afterwards in- 


memorial of the greateſt misfortune. of his life, 


were about three years old. Having no children 
to provide for, and not being fond of trade, he 


ſeſſion three thouſand pounds, which he ſecured 
to you; and allowed him an hundred a year for 
the trouble of your education; with an unlimited 


2 2 o 
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my father as frequently as I uſually did, when 
abſent from him. Within the fortnight from 
the time of my departure from my own houſe 
I returned to it again, after delivering my dear 
Harriot into the care of theſe good people, who 
promiſed to treat her as their own child. Un- 


der pretence of a cold I confined myſelf till I was 
perfectly recovered. 


Lord Peyton detained my father *till he heard 
I was entirely well; and then went with impati- 
ence to ſee his little daughter, over whom he 


formed me; telling it, that it was a conſtant 


and could never afford him a pleaſure that was 
not mingled with the deepeſt affliction. 


Mrs. Selvyn had lain in about ſix weeks before 

I went: to her, the child ſhe brought into the 
world lived. but a few months; upon. its death, 
at Lord Peyton's deſire, they took you from 
nurſe, and pretending you their own, privately 
buried their child, who was likewiſe nurſed 
abroad. Mr. Selvyn was a merchant, but had 
never been ſucceſsful, his wife died when you 


was deſirous of retiring into the country. Lord 
Peyton to facilitate the gratification of his wiſh, 
procured him a ſmall ſine cure; gave into his poſ- 


commiſſion 


"SP. 4 
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© commiſſion to call on him for any ſums he ſhould 


The conſtant ſenſe of my guilt, the continual 
« regret at having by my on ill conduct forfeited 
© the happineſs, which every action of Lord Pey- 
ton's proved that his wife might reaſonably ex- 
© pef, fixed a degree of melancholy on my mind, 
© which no time has been able to conquer. I lived 
with my father 'till his death, which happened 
not many years ago; at his deceaſe, | found 
© myſelf miſtreſs of a large fortune, which enabled 
me to ſupport the rank I had always enjoyed. 
Though Lord Peyton had provided ſufficiently 
© for Mr. Selvyn's and our convenience, yet J 
5 conftantly 'fent him a yearly prefent ; till no 
© longer able fo deny myſelf the pleaſure of feeing 
my dear child, E prevailed on him to remove to 
© London, and to fix in the ſame ſtreet with me, 
© taking care” te ſupply all that 'was. requiſite to 
© enable him to appear there genteelly. Yon 
© know with what appearance of accident I firft 
< cultivated a friendſhip with you,- but you can- 
© not imagine, with how much difficulty I con- 
<-cealed the tenderneſs of a mother under the ce- 
+ Temonies of an acquaintance. | 
© Of late I have enjoyed a more ealy ſtate of 
© mind: I have ſometimes: been inclined to flatter 
<' myſelf, that your uncommon merit, and the 
© great comfort I have received in your fociety, 
© are figns that Heaven has forgiven e, 
© and accepted my penitence, which has been ſin- 
cere and long, as an atonement for my crime ; 
in which bleſſed hope I ſhall, I truſt, meet death 
without terror, and ſubmit, my dear daughter, 
25 5 Vvhenever 
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* whenever I art called hence, in full confidence 
* to that Power, whole merey is over all his works. 
© I ought to add a few words about your dear 
father, who ſeemed to think my extreme re- 
* gular conduct, and the puniſhment J had inffict- 
© ed on myſelf, ſuch an extenuation of my weakneſs, 
© that he ever behaved to me with the tendereſt 
reſpect, I might almoſt ſay reverence, and till 
his death gave me every proof of the pureſt and 
the ſtrongeſt friendſhip. By conſent we avoided 
each others preſence for three years, by which 
time we hoped the violence of our mutual paſſion 
would be abated. He ſpent the greateſt part of 
© it abroad; and at the end of that period we met 
* witlt the ſincerer 1055 from finding we were not 
deceived in our hopes. Our attachment was 
© ſettled into the tendereſt friendſhip z we forbore 
© even the mention of your name, as it maſt have 
reminded us of our erime; and if Lord Peyton 
5 wanted to communicate any thing eenderning 


* 


9 


. © yon;he did it by letter; avoiding with the ex- 


© tremeſt delicaey ever to take notibe, that any 
« ſuch letters had pafled betweetr ts; and even in 
them hie conſulted about his child; in the ſtile of 


a man who Was Writit to a perfon that had no 


other connexion with it than what her friendſhip 


© for him muſt naturally occafion, iv # point where 


* he was intereſted by the tendereſt ties of the moſt 
© extreme paternal fore,” oo 7 


I have often with pleaſure heard you mention 
© his great fondneſs for you in your childhood, 


© when he viſited at your father's ; your growing 


© years encreaſed it, though it obliged him to ſapprefs 
the 1 of an affection, which you would 
*. have thought improper. I need not tell you, that 
8 © Thad 


— — _ = = i 
= . 
hs © 
* — — Ü——— — — 


235 Tux HISTORY or 


© F had the misfortune to loſe this worthieſt of 
friends, about half a year before you came to 

London, which determined me to fend for you, 
© that I might receive all the conſolation the world 
* could give me, and ſee the inheritor of her dear 
* father's virtues. While he lived I dared not have 
© taken the ſame ſtep ; your preſence would have 
been too painful a teſtimony againſt me, and 
* continually reminded my lord of a weakneſs, 
* which Ihoped time had almoſteffaced from his re- 
* membrance.” 
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Miſs Selvyn was extremely affected with the 
peruſal of this paper; ſhe was frequently inter- 
rupted by her tears; grieved to the heart to think 
of how much uneaſineſs ſhe had been the cauſe. © Ie 
As ſoon as ſhe had concluded it, ſne threw herſelf <d 
on her knees at Lady Emilia's bed-fide, and taking 6. fe 
one of her hands, which ſhe bathed with her 6 if 
tears, * Is, it poſſible then, ſaid ſhe, that I have * n 
thus long been ignorant of the beſt of parents? * d 
And muſt I loſe you when fo lately found? Oh! * J. 
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my dear mother, how much pleafure have I loſt in 
by not knowing that I might call you by that 
© endearing name! What an example of virtue | A 


© have you ſet me! How noble your reſolution! I at L 
© How uniform and conſtant your penitence | Bleſt life 
© you muſt be ſupremely by him who loveth the out 
© contrite heart; and you and my father I doubt [| if he 
1 © not will enjoy eternal felicity together, united | preſ 
ms _ £* never more to part. Oh! may your afflicted | muc 
| © daughter be received into the ſame place, 'and 

« partake of your happineſs ; may ſhe behold ,] | N 
< Piety rewarded, and admire in you the bleffed | whe: 
fruits of timely repentance ; a repentance ſo im- and 
mediately ſucceeding the offence, that your of he 
. : : 6 74. 
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at Lady Emilia's deſire, and the remainder of her 
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© ſoul could not have received the black im- 
* preſſion!” 


© Can you, who have never erred, ſaid Lady 
Emilia, ſee my offence in ſo fair a light? What 
may I not then hope from infinite mercy ? I do 
hope; it would be criminal: to doubt, when ſuch 
conſolatory promiſes appear in almoſt every page 
of holy writ. With pleaſure I go where I am 
called, for I leave my child ſafe in the Divine 
Protection, and her own virtue; I leave her, I 
hope, to a happy life, and a. far more happy 
death; when joys immortal will bleſs her through 
all eternity. I have now, my love, diſcharged the 
burden from my mind; not many hours of life 
remain, let me not paſs them in careſſing my 
dear daughter, which, though moſt pleaſing to my 
fond heart, can end only in making me regret 
the loſs of a world which will ſoon paſs from 
my ſight. Let me ſpend this hour, as I hope to 
do thoſe that will fucceed it through all eternity. 
Join with me in prayers to, and praiſes of him, 

in whom conſiſts all our laſting happineſs.? 


Miſs Selvyn ſent for the Miniſter of the pariſh, 


life paſſed in religious exerciſes. .- She expired with- 
out a groan, in the midſt of a fervent prayer, as 
if her ſoul was impatient to take its flight into the 
preſence of him, whom ſhe was addreſſing with fo 


much ardou. 


Miſs Selvyn's affliction was at firſt extreme, but 
when the reflected on her mother's well- ſpent life 
and moſt happy death, it much abated the exceſs 
of her grief. By that lady's will, ſhe found herſelt 


heir 
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heir to twelve thouſand pounds, and all her perſo- 


_ je® of our converſation *till we ſeparated. 


nal eſtate. She had been charmed with the account a 
Lady Mary Jones had ſent her of this ſociety, and Wir 
wiſhed to increaſe her acquaintance with that lady, = p 
and/therefore offered, if proper, to make her aſhort FE 
_ wiſit, as ſoon as her neceſſary. affairs were ſettled. I 
This met witlr the moſt welcome reception, and bin 
The came hither as a viſitor. Her ſtay was gradu- WF 1 
ally prolonged for near two months; when having my 
reaſon, from the great regard ſhewn her, o think Ih 40 
the ſhould be no diſagreeable addition, The. aſked that 
eave to join her fortune to the common ſtqek, and ¶ hette 
to fix entirely with them. Nothing could be more 
-agreeable' to the other three dadies than this offer, 7 
and with. extreme ſatisfaGtion 1 ſettled here. formt 
; Upon this increaſe of i income it was: that my wen 
friends eſtabliſhed the community of indigent gen- ¶ able 
N . which, e n ſo uch ane 1 
| ens was nuch ruck ich ab 0 of 2 
Lady Emilia; ſhe had fhewn, he faid, a degree of ¶ late 
delicacy. and prudence, which exceeded what. he hit 3 
had a notion of; he never met with a woman who N fervar 
foreſaw the little chance ſhe had for happineſs, in ¶ honef 
marry ing a man Who could have no inducement any d 
to make her his wiſe, but a nice, often a too nice, threeſ 
ſenſe of honour; and who certainly could have no Ito let 
great opinion of her virtue. The folly of both door 
men and women in theſe late unions was the ſub- 


houſe 


In the afternoon che ladies aſkedus to — 

Hier to the houſe they had juſt taken for the new 

community, to which they were obliged to go that 

yy as 9 ſeveral perſons to work: = Nona 
TY --- 


— ws — >. 
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They keep a poſt-coach and poſt-chaiſe, which, 
nt with the help of our's, were ſufficient to accom- 
nd IF modate us all. A ſhort time brought us to. the 
JV» | houſe, a very old, and formerly a very fine manſi- 
rt on, but now much fallen to decay. The outfide'is 


d. reatly out of repair, but the building ſeems ſtrong. 
-q he inſitle_is in a manner totally unfurniſhed; for 


though it is not empty, yet the rats and mice have 
NS I made ſuch conſiderable depredations on what time 
had before reduced to a very tattered condition, 
that the melancholy remains can be-reckoned little 
nd better than lumber. 


cr, The laſt inhabitant' of this houfe-we were in- 

formed was an old miſer, whoſe paſſion" for aecu- 
I Emulating wealth, reduced him to almoſt as un- 
MY Ffortunate a ſtate as Midas, who, according to the 
en fable, having obtained the long deſired power of 
turning every thing he touched to gold, was ſtarv- 
ed by the immediate tranfmutation of all food into 
that metal, the inſtant it touched his lips. The 
e of late poſſeſſor of the houſe I am ſpeaking of, when 
he was about fifty years old, turned away every 
no ſervant but an old woman, who if ſhe was not 
„ m honeſt, was at leaſt too weak to be able to put 
nent any diſhoneſty in practice. When he was about 
uce, Fthreeſcore, ſhe died, and he never could venture 
no to let any one ſupply her place. He fortified ever 
both door wn ide be fach bars of iron, wks 
ſub· Jhouſe might have reſiſted the forcible attack of a 

whole army. Night and day growled before his 
[inhoſpitable door a furious Dutch maſtiff, whoſe 
Pan) natural ferocity was ſo (increaſed by continual 
neu f hunger, for his maſter fed him moſt ſparingly, 

that no ſtranger could have entered the yard with 
mpunity. p57; 4 


Ever 7 
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Every time this churliſh beaſt barked, the old 
gentleman with terror and diſmay in his counte- 
nance, and quaking limbs, ran to the only win- 
dow: he ever ventured to unbar, to ſee what danger 
threatened: him; nor could the ſight of a bare- 
foot child, or a decrepid old woman, immediately 
diſpel his fears. As timorous as Falſtaff, his ima- 
gination firſt multiplied, and then cloathed them 

in buckram; and his panic ceaſed not ' till they 


% 


were out of view. 


This wretched man upon the death of his only diſt 
ſervant, agreed with an old, woman to buy food larg 
for him, and bring it to the well defended door of | *2 { 
his yard; where informing him of her arrival, by Y ties 
a ſignal agreed upon between them, he ventured | m 
out of his houſe to receive it from her; and dreſſed and 
it himſelf; till worn out by anxiety of mind he grew late. 
too weak to perform that office, and ordered the 
woman to bring it ready prepared; this continued 
for a little time, till at laſt he appeared no more at Squ 
his gate. After the old woman had knocked three bou 
days in vain, the neighbourhood began to think it dou] 
neceſſary to take ſome meaſures thereupon ; but | Pene 
not chuſing to run the hazard of breaking open the 
houſe, they ſent to the old gentleman's nephew, N 
"whoſe father had been ſuffered to languiſh in ex-] e 


treme poverty many years before his death; . nor and 
was the ſon in much better condition; but he had ark 


acquainted ſome of the neighbours with the place 
of his abode, in hopes of the event which now in- FR 
duced them to ſend for him. | 2 


As ſoon as he arr ived, he prepared to force hi By tl 
way into the houſe, but it was found ſo impracti . t 
| cable 


Mrs. 
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cable, that at length they were obliged to untile 
part of the roof, from whence a perſon deſcended, 
and, opened the door to thoſe who did not chuſe fo 
dangerous an entrance, as that through which he 
had palled. fra. J 
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They found the old man dead on a great cheſt 
which contained his money, as if he had been deſi- 
rous to take poſſeſſion even in death. 


His nephew was juſt, of age, and having till then 
been expoſed to all the evils of poverty, was almoſt 
diſtracted ; with. joy at the ſudden acquiſition of a 
large, fortune. He ſcarcely could be prevailed with 
to ſtay long enough in this houſe to pay the laſt du- 
ties to an uncle, who had no right to any thing 
more from him than juſt the decent ceremonies ; 
and without giving himſelf time to look over his ef- 
tate, haſkened to London. 18 


He hired a magniſicent hcuſe' in Grofvericr- 


Square; beſpoke the moſt elegant © equipages ; 
bought the fineſt ſet of horſes he could hear of, at 
double their real value; and launched into every ex- 
pence the town afforded him. He ſoon became one 
of the moſt conſtant. frequenters of White's; kept 
ſeveral running horſes ; diſtinguiſhed himſelf at 
Newmarket, and had the honour of playing deeper, 
and betting with more ſpirit, than any other young 
man of his age. "There was not an occurrence 
in his life about which he. had not ſome wager 
depending. The wind could not change, or. a 


ſhower fall, without his either loſing or gaining 


by it. He had not a dog or cat in his houſe, on 
whoſe life he had not bought or ſold an annuity. 
By theſe ingenious methods in one year was cireu- 


+ 8 lated 
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lated through the kingdom, the ready money which 

his uncle had been half his life ſtarving himſelf 

and family to accumulate. The ſecond year t 
obliged him to mortgage great part of his land, and 7 
the third ſaw him reduced to ſell a conſiderable por- 7 


tion of his eſtate, of which this houſe, and the land 1 <«c 
belonging to it made a part. b. 
di 


I could not help obſerving the various fate of this q 
manſion, originally the ſeat of ancient hoſpitality ; mi 
then falling into the hands of a miſer, who had not wi 
ſpirit to enjoy it, nor ſenſe enough to ſee, that he the 
was impairing ſo valuable a part of his poſſeſ- opt 
ſions, by grudging the neceſſary expences of re- 
pairs; from him devolving to a young coxcomb, 1 
who by neglect let it ſink into ruin, and was ſpend- | hoy 
ing in extravagance, what he inherited from ging 
avarice; as if one vice was to pay the debt to com 
ſociety which the other had incurred; and now it poſſ 
as purchaſed to be the ſeat of charity and bene- } tlew 
volence. How directly were we led to admire the ſtill 
ſuperior ſenſe, as well as tranſcendent virtue of J neſs, 
theſe. ladies, when we compared the uſe they made enou 
of money, with that to which the two late poſſeſ- I ho 
ſors had appropriated it! While we were in doubt f er wi 
which moſt to blame, he who had heaped it up] the b. 
without comfort, in ſordid inbumanity ; or he who] wealt] 

ſquandered it in the gratification of gayer vices. I had 
- . Equally ſtrangers to beneficence, ſelt-indulgence 
Was their ſole view; alike criminal, though not] At 
equally unfaſhionable, one endeavoured to ſtarve, f| of the 
the other to corrupt mankind ; while the new own- I ſhare 
ers of this houſe had no other view, than to con- at ten 
venience, and to reform all who came within their was ſo 
influence, themſelves enjoying in a ſupreme degree, to the 


the happineſs they diſperſed around them. ſioned. 
| t 


made 
oſſeſ- 
doubt 
it up 
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vices. 
gence 
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ſtarve, 
own. 
o con- 
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degree, 
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It was pleaſing to ſee numbers at work to repair 
the building, and cultivate the garden, ; and to ob- 
ſerve, that at length from this inhoſpitable manſion 
“Health to himſelf, and to his children bread, the 


* Iabourer bears.” Within it were all the 
biggeſt ſchool ginls, with one of their miſtreſſes to 
direct them in mending ſuch furniture as was not 
quite deſtroyed ; and I was pleaſed to ſee with how 
much art they repaized the decays of time, in things 
which well deſerved better care, having once been 
the richeſt part of the furniture belonging to the 
opulent poſſeſſors. 


In our way home we called at a clergyman's 
houſe, which was placed in the fineſt fituation ima- 
ginable, and where we beheld that profuſion of 
comforts, which ſenſe and æconomy will enable the 
poſſeſſors of narrow fortunes to enjoy. This gen- 
tleman and his wife have but a ſmall living, and 
ſtill leſs paternal eſtate ; but the neatneſs, pretti- 
neſs, and convenience of their habitation, were 
enough to put one out of humour with riches, and 
I ſhould certainly have breathed forth Agar's pray- 
er with great ardour, if I had not been ſtapped in 
the beginning, by conſidering how great a bleſſing 


wealth may be when properly employed, of which 
I had then ſuch hourly proof. 


At our return to Millenium-Hall we found ſome 
of the neighbouring ſociety, who were come to 
ſhare the evening's concert, and ſup with us. But 
at ten o'clock they departed ; which I underſtood 
was ſomewhat later than uſual, but they conformed 


to the alteration of hours our arrival had occa- 
ſioned. | 
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The next day being very hot, we were aſked to 
breakfaſt- in a delightful arbour in the flower gar- 
den. The morning dew, which ſtill refreſhed the 
flowers, enereaſed their fragrance to as great an 
exceſs of ſweetneſs as the ſenſes could ſupport. 
Till I went to this houſe, I knew not half the 
charms of the country. Few people have the art 
of making the moſt of nature's bounty; theſe la- 
dies are epicures in rural pleaſures,” and enjoy them 
in the utmoſt exceſs to which they can be carried. 
All that romance ever repreſented in the plains of 
Arcadia, are much inferior to the charms of Mille- 
nium-Hall, except the want of ſhepherds be judged 
A deficiency, that nothing elſe can compenſate ; 
there indeed they fall ſhort of what romantic 
writers repreſent, and have formed a female 


Arcadia. 


After breakfaſt all the ladies left u us n Mrs 
Maynard. We were ſo charmed with the ſpot we 
were in, that we agreed to remain there, and I 
called on my couſin to continue the//taſk ſhe 
had iden ny! which Te" ane in the nnn 


Manner. 


. 
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Se 
R'S. Trentham never knew the bleſſing of 
a mother's care, her's died the ſame 


M month which gave her daughter birth; 


and Mr. Trentham ſurvived his wife but eight years. 
He left his little girl eleven thouſand pounds, recom- 
mending both her perſon and fortune to his mother 


Mrs. Alworth:. 


Mrs. Alworth was an old lady of good ſenſe and 
merit. She had felt the moſt melancholy, but not 
unuſual effect of long life, having outlived all her 
children. This misfortune ſhe alleviated 'in the 
beſt manner ſhe was able, by receiving her 
grand children into her family. Her ſon by her 
ſecond- huſband left behind him a boy ard girl, 
the former at the time I ſpeak of, about eleven years 
old, the latter ten. Her daughter had married Mr. 
Denham, and at her death left two girls. Mr. 


L 3 Denham 
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Denham entering into wedlock a ſecond time, very 


9 3 - willingly comphed with Mrs, Alworth's deſire of 
_ having his two daughters. The eldeſt of theſe was 
8 © twelve years old, the youngeſt eleven. 


Theſe children had lived with the old lady ſome 
years, when ſhe took home Harriot Trentham. As 
their grand-mother was rich, there had been a 
ſtrong contention among them for her fahour, and 
they could not without great diſguſt ſee another ri- 
val brought to the houſe. Harriot was extremely 
handſome and engaging. The natural ſweetneſs of 
her temper rendered her complying and obſervant ; 
but having been bred under the care of a ſenſible 
and indulgent father, ſhe had never been taught the 
little arts of behaviour, which mothers too com- 
monly inculcate with ſo much care, that chil- 
dren are as void of ſimplicity at eight, as at 
eight and twenty years old. The firſt thing a girl 
is - taught is to. hide her ſentiments, to contra- 
dict jr thoughts of her heart, and tell alt the 


a civil lies which cuſtom has ſanctiſied, with as much 


affectation and conceit as her mother; - and when 
ſhe has acquired all the folly and impertinence of a 
riper age, and apes the woman more ungracefully 
than a monkey does a fine gentleman, the parents 
congratulate themſelves with the extremeſt compla- 
cency, on the charming education they have gen: 
their daughter. | 


: | Bafriot had been taught no ſuch leſſons. | Her 

father had a ſtrong diſlike to prematurity, and fear- 
ed that communication with the: world would 
ſoon teach her art and diſguiſe, the laſt things, be, 
would have choſen to anticipate. 


By 
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By teaching her humanity, he initiated her into 
civility of manners. She had learnt, that to give 
pain was immoral; and could no more have berne 
to have ſhocked any perſon's mind, than to have 
racked his body. Any thought therefore that could 
hurt ſhe ſuppreſſed as an indiſpenſable duty, and 
to pleafe by her actions, and not offend by her 
words, — an eſſential part of the religion in 
which ſhe was educated: but in every thing 
whereby no one could ſuffer, ſhe was innocence 
and fimplicity itſelf; and in her nature ſhone 
pure and uncorrupted, either by aa or ac- 
Wee vices. 


Mrs. Alworth, though fond of all her grand- 
children, could not conquer a decree of partiality for 
Harriot, whoſe attractions both perſonal and men- 
tal, were very ſuperior to thoſe of her couſins. Her 
beauty ſecured her the particular attention of all 
ſtrangers, ſhe gained their favour at firſt ſight, and 
fecured it by her amiable diſpoſttion when they be- 
came more acquainted with her. | 


bey i is one of the firſt paſſions that appears in 
the human mind. Had Miſs Alworth and Miſs 
Denhams been much younger, Harriot would not 
have paſſed unenvied. Every day increaſed their 
diflike to her, as ſhe grew daily more beloved by 
others, and they let no opportunity eſcape of mak- 
ing her feel the effects of their little malice. Their 
hatred to her produced an union among themſelves ; 
for the firſt time they found ſomething in which 
they all agreed. They were continually laying lit- 
tle plots to leſſen her in their grand-mother's opini- 


on; a were the accuſations againſt her, but 
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her innocence always triumphed, though it never 
diſcouraged them from repeating the ſame unſuc- 
ceſsful attempts. Mrs. Al worth was extremely fond 


of them all, but yet ſhe ſaw through their malice, 


and their'behaviour only ſerved to eadear Harriot 
the more, who defended herſelf without anger, and 
retained no rancour in her mind. Free from re- 
ſentment or ſuſpicion ſhe was ever open to their 
arts, and experience did not teach her to be on her 
guard againſt them, which often occaſioned their 
having appearances on their ſide, and might have 
raiſed prejudices againſt her in Mrs. Alworth's 

mind, had ſhe not found a defender in Maſter Al- 
worth, who alone of all her couſins was free from 
envy. He was naturally of an honeſt and ſweet diſ- 
poſition, and being au. of Harriot, for beauty has 
charms for! all ages, felt great indignation at the 
treatment ſhe received, and would often expreſs a 
e from which ſhe was wholly free. 


Mes. Alworth's great fondneſs for her 8 
and ſtrong prejudices againſt ichools, from a belief 
that boys acquire there more vice than learning, had 
determined on a private education. She therefore 
provided a tutor for him before he was ſeven years 
old; a man of learning and ſenſe, with a great deal 
of religion and good humour; and who was very 
attentive to the employment for hich, he had 
been choſen, | | 

Maſter Alworth, by being thus kept at 3 
had frequent opportunities of obſerving the malice 
of his ſiſter and Miſs Denham againſt Harriot, and 

never failed expoſing their practices -to his grand- 
mother; who from thence learnt: to ſuſpect their 
N about things which paſſed in his abſence, 


and 
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and conſequently could not be cleared up by him. 7 


His fondneſs for Harriot ſoon made him beloved by, 
her, and as ſhe found little pleaſure in the ſociety 
of her other couſins, ſhe ſought his company, 
but as he was much engaged by his ſtudiesy 
ſhe ſeldom found him at leiſure to play. The 
tutor greatly delighted with her, tried to awak- 
en in her mind a deſire of improvement, and 
found it an eaſy taſk ; ſhe was inclined to learn, 
and capable of doing it with great quickneſs. 
Mrs. Alworth readily entered into the good man's 
views, and was pleaſed with the eagerneſs of Har- 
riot's application. Maſter Alworth was far enough 
advanced in learning to aſſiſt his favourite, and from 
him ſhe received inſtruction with double pleaſure, 
and more eaſily comprehended his explanations 
than thoſe of their tutor, who found it difficult 
to diveſt himſelt ſufficiently of ſcientific terms, 
which greatly retard the increaſe of knowledge in a 
youthful ming. 


Thus beloved by her ga mother and Mr 
Alworth, and hated and traduced by her female 
couſins, Hotheot lived 'til! ſhe was ſixteen. Years 


had ſtill improved her perſon, and. ſhe had made 


conſiderable progreſs in learning, when Mrs. Al- 
worth judged it proper that her grandſon ſhould 
go abroad, to compleat an education which ſhe 
flattered herſelf. was hitherto faultleſs. He had 
no objection to the ſcheme but what aroſe from 
his unwillingneſs to leave Harriot, who ſaw his de- 
parture approach. with. great concern. She loved 
and reſpected her grand-mother, but Mr. Alworth 
was the only perſon whom ſhe could {ook upon io 
the tender and equal light of a friend. To be de- 
prived of his ſociety was loſing the chief pleaſure 
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5 Nh of her life, and her beſt guardian againſt her ene 


250 TAE His Tory or 


miles. 


Mrs. Alworth was pleaſed with the affection 
which ſo evidently appeared between theſe two 
young people, ſhe hoped to ſee an happy union 
ariſe from it. Their fortunes and ages Were pro- 
perly ſuited, and a love which had taken root in 
childhood, and grown with their encreaſing years, 
ſeemed to promiſe a laſting harmony, of which the 
{ſweetneſs of their diſpoſitions would be no bad ſecu- 
rity. Theſe pleaſing ideas amuſed this worthy wo- 
man, but the two friends themſelves had not ex- 
tended their views ſo far. Bred up like brother and 
ſiſter, a tenderer degree of relation had not entered 
their thoughts, nor did any thing more appear ne- 
ceſſary to their happineſs, than a conſtant enjoy- 
ment of each others friendſhip. 


In this diſpoſition they parted when Mr. Alworth 
went abroad. His tutor thinking himſelf. not pro- 
perly qualified to conduct him in his travels, re- 
commended another gentleman, and Mr. Alworth, 
at Harriot's requeſt, prevailed with their grand- 
mother to detain his old tutor *till Harriot's educa-- 
tion was compleated. | 


Mr. Alworth continued abroad two years, during 
which time Harriot had applied with ſuch unweari- 
ed diligence, that ſhe was perfect miſtreſs of the 


living languages, and no leſs acquaitited with Greek 


and Latin. She was well inſtructed in the ancient 
and modern philoſophy, and in almoſt every branch 
of learning. | 
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Mr. Alworth found his couſin not alone improv- 
ed in underſtanding, her beauty was juſt then in its 
perfection, and it was ſcarcely poſſible to conceive 
any thing handſomer. She had great elegance of 
manner, a point wherein. her grand- mother ex- 
celled, and was as far removed from conceit as from 
ignorance. Her ſituation was much mended by 
the marriage of the eldeſt Miſs Denham; and Miis 
Alworth waited only for her brother's. arrival and. 
approbation, to enter into the fame. ſtate. The 
gentleman to whom. ſhe, was going to be mar- 
ried had firſt made his addreſſes. to Harriot; 
but, as well as ſeveral: others, was refuſed by 
her. She was not inclined to change her ſituation, 
or this gentleman's fortune, perſon, and character 
were unexceptionable; however one circumſtance 
without any other objection would: have been ſuffi- 
cient to have rendered his ſuit unſucceſsful ; ſhe per- 
ceived that Miſs Alworth was in love with him, and 
though. ſhe had little reaſon. to have much regard 
for her, yet good nature made her anxious for 
the ſucceſs of a paſſion. which ſhe ſaw was deeply 


She therefore, while ſhe diſcouraged his addreſ- 
ſes, took every means of recommending Miſs Al- 
worth, whoſe treatment of her ſhe believed rather 
proceeded from compliance with Miſs Denham 
than: from ill temper.. | 


This gave her hopes that ſhe might make a good 
wife to Mr, Parnel, the object of her affections, 
He ſoon perceived, that Miſs Alworth did not be- 
held him with indifference ; but as he was much 
captivated by Harriot's charms, it at firſt had no 


other 


1 
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other effect, than leading him to indulge 4 com- 


plaints of her cruelty to Miſs Alworth, who liſten- 


ed with compaſſion. Harriot often repreſented to 
him how little he ought to wiſh for her conſent to 
marry him, which he ſo ſtrongly ſollicited; for 
ſhould ſhe grant it, he would be miſerable. with a. 
wife who did not love him. She told him, that 
were he indifferent, her being ſo might do very 
well, and they live on together in that eternal 
© enmur, which muſt ever ſubſiſt between a marri- 
ed couple who have no affection for each other, 
and while natural good temper and prudence ena- 
© bled them to dream away a dull life in peace and 
© dead inſenſibility, the world might call them hap- 
© py; but that if he really loved her, her indiffe- 
© rence would render him more wretched than the 
** moſt blameable conduct.” She would then repre- 
ſent the advantages of marrying a woman whoſe ſole- 
affections he poſſeſſed, though at firſt he felt for 
her only eſteem and gratitude ; and adviſed him by 
all means to ſeek for one whoſe heart was in that 
ſituation, which he was well qualified to find. 


Though Harriot forbore to mention Miſs Al- 
worth's name, Mr. Parnel well underſtood to whom 
ſhe alluded, but found it difficult to take her advice. 
At length however, deprived of all hope of obtain- 
ing the woman he loved, and moved to compaſſion 
by the viſible unhappineſs of one who loved him, 
he began to liſten to it, and frankly told Harriot, 
that he underſtood the aim of what ſhe had ſaid. 
She was not ſorry to throw off all reſtraint, as it gave 
her the power of ſpeaking more to the purpoſe z and 
at ſength brought him to ſay; that he ſhould! not 
be unwilling to marry her!. Harriot fearedleſt the 
belief of Mr. Parnel's ſtill retaining an * 

. | for 


b 
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for S. might render Miſs Alworth uneaſy, and 
therefore adviſed him gradually to. flacken his 
addreſſes to her, and at the ſame time to increaſe 


in proportion his attentions for Miſs Alworth, that 


he might appear to prefer her, ſince a ſymptom of 
inconſtancy ſhe knew would not ſo much affect her 
as any ſign of indifference, and Harriot's generoſity 
ſo far exceeded her vanity, that ſhe: very ſincerely 
deſired to be thought neglected, rather than give 
any alloy to the happineſs of her couſin. | 


There was the more colour for this ſuppoſition, 


as Mr. Parnel had never been publickly diſcarded by 


her, ſince for the completion of her views ſhe had 
found it neceſſary to preſerve his acquaintance. 


. Miſs Alworth was happy beyond expreſſion, when 
ſhe found herſelf the object of Mr: Parnel's addreſſ- 
es. Her wiſhes ſo far blinded her, that ſhe really 
believed. Harriot was neglected for her; but yet 
knew ſhe had long been endeavouring to ſerve her, 
and was obliged to her for ſome inſtructions how to 
behave ſo to Mr. Parnel as to ſecure his eſteem and 
confidence, the beſt foundation for love. As her 


brother was then ſoon expected over, Mrs. Alworth 


thought that to wait for his approbation was but a 
proper compliment. =” RN „ 

Mr. Alworth was not at all inclined to object to 
ſo good a match, eſpecially as it was much de- 
ſired by his ſiſter, and the marriage was celebrated 


Joon after his return. This ceremony did not ſo en- 


gage his attention, as to render him leſs ſenſible of 


the pleaſure of renewing his friendſhip with Harriot, 


who received him with the ſincereſt joy. He found 
her greatly improved, and every hour paſſed agree- 
' ; | | ably 
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ably that was ſpent in her company They were 
continually together, and never happy but when 
they were ſo. Every one talked of their mutual 
paſſion; and they were ſo often told of it, that 
they began to fancy it was true, but were ſurprized 
to find that name ſhould be given to an affeRion 
calm and rational as theirs, totally free from that 
turbulency and wildneſs, which had always appear- 
ed to them the true characteriſticks of love. They 
were ſenſible however, that nothing was ſo dear to 
them as each other, they were always ſorry to part, 
uneaſy aſunder, and rejoiced to meet; a walk was 
doubly pleaſing when they both ſhared it ; a book. 
became more entertaining if they read together; 
every thing was inſipid that they did not mutually 
enjoy. When they conſidered theſe ſymptoms, 
they were inclined to think the general opini- 
on was Jo and that their affection, being free 
from paſſion, proceeded from fome peculiarity of: 
temper. | 


Mrs. Alworth thonght ſhe ſhould give them: 
great ſatisfaction in propoſing a ſpeedy marriage; 
and rejoiced to ſee the firſt wiſh of her heart, which 
had been for their union, ſo nearly compleated.. 
The old lady's propoſal made them a little thought-- 
ful; they ſaw no very good reaſon for their mar- 
rying; they enjoyed each others ſociety already, 
and did not with for any more intimate tie. But 
neither knew how to refuſe; ſince the other 
might take it for an affront, and they would not for 


the world have had the ſincerity and tenderneſs of. 


their affection brought into doubt. Beſides they be- 
gan to think, that as their love was ſo generally 
looked upon as certain, it might become diffeult to. 
continue the fame degree of intimacy without ex- 

oh poſing 


Mrs. TR ENT HA M. 265 


poſing themſelves to cenſure. This thought was 


ſufficient to determine them to marry ; and their 
entire affection for, and confidence in each other, 
convinced therm they ran no hazard in this ſtep ; 
and that they could not fait of being happy as man 
and wife, who had ſv long etijoyed great felicity in 
the moſt intitnate friendſhip. 


In conſequence of this reſolution, lawyers were 
employed to dtaw op ſetttetents, and every thing 
requifite for a proper appearance on their marriage 
was ordered; but they were fo very patient on the 
ſubject, thavthe preparations went on ſlowly. Some 
who hoped to have their diligence quickened, in a 
manner uſual on ſach occaſions, affected delays, 
but were ſurprized to find that no complaint enſu- 
ed. They grew ſtill more dilatory, but the onl 
conſequence that arofe from it was a decent ſollici- 
tation to diſpatch, without any of thoſe more effec- 
tual means being uſed, which impatient love or 
greedy avatice ſuggeſt. 


Theſe young people were perfectly happy and 
contented, and therefore waited with compoſure for 


the concluſion of preparations, which, however ſlow- 


ly, did however procted. The old lady indeed was 
leſs patient, but a grand-mother”s ſollicitations have 
no very powerful effect on lawyers ; therefore her's 
availed little. 


During thefe delays Mrs. Tonſton, formerly the 
eldeſt Miſs Denham, having been extremely ill, 
was fent to Buxton for the recovery of her health. 
As this place was but a day's journey from Mrs. Al- 
Worth's houſe, ſhe expreſſed a deſire to ſee her 
grand-daughter, and Mr. Alworth and Harriot, as 

well 
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well as Miſs Denham, very heck c dene 
her thuther. at | | 


The — * — at Buxton allow 1 yery little 
ſecluſion ; and as Mrs. Tonſton was, ſufficiently re- 
covered to conform to the cuſtoms of. the place, 
they joined in the general ſociety. The firſt day at 
dinner Mr. Alworth's attention was much engroſſ- 
ed by Miſs Melman, a very pretty woman. She 
was far from a perfect beauty, but her countenance 
expreſſed an engaging vivacity, and great good hu- 
mour, though a wandering unfixed look, indicated 
a light and unſteady mind. Her perſon was little 
but elegant; there was a ſprightlineſs in her 
whole figure which was very attractive: Her 
converſation was ſuitable to it, ſne had great life 
and ſpirit, all the common rontine of diſcourſe, and 
a faſhionable readineſs to ſkim lightly. over ali ſub- 
jects. Her underſtanding was ſufficiently circum- 
ſcribed; but what ſhe wanted in real ſenſe, ſhe 
made up in vivacity, no unſucceſsful ſubſtitute in 
general maden. 


This young lady w was almoſt a new aner to 
Mr. Alworth. He had lived conſtantly at his 
grand-mother' s *till he went abroad, and as ſoon 


A be. returned into the. kingdom he went thither; 
tromgybich,, as it was, the middle of ſummer, and 
conſegently London had no temptations, he had 


Feed, He therefore had been little uſed to 


- never 


any woman but his ſober and ſenſible g rand-mother's 
two couſins who were pretty epgugh, but had no 
great charms. of underſtanding; a fiſter rathet ll, 
and the incomparable Hatriot, wWhoſe wit Was As 
ſound. as her judgment , ſolid and ſterling, free 


from affeQation,, and all little effeminate arts. And 
airs. 


EG * . 


44888 


his behaviour very different from what he had ever 


dere affection ſhe had for him rendered this appre- 
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airs. Reaſon governcd her thoughts and actions, 
nor could the greateſt flow of ſpirits make her for 
a moment forget propriety. . Every ang, in her 
was natural grace, ſhe was always conſiſtent and 
uniform, and a ſtranger to caprice. 
Miſs Melman was a compleat coquet, capricious 
and fantaſtical. As Mr. Alworth was the prettieſt 
man at the place, and known to have a good for- 
tune, ſhe ſoon ſingled him out as a conqueſt wor- 
thy of her, and ſucceſsfully played off all her arts. 
By appearing to like him, ſhe enticed him to ad- 
dreſs. her; and by a well managed capriciouſneſs 
of behaviour kept up the ſpirit of a purſuit. She 
frequently gave him reaſon to believe her favoura- 
bly diſpoſed towards him, and as often, by obliging 
him to doubt of it, encreaſed his deſire to be cer- 
tain it was true. She kept him in a ſtate of con- 
ſtant anxiety, and made him know her conſequence, 


by the continual tranſition from pleaſure to pain in 
which he lived. 


* 
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| He had not been much more than a fortnight at 
Buxton, when his attachment to Miſs Melman be- 
came very apparent. Harriot ſaw an aſſiduity in 


ſhewn to her. He felt that in the circumſtances 
wherein he and Harriot then were, his conduct 
muſt appear injurious, and ſhame and the. ſecret 
reproaches of his conſcience made him take-all poſ- 
ſible opportunities of avoiding her preſence: if he 
was, obliged to converſe with her, it was with an 
air ſo reſtrained and inattentive, as made her fear 
his regard for her was entirely vaniſhed. The ſin- 


henſion extremely painful. She would have been 
Ru contented 
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contented to have ſeen another woman his wife, but 
could not bear the thought of loſing his friendſhip. 
At firſt ſhe paſſed over this change in'fflenee, and 
appeared even not to obſerve it; but when they 


received an account that the marriage writings 
were finiſhed, ſhe thought an affected blindneſs 
highly unſeafonable, and told him, in the moſt 
friendly and generous manner, that, nothing re- 
© mained to be done but to cancel them, that, 
© ſhe plainly perceived another had obtained the 
© heart ſhe never poſſeſſed; that, the meaſures ta- 
© ken for their marriage were of no fort of conſe- 
© quence, and the flattered' herſelf ſhe might re- 
« tain his friendſhip, though he gave his hand to 
© another.” | Ind 


Mr. Alworth at firft appeared confounded, but 
recovering himſelf, confefted to her frankly, © he 
© never knew the weakneſs and folly of the human 

© heart, *till his own convinced him of it; that, 
he had always felt for her the moſt perfect eſteem, 
joined with the tendereſt affection; but his paſ- 
c ſions had had no ſhare in his attachment. On 
© the contrary he found them ſtrongly engaged 
on the fide of Miſs Metman, and felt an ardour 
for her which he had never before expe 


A 


riericed. 
That he could not think of being her huſSand 
without rapture, though he ſaw plainty ſhe was 
inferior to his Harriot both in beauty and under- 
ſtanding ; - and as for her principles, he was to- 


ceived the difference between friendfhip and love, 
and was convinced, that eſteem and pafhon were 
totally independant, ſince ſhe entirely poſſeſſed 
f the ene, while Mifs Melman totally engroſſed the 
"other. © | 91 18 


\ 
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Harriot 


tally ignorant of them. He now, he ſaid, per- 
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Harriot was pleafed with the fratikneſs of Mr. Al- 
worth's confeſſion, and wiſhed only tobe ſecure of his 


eſteem, but ſhe ſaw him ſo wholly taken up with Miſs 


Melman, that ſhe was convinced paſſion had greater 
power over his ſex than eſteem, and that while his 
mind was under the tumultuous influence of love, ſhe 
muſt expect very little ſatisfaction from his friendſhip. 


She took upon herſelf the taſk of breaking off 
their treaty bf marriage, and acquainted her grand- 
mother with her reſolution, who ſaw too plainly 
the reaſon for her doing ſo to blame her conduct, 
though ſhe grieved at the neceſſity for it, and could 
not ſincerely forgive her grandſon's levity and want 


of judgment, in preferring a wild fantaſtic girl, to the 
extreme beauty and folid well-known merit of 
Harriot, an error for which ſhe 13 
ſaw he would in time be ſeverely puniſhed. 


Harriot from the intended bride now became the 
confidant of Mr. Alworth, though with an aching 
heart; for ſhe feared that aftet experiencing the more 
active ſenſations of a ſtrong paſſion, friendſhip would 
appear too inſipid to have any charms for him. She 


accompanied Mrs. Alworth home before the lovers 


choſe to leave. Buxton, but not till ſhe had prevailed 
with her grand-mother to conſent that the marriage 
between Miſs Melman and Mr. Alwerth ſhould be 
celebrated at her houſe. Ys on 


When every thing requiſite for the ceremony 
was feady, they came to Mrs. Alworth's, where 
the indiſſoluble knot was tied, and in the bride- 
groom's opinion the moſt 5 15 happineſs ſecured 
to his future years. They ſtaid but a few days after 


the 
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the marriage, and then went to her father's houſe, 
till the approaching winter called them to London. 


Harriot found a great loſs of a friend ſhe ſo ſin- 
cerely loved, but ſhe hoped he would be as happy 
as he expected, and had the ſatisfaction of be- 
lieving he retained a tender regard for her. They 
correſponded frequently; and his letters aſſured 
her of his felicity. After he had been ſome time 


fixed in London, he grew indeed leſs eloquent on 


the ſubject, which did not ſurprize her, as the va- 
riety of his engagements ſhortened his letters, and 
denied him leiſure to expatiate on the moſt pleaſing 
topics. | 


Miſs Denham had accompanied her ſiſter home, 
and in the winter Mrs. Alworth was informed by 
Mrs. Tonſton, that Miſs Denham had received a 
propoſal from a gentleman of a good eſtate ; but 
he inſiſted on a fortune of nine thouſand pounds, 
which was two more than ſhe was poſſeſſed of; and 
as they wiſhed the old lady to make that addition, 
Mrs. Tonſton as an inducement added, that the 
gentleman was extremely agreeable to her ſiſ- 
ter. | erg 


Mrs. Alworth was not inclined to comply with 
their views, and made no other anſwer to all 
Harriot urged to prevail with, her, to give the re- 
quiſite ſum, than that it was more than perhaps 
would at her death fall to Miſs Denham's ſhare, 
and ſhe ſaw no temptation to purchaſe ſo merce- 


nary a man. When Harriot found that all ſhe could 
ſay was unavailing, ſhe told Mrs. Alworth, that, 


© if ſhe would give her leave, ſhe was determined 
to make the required addition out of her fortune; 
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© for ſhe could not bear her couſin ſhould be 
© diſappointed in a particular ſhe thought eſſential 
© to her happineſs, by the want of a ſum of mone 

© which ſhe could very well ſpare; adding that 


c the treatment ſhe had received from her couſins, 
© ſhe attributed to childiſnneſs and folly, and ſhould 
be far worſe than they were, if ſhe could remem- 


* * it with reſentment. N 


Mrs. Alworth was greatly touched with this in- 
ſtance of Harriot's generoſity, and finding that no- 
thing but the exertion of her authority, which her 


.grand-daughter acknowledged abſolute, and always 


obeyed umplicitly, could prevent her from perform- 
ing her purpoſe ; ſhe determined to take the moſt 
effectual means of hindering it, by advancing the 
moriey herſelf, and invited Miſs Denham and her 


lover to her durfen where the eke was per- 
Smd "an ir departed. 


Mrs. ty begin to feel ay infirmities of 
age, and now that ſhe and Harriot were left to 


-continual tote @ téte, abſolute quiet might have de- 
generated into ſomething like dullneſs; but the 


diſturbance they found not at home, reathed them 


from abroad. Mr. Parnel was wearied with his 


wife's fondneſs, who not conſidering that he had 
married her more out of gratitude than affection, 
had diſguſted him with the continual profeſſions of 
a love, to which his heart could not make an equal 
return. This fondneſs teazed a temper naturally 
good, into peeviſnneſs, and was near converting in- 


difference into diſlike. Mrs. Parnel, diſtreſſed be- 


vond meaſure at an effect ſo contrary to what 
ſhe intended, reproached him with ingratitude, and 
tormented him with tears and complaints. 


Harriot, 
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Harriot, who conſidered this match as in a great 
meaſure her own work, was particularly deſirous 
of redreſſing theſe grievances, and took great pains 
to perſuade Mrs. Parnel to reſtrain her fondneſs, 
and ſuppreſs her complaints, while ſhe endeavour- 
ed to make her huſband ſenſible, that he ought, in 
conſideration for the cauſe, to pardon the — 
ſome effects, and not to ſuffer himſelf to be diſ- 
guſted by that affection in his wife, which to moſt 
huſbands would appear a merit. Mrs. Alworth 
Joined to Harriot'aq perſuaſion, the influence her age 
and reſpectable character gave her; and though 
not without great difficulty, they at laſt ſaw Mr. and 
Mrs. Parnel live in peace and amity, without any 
of the pleaſures ariſing. from ftrong and delicate 
affections, or the ſufferings. occaſioned by ill hu- 
mour and hatred; and whatever void they might 
find in their hearts, they were ſo happy as to have 
well filled by two very fine children, which Mrs. 
Parnel brought her buſband ; who always treated 
her with great indulgence, in hopes of fixing Har- 
riot's good opinion; for though deſpair had damp- 
ed his paſſion, — ſtill vi her with the ten- 
dereſt reſpect on mverence. 


Towards the letter ood of the Groban year of 
Mr. Alworth's marriage, his grand-mother died, 
much regretted by Harriot, whom ſhe left miſtreſs 
of her own fortune; with the addition of four 

thouſand pounds, part of it the accumulated in- 
© tereſt of her -paternal inheritance, the reſt Mrs. 
Alworth's legacy. Her grandſon. [ſucceeded to her 
-houſe, and intreated Harriot, that he en find 
her there when be came to take get ra I 


Their 
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Their correſpondence had been regular, but 


they had never met ſince his marriage. Mrs. Al- 


worth was not fond of the converſation of an old 
lady; and from ſeeing herſelf not very agreeable 
to her grand- mother, felt an uncommon awe in her 
preſence. Harriot had received repeated invitati- 
ons from them, but could not be prevailed with to 
leave old Mrs. Alworth, who had no other com- 
panion. x 


The only relief ſhe found in her affliction for 
the loſs of 10 worthy a parent, was putting the 
houſe and all belonging to it, in order, for the re- 
ception of her firſt friend, in whoſe ſeciety ſhe ex- 
pected to renew the happineſs ſhe had ſo long en- 
Joyed from it. Nor was the diſappointed in her 
hopes of finding him ſtill her friend; they met 
with mutual joy, and Mrs. Alworth ſeemed at 
firſt as much pleaſed with her new poſſeſſion, as 
they were with each other. But Harriot ſoon 
found her happineſs conſiderably damped. Mr. 
Alworth, unwilling to let his grand-mother know 
the ill ſucceſs of an union which he was ſenſible 
ſhe diſapproved, had been filent on that ſubje& in 
his letters, but he was too well acquainted with the 
generoſity of Harriot's temper, to fear ſhe would 
triumph at the natural . conſequence of his ill- 
grounded paſſion, and . therefore concealed not 
from her any part of the uneaſineſs which his wife's 
diſpoſition gave him. He too late ſaw the difference 


between ſenſible vivacity and animal ſpirits, and 


found Mrs. Alworth a giddy coquet, too vola- 
tile to think, too vain to love; pleaſed with 


admiration, inſenſible to affection, fond of flat- 
tery, but indifferent to true praiſe; imprudent- 
ly . 
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ly vivacious in mixed companies, lifeleſs when 
alone with him; and deſirous of cl ming all; man- 
Rind except her huſband, who of his whole, ſex 
ſeemed the only perſon of no conſequence to her. 
As her view was to captivate in public, ſne co. 
vered a very pretty complexion with pearl- powder 
and rouge, becauſe they made her more reſplen- 
dert by candle-light, and in public places. Mr. 
Alworth had in ſtrong terms expreſſed his abhor- 
rence of that practice; but, ſhe was ſurprized 
© he ſhould intermeddle in an affair that was no 
£ „ Dulineſ of his, ſurely ſhe might wear What com- 
plexion ſhe pleaſed. The patural turn of his 
temper inclined bim bo rational ſociety, but in that 
his wife could bear q part. The ſittle time ſhe 
was at home was employed in. dreſſing, and a 
multitude of coxcombs Miended her toilet. Mr. 
Alworth's extreme fondheſs for her made him at 
firſt very wretched ; he ſoon found himſelf the 
maſt diſtegarded of all mankind, and every man 
appeared: his rival; but on nearet obſervation he 
perceived his jealouſy Was groungleſs, -and that ſhe 
was too giddy. to love any thing. This made his 
pride eaſy, but his tenderneſs Ill had much to en- 
ont till at length contempt. produced ſome de- 
of indifference, and his ſufferings became leſs 

— though he lived in continual grief, at. find- 
ing Himſelf e ol n his NEE x hopes. of 


Pini 3 5 


| iet was 888 leſs aflited. than hinaſelf, 
* _ endeavoured to render him more contented 
- with his ſituation, - and attempted to teach Mrs. 
Alworth to think, but in both was equally unſuc- 
.cefsfuk However this. was not all ſhe had to 
3 When Mr. Alworth began with wee, 
8 ice 
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Goa eyes to compare her he had loſt, with the 


woman for whom he relinquiſhed, her; when he 


ſaw how greatly Harriot's natural pow eclipſed 


Mrs.” Alworth's, notwithſtanding the addition of : 
all her borrowed charms, he ph Shu what ma- 


gic had blinded him to her ſuperiority. But when | 


| ms drew a compariſon between the admirable un- 
ang 84 b the one, her great fund of know- 
ledge, the Trexhauſlible variety in her converſation, 


derſt: 


with the inſipid dulneſs, or unmeaning vivacity of 
the other, he was ſtill more aſtoniſhed, and could. 
not forgive his ſtrange infatuation. This train 


of thoug| t perhaps had-no ſmall ſhare in giving riſe 
to a paſſion for Harriot, which he had never felt, 


while it might have been the , ſource of much hap- 
pineſs to them both. In ſhort, he became violently 


ip love with her, and ſell a prey to the moſt cruel 8 


gret and deſpair ; ſenſible that 12 he ſuffered was. 
the © conſequence of his own folly. 


74 


Reſpect for Hichet made Mr. Ale outh "IQ 


vour to conceal his paſſion, but could not prevent. 


its daily increaſe. At this time I became acquaint- 
ed with her, during a viſit I made in the neigh-. 
bourhood ; and as the natural openneſs both of her 
diſpoſition and mine, inclined us to converſe with 
much freedom, I one day took the liberty to tell 
her how much Mr. Alworth was in love with her. 


She had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of it, the entire af. 


fection which had always ſubſiſted between them, 
ſhe imagined ſufficient to lead me into that error; | 


but told me the thing was impoſſible; and to prove 


it, related all the circumſtances of their intended 
union.” Appearances were too ſttong to ſuffer me 
to be perſiladed that I was miſtaken; T acknowledged 


that what ſhe urged. 75 to contradit my. opi-' 
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nion, 'but that | it was no proof; for the perverſe- 
.neſs of human nature, was ſuch, 
pear; to me at all improbable that the eaſineſs of ob- 
taining her, when they had both been, as it were, 
bred up W. H that view, . mi it be the ſole occaſion 
of his indifference ; and the impoſſibility of ever 
poſſeſſing her now, would only ſerve to inflame his 


l \ 
$ 1 


N 


that it did not ap- 


Harript; PT me. of repreſenting” human nature 
more perverſe and abſurd than it really was, and 
continued firm in the perſuaſion of my being miſ- 
taken. Whatever glaring ſigns of Mr. Alworth's 
love appeared, ſhe ſet them all down to the account 
.of friendſhip; till at length his mind was ſo torn 

with biet and deſpait, that no longer able to con- 
e cauſe of his greateſt ſufferings, he begged 
teach him how to conquer a paſſion, which, 
while it exiſted, :muſt make him wretched ; ? nd 
with the greateſſ confuſion told her how unaccount- 
ably unfortunate he was, both in not loving, and in 
loving, each equally out of ſeaſon. Almoſt diſ- 
tracted with the diſtreſsful ſtate of his mind, he was 
in the utmoſt horror leſt this declaration ſhould of- 
fend her ; $ and. throwing | himſelf at her feet, with a 
countenance and manner which ſhewed him almoſt 
frantic with deſpair, terrified her ſo much, that ſhe 
did not feel half the ſhock this declaration would 
have, given her, had it been, made AP. more 
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to Taiſe bim from her 
ſhe, could not abate the agonie 
out affuring him the for 
in extreme agitation ”t 
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Favs him. 
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big 
hs mig ſpirits v were 
| ſhe ſaw him a little com- 
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poſed 


ſoft melancholy. 
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poſed ; for ſhe feared his ſenſes were affected; but 
when her alarm began to abate, the effect of her 
terrors and her grief appeared; in 4 flood of 
tears 3 Mr. Alworth them infectious, and 
ſhe: was!! obliged to dry them up in order to 
comfort him. When he grew more compoſed, 
Harriot ventured, after expreſſing her concern 
for his having. conceived ſo unfortunate a paſſi- 
on, to intimate that abſence was the | beſt re- 
medy, and that there was nothing to be done but for 
her to leave the houſe.” + | TOA iow SOV rift 

Mr. Alworth was not able to ſupport the mention 
of her going away; and intreated her, at leaſt to 
give him time to arm himſelf againſt the greateſt 
misfortune that could befal him, the loſs of her ſo- 
ciety. She dared not controul him in any thing ma- 


terial, while his mind continued in that deſperate 


ſituation, and therefore eonſented to ſtay ſome time 
longer. She found it very difficult to make him 
think, that there ever was a proper time for her to 
depart, though his paſſion was much leſs torment- 
ing ſince he had ventured to declare it; and what 
before aroſe nearly to diſtraction, ſunk now into a 
Mrs. Alworth paid ſo little atten- 
tion to her huſband, that ſtre had not perceived 
the conflict in his mind. She was wearied with 
the country to the greateſt degree, and made 
the tireſome days as ſhort as ſhe could, by not ri- 
ſing 'till noon; from that time till dinner, her 
toilet found her ſufficient employment. As the 
neighbourhood was large, ſhe very frequently con- 
trived to malte a party at cards; but as her compa- 
ny was not uſed to play high, this afforded her lit- 
tle relief, except ſne could find ſomebody. to bet 
with her, which was not very difficult, as ſhe was 
contented to do it to a 1 

2 ll 


268 TRE HISTORY or 


In this way ſhe contrived, juſt as ſhe called it, 
© to drag on life; and wondered how ſo fine a wo- 
man as Harriot, could have ſo long buried herſelf 
in that place, ſcarcely more lively than the fami- 

5 0 ly yault,? gon / an TER 20 x41 4 51. a 


When Harriot thought ſhe had ſufficiently con- 
vinced Mr. Alworth of the neceſſity of her abſence, 
ſhe took her leave with much greater concern, 
than ſhe would ſuffer to appear, though ſhe did not 
affect indifference; but the truth was, Mr. Al- 
worth's paſſionate tenderneſs for her, had made an 
impreſſion on her heart, which without it, all his 
merit could not effedt. Ihe melancholy. languor 
which overſpread his countenance, gave it charms 
ſhe had never before diſcovered in it; the ſoft ac- 
cents in which he breathed the moſt delicate Jove, 
penetrated to her very ſaul, and ſhe no longer found 
that indifference which had been ſo remarkable a 
part of her character. But ſhe carefully concealed 
theſe new ſenſations, in hopes that he would more 
i his paſſion, for not thinking it re- 
turned. — | 
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Though the winter was ſcarcely begun, yet hav- 
ing no inducement to go to any other place, ſhe 
went to London; and as I had prolonged my ſtay 
in the country only to gratify my inclination for 
her company, I went with her to town. Mrs. Al- 
worth did not continue there a month after us; but 
ber huſband, whoſe health was by no means in a 
good ſtate, went to Bath; and that he might not 
be quite deſtitute of pleaſure, he carried his little 
boy with him, though but a year and a quarter old. 
His wife did not contend with him for this privilege, 
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ſhe would have ſeen little more of. the babe had it 
been in London. "7" FR | 


Harriot Trentham, was at. her firſt. arrival, in 
very low ſpirits, and every letter ſhe received from 
Mr. Alworth increaſed. her dejection, as it painted 
his in very ſtrong colours. As, the town filled ſhe 
began do try, if diſſipation could. diſpel; her melan- 
choly. Her beauty, the fineneſs of her perſon,.an« 
her being known to have a large fortune, which 
even exaggerated,. procured her many lov- 
ers, and ſhe became the moſt admired woman 
in town. This was a. new ſource of. pleaſure 
to her. She had lived, where ſhe ſaw. not ma- 
ny ſingle men, and though few of theſe who 
dared to flatter themſelves with hopes, had failed 
paying their addreſſes. to her, yet theſe ſucceſſive 
courtſhips were very dull, when compared with all 
.the flutter of general admiration. Her books were 
now negledted,. and to avoid thinking on a. ſubject 
which conſtantly afflicted her, ſhe forced herſelf in- 
to public, and was glad to find that the idleneſs of 
the men, and: her own vanity, could afford her en- 
tertainment. | 


_ She was not however fo totally engroſſed by this 
pleaſing diſſipation, as to neglect any means of ſerv- 


ing the diſtreſſed. Mrs. Tonſton exerting the genius 


ſhe had ſo early ſhewn ſor traducing others, ſet her 
[huſband and his family at variance, *till at length 
the falſhoods, by which ſhe had effected it, came to 
be diſcovered. Her huſband and ſhe had never lived 
well together, and this proof of her bad heart diſ- 


guſted him ſo intirely, that he turned her out of 


his houſe, allowing her a\meer trifle for her ſup- 
port. In this diſtreſs ſhe applied to Harriot, who 
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ſhe-knew- was ever ready to ſerve"even thoſe who 
had moſt injured her. Hobno. I di a 


Her application was not unſucceſsful.  Harriot { 
ſent her a conſiderable preſent for her immediate 
convenience, and then went” into tlie country to -q 

Mr. Tonſton, to whom ſhe repreſemed ſo effectu- "0 
ally his wdgener bus treatment, ſmce the fortune his 1 
wife brought him, gave her à right to a decent 7 
maintenance, that he made a Proper ſettlement up- n 
on her, and gave the writings into Harriot's hands, ? 
Who not only ſaw the money paid regularly, but £ 
took ſo much pains to convince Mrs. Tonſton of the , 
malignity of her diſpoſition, that ſhe brought her 
to a due ſenſe of it, and by applying for his aſſiſtance 
to mend her heart, who beſt knew'its defects, the 
became ſo altered in temper, that five years after 

her ſeparation from her huſband, Harriot effected a 
reconciliation, and they now nve in great amity 
together, e eee their” 6g 
ons to her. Sen 
5 vr bien Dt; 7 EN 218 lde ; 7 

I have e this "oY 1 order to render my 
narrative leſs tedious, or I ſhould have ſtopped At 
Harrict's procuring a ſettlement for Mrs. Tonſton, 
and have told you; that by lying in her return at 
an inn where the fmall-pox then was, ſhe caught 
that diſtemper, and ſoon after che re in IBB. 

don it appeared. need fſot ſay. that ſhe' hach it 

to a very violent degree. Being then in town 1 
had the good fortune to nurſe her, and flatter 
myſelf that my care was not uſeleſs; for in 
caſes ſo dangerous, no one who dees vot feel 
all the tender ſolicitude of a friend, cart de a proper 

nurſe, * | | RB 793 WOLR > Ot, 01 
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| -rigt's illneſs, who came poſt to London, filled with. 
the extremeſt anxiety, and ſhared the ſatigue of 


nurſing with me; ſhe was all the time delirious. 


When ſhe came to her ſenſes, ſhe. at: firſt ſeemed. 
mortified to think Mr. Alworth- had feen her in 
that disfigured condition ;, but an reflexion told 
me, © ſhe. rejoiced in it, as ſhe thought it muſt 
totally extinguiſh his paſſion; and her greateſt 
©. ſollicitude was fors his- happineſs.” But ſhe 


afterwards found her. expedtation was ill ground- 


When ſhe recovered, ſhe perceived that the 
ſmall-pox had entirely deſtroyed het beauty. She 
acknowledged ſhe. was not inſenſible to this mortifi- 
cation; and to avoid the obſervation of the envi- 
ous, or even of the idly curious, ſhe retired, as 
foon as ſhe was able to trayel, to a county houſe 
e ured! tor Bet ti . | 


4% An a very om time ſhe became perieclly e. eon- 
tented with. the alteration this cruel diſtemper had 


made in her. Her love for reading returned, and 


ſhe regained the quiet happineſs of which flutter 
and diſſipation had deprived her, without ſubſti- 
tuting any thing ſo. valuable in its place. She has 
often ſaid, .f ſhe looks on this accident as a re- 


© ward for the good ſhe had done Mrs. Tonſton, 


and that few: benevolent actions receive ſo im- 
© mediate a recompence, ar we ſhould be leſs re- 
miſs in our duties, maren not more meritorious 


iti performing them.” She found retirement 
better calculated for overcoming an hopeleſs paſſi- 


on than noiſe and-flutter. » She had indeed by diſſi- 
‚ M 4 _ pation 
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pation often chaſed Mr. Alworth from her thoughts, 
but at the firſt moment of leiſure his idea returned 
in as lively colours, as if it had always kept poſ- 
ſeſſion of her mind. In the country ſhe had time 
to refſect on the neceſſity of conquering this in- 
clination, if ſhe wiſhed to enjoy any tolerable hap- 


pineſs; and therefore took proper meaſures to com- 


dat it. Reafon and piety, when united, are extreme- 
ly prevalent, and with their aſſiſtance ſhe reſtrained 
her affection once more within its antient bounds 
of friendſhip. Her letters to Mr. Alworth were 
filled with remonſtrances againſt the indulgence of 
his love, and the ſame means ſhe had found effec- 
tual, ſhe recommended to him, and with ſatisfac- 
tion learnt, that though they had not entirely ſue- 


Ceeded, yet he had acquired ſuch a command over 


his heart, that he was as little wretched as a man 
can be, who is a living monument of the too com- 
mon folly of being captivated by a ſudden. glare 
of ' perſon and parts; and of the fatal error of 
thoſe men who ſeek in marriage for an amuſing 
trifler, rather than a rational and amiable compa- 
nion, and too late find that the vivacity which 
pleaſes in the miſtreſs, is often a fatal vice in a wife. 
He lives chiefly in the country, has generally a few 
friends in the houſe with him, and takes a great 
deal of pains in the education of his two ſons ; 
- while their mother ſpends almoſt the whole year in 


. own immerſed in folly and Fan ba F 


11 4 


lady in this neighbourhood, and thus was: firſt 
known to the inhabitants of this manſion. They 
were much pleaſed with her acquaintance, and 
Whew ſhe had. A her viſit, invited her to 


1 paſs 


48 


- About fourteen years ** Wrist whi 1 a” 
to degin to call Mrs. Trentham, came to ſee a 
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aſs a little time with them. She required no ſol- 
citation, for it was the very thing ſhe wiſhed, and 
here ſhe has remained ever ſince. When Mr. 
Maynard died, leaving me but a ſmall jointure, 
Mrs. Trentham was indulged in her inclination, of 
afking me to ſpend the firſt part of my widowhood 
with her and her friends ; and I have been fortunate 
enough to recommend myſelf ſo effectually, that 
they have left me no room to doubt they chuſe I 
ſhould continue with them, and indeed 1 think I 
could ſcarcely ſupport life were I baniſhed - from. 
this heavenly ſociety. a 


— 
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Mrs. Trentham and Mr. Alworth keep up a con- 
ſtant correſpondence by letters, but avoid meet- 
ing. His wife has brought. hinz one daughter, 
and Mrs. Trentham's happineſs: has been render- 
ed compleat, by. obtaining: from: her permiſſion 
to educate this child; a favour, which contra-- 
ry to what is uſual, is eſteemed: very ſmall by her 
who granted, and. very great-.by the perſon that 
received it. This girl is now- ten. years old, and 

the moſt accompliſhed of her age of any one, per- 
haps, in the kingdom: Her perſon is fine, andhe r 
temper extremely engaging.. She went about a 
week ago to her father, whom ſhe' viſits for about 
three weeks: twice in a year, and never returns un- 
_Improved:. 7 N 
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As Mrs. Tremham's fortune made a good 

addition to the income of the ſociety, they on 
this occaſiom eſtabliſhed in the pariſh a manu- 
facture of carpets . and rugs, which has ſucceed- 
ed. ſo well, as to enrich all the country round a- 
| | NM 5 1 ; 


5 —— 


— * — 
- mw” ” OSD —„-„— es. —— · 0 — —— 


As 


„ 
D VOOR rTOw 
— Ge. — — . 


8 | SI 3 „ x2 

2 * 4 1 154 58118. 
274, Tur HisToryY or 
t N 


une ae, mot nur 201 11.1 5 21. 4 
» * 75 F\-3Si LU ant £ wy. ET A Cp FS. 6 . . 
ee LOOT 0 22 2214! 7 "ty 5511 MS v7 3 101 0187. 71 
As the morning was, not very far advanced, I 


aſked Mrs. Maynard to conduct us to this manufac; 
ture, as in my: opinion there is no. ſight ſo. delight. 
ful as extenſive induſtry.” She readily complied, 
and led us to a ſort of ſtreet, the moſt inhabited 
part of the village, above. half a mile 4 5 Mil- 
lenium Hall. Here we found ſeveral hunc reds of, 
people of all ages, from fix years old to four-ſcore, 8 


- 


employed in the yarious parts. of the manufaCture, 
ſome ſpinning, ſome weaving, others dying the. 
worſted, and in ſhort all buſy, ſinging and Whiſt- 
ling, with the appearance of general chearfulneſs, 
and their neat dreſs ſhewed them in a condition of 


Proper enen, n od end. i 
£19079] 1536. 60 nnd med 11 2141 4 . 
deus die neighbgurha6d, which" ws ene 
dened with poor, and ſo overſtocked with hangds,. 
that only a ſmall part of them could find Work., 
But. as they feared an enterprizing undertaker might 
ruin; their, plan, they themſelves undertook to be. 
ſtewards ;, they ſtood the firſt, expence, allowed' a, 
conſiderable, profit to the directors, but kept the, 
diſtribution of the money entirely in their own, 
hands: thus they prevent the poor from being op- 
preſſed by their ſuperiors, for they allow them great 
wages, and by their very diligent inſpection hinder 


. UW eit! I 


any frauds. I never was more charmed, thay, to 


ſee a manufadure ſo well ordered, that ſcarcely 
any one is 100 young or; too, old to partake of its 
emoluments. As the ladies have the, direc+ 
non of the Whole, ther give more to the 
children and the aged, in proportion to the; 
work they do, than to thoſe who are more capa- 


ble, as a proper. encouragement, and reward for- 


induſtry 


e 


1 
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induſtry in t thoſe ſeafons t of life in which it is $ fo un- 


commori. n. 


| 21 an: \ to Sl "ons off 28 


We were fo taken up with 3 theſe peo- | 


ple, that we got home but wit as dinner was carry: 
ing i in. * 8 


In the afternoon * we + formed the ladies how we 
had ſpent the latter part of the morning an in 
the courſe of converfation Lamont told th 


© they , wete the firſt people he ever knew, 10 | 


ved af for biker” without: any regard to 
« their own pleaſure ;'and that were he à Roman 


Catholic, ke ſhould beg of them to confer on him 


* tion a is 08 re N 


q the merit of ſome of their works of BE 
f 211 1550 41! | 18 — 


* 14 90 Hot k d could Fa Kh, ger 
x e Mrs.! it 4 eve we Have not been 

* able, to diſcover any fuch 3” on the contraty, we 
tare ſenſible of great NPY . 


num 11 
of our duty.” Wirt n 0 = 1441 Ty 18 947 13143 4 N chk" 28 
1 1 Can you in line, Madam, den F La- 
| 21 wont, "that 19 Joo do here i is a duty? 775 I Ta 
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700 N fo, anſwered” Mrs. ls 


- are ko by hi mM who cannot err, that our fine. 
5 our money, and our under ndings,' a ent uſt- 
7 605 With us 5s fo many talefts,* for he ule of 
2 05 ich we mult” give” a ſtrict account How we 

£0 Pught to. uſe them "he has likewiſe told us; 48 to 

our ottuges in the moſt expreſs terms, When 'he 
Lebte us to feed*the hungry, to eldach the 


naked, to relieve the priſoner, and to take care of 


9 the f ſick. "Thoſe who have not an inheritance 
« that 
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© .that enables them to do this are commanded. 
to labour, in order to obtain means to relieve 
© thoſe who are incapable of gaining the neceſſa- 
© ries of life. Can we then imagine, that every; one 
cis not required to aſſiſt others to the utmolts of his 
© power, ſince we are commanded' even to work c 
© for the means of doing ſo? God's: mercy and c 
bounty is univerſal, it flows unaſked; and unme- c 
© rited; we are bid. to endeavour. to. imitate, him c 
© as far as our, nature wil enable us to do it. 6 
© What bounds then ought. we to ſet to our good c 
6 offices, but the want of power to extend them c 
o 
* 
— 
6 
c 
« 


« farther ? Our faculties. and our time ſhould. be 
_ © employed in direQting our donations in a manner: 
© the moſt conduciye to the benefit of mankind, 
« the moſt for the encouragement of. virtue, 
and the ſuppreſſion of vice; to aſſiſt in this work. 
«is the buſineſs, of ſpeech, of reaſon, and, of 
time Theſe ought. to be employed in ſeek- 0 
ing out opportunities of doing good, and in con- 5 
« triving means for regulating it to the beſt pur- k 
« poſe. Shall I allow much careful thought to- p 
« wards ſettling the affairs of my houſhold with 4 
e eee ee 
« benefaQtions to the poor, to hom I am only a 
« ſteward, and of whoſe intereſt I ought to be as p 
careful as of my own? By swing them my c 
money. I may ſacrifice my covetoulneſs, but by : 
e doing it. negligently I indulge my indolence, c 
« which At to endeayour to coriquer as much : 
| +, as every ather. Lice. Fach ſtate has_1ts tie: 
che poverty of the lower rank of people exerciſes | . 
their induſtry and. patience ;, the riches of be 
great are trials of their temperance, humulity,. c 
* 
o 


. 


6 
„ difficult; part, but their preſent reward is 
. eri Nane M1 AS { 


| w_ humanity., Theirs is perhaps the more 
nit alſo. 
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© alſo greater, if they acquit themſelves. well; as 
: fog the future, there may probably be no inequa- 
4 . | 


© You obſerved, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Trentham, that 


ve live for others, without any regard to our 


© own pleaſure, therefore I imagine you think our 


© way of life inconfiſtent. with it; but give me 
© leave to ſay you are miſtaken. What 1s there 


worth enjoying in this world that we do not 


© poſſeſs? We have all the conveniencies of life, 
* nay, all the luxuries that can be included among 
them. We might indeed keep a large retinue; 
© but do you think the ſight of a number of uſeleſs 
© attendants couid afford us half the real ſatisfaction 
© that we feel from ſeeing the money, which muſt 
© be laviſhed on them, expended in ſupporting the 
old and decrepid, or nouriſhing the helpleſs in- 
* fant? We might dreſs with ſo much expence, that 
wie could ſcarcely move under the burden of our 
« -apparel ; but is that more eligible, than to ſee the 
ſhivering wretch chad in warm and comfortable 
© attire? Can the greateſt luxury of the table afford 
* ſo true a pleaſure, as the reflection, that inſtead 


Hof its being overcharged with ſuperfluities, the 


6 Weg your of the cottager is blefſed with plen- 
ty? We might ſpend our time in going from 
© place to place, where none wiſh to ſee us except 


©, they find a deficiency at the card table, perpetu- 


ally living among thoſe, whoſe vacant, minds are 
© ever ſeeking after pleaſures foreign to their own 
* taſtes, and purſue joys which vaniſh as ſoon as 
poſſeſſed; for theſe would you have us leave the 


« infinite ſatisfaction of being beheld with 2 N 


and love, and the ſucceſſive enjoyments of rational 


«: delights, which here fill up every hour ? Should 


© we 
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we do ly in quitting a (ſcene, Where every 


object exalts our mind to the great Creator, to 


mix among all the folly of depraved nature? 


If we take it in a more ſerious light nil, we 


c ſhall perceive a great difference in the ebnet 
8 


* ariſing from the reflexions on a life ſhent in an 
© endeavour to obey our Maker, and to correct our 


© own defects, in a conſtant ſenſe of our offences, 
and an earneſt deſire to avoid the commiſhon of 


them for the future, from a courſe of hurry and 
« diſſipation, which will not afford us leiſure-to re- 


collect our errors, nor attention to attempt a- 


— 


n mending them.” i 


rg The diffiiencs is indeed a rg ſaid La- 
mont, and there can be no doubt which is moſt 


5 eligible; 3 but are you not too rigid in your cen- 


© ſures of diſſipation ? You feem to be inclined to 


0 forbid all ! innocent pleaſures.” 


i + 


Buy no means, replied Mrs: T e bit 


things are not always innocent becauſe they are 
by trifling. Can any thing be more innocent than 


* picking of ſtraws, or playing at puſh-pin ? but if 
a man employs himſelf ſo continually in either, 


that he negleQs to ſerve a friend, or to inſpect 


© his affairs, does it not ceaſe to be innocent? 
„Should a ſchool-boy be found whipping a top 
during ſchool hours, would his maſter forbear 


- * correction becauſe it is an innocent amuſement? 


And yet thus we plead for things as trifling, tho? 


_ © they obſtruct the exerciſe of the greateſt duties 
by in life. Whatever renders us 1 et” of; our 


© Creator, and of the purpoſes for which he called 
* us into deing, or leads us to be inattentive to- his 
wht © commands, 


but 
are 
than 
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commands, or neglectful in the performance of 


them, becomes criminal, however innocent in 
its own nature. While we purſue theſe things 


with a moderation which prevents ſuch effects, 
they are always innocent, and often defireable 
* the exceſs only is to be avoided. 


2 


I have nothing left me to ſay, anſwered La- 
mont, than that your doctrine muſt be true, and 
your lives are happy; but may I, without imper- 


tinence, obſerve, that I ſhould imagine your 


extenſive charities require an immenſe for- 


tune. 


Not ſo much perhaps, faid Mrs. Morgan, as 


a a „ 4 6 a „ « o „ © 


| 


* 
15 


you ſuppoſe. We keep a very regular accoun t, 


and at an average, for every year will not be 
exactly the ſame, the total ſtands thus. The 
girls ſchool four hundred pounds a year, the boys 


an hundred and fifty, apprenticing ſome and 


equipping others for fervice one hundred. 'The 


cloathing of the girls in the houſe forty. The 
almis houſes two hundred. The maintenance of 
the monſters an hundred and twenty. Fortunes 


and furniture, for ſuch young perſons as marry 
in this and the adjoining pariſhes, two hundred. 
All this together amounts only to twelve hundred 
and ten pounds a year, and yet affords all reaſon- 


able comforts. The expences of ourſelves and 
houſehold, iti our advantageous ſituation, come 


within eight Hundred a year. Finding fo great 


a balance in our favour, we agreed to appropri- 


ate a thouſand a year for the ſociety of gentle- 
wamen with ſmall or no fortunes 3 but it has 
turned out in ſuch a manner that they coſt us a 
trifle.” We then dedicated that ſum to the eſta- 
ads | « bliſhment 
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I bliſhment of a manufacture, but ſince the fourth 
year it has much more than paid its expences, 
though in many reſpects we do not act, with the 
Ong uſual in ſuch caſes, but give very high 
wages, for our deſign. being to ſerve a multitude 
of poor deſtitute of work, we have no nice regard 
to profit, As we did not mean to drive a trade, 
we have been at a loſs what to do with the 
profits. We have out of it made a fund for 
the ſick and diſabled, from which they may re- 
ceive a comfortable ſupport, and intend to ſecure 
it to them to perpetuity in the beſt manner we 
can.“ | 


S K A hs A AM A & 6 


How few. people of fortune are there, ſaid 
Lamont, who could not afford 1200./. a year, 
with only retrenching ſuperfluous and burden- 
© ſome expences ? But if they would only imitate 
vou in any one branch, how much greater plea- 


© ſure would they then receive from their for tunes 


© than they now enjoy ?? 


While he was engaged | in diſcourſe with the 


ladies, I obſerved to Mrs. Maynard, that by the 
account ſhe had given me of their income, their 
- Expences fell far ſhort of it. She whiſpered me, 
that their accidental charities were innumerable, 
all the reſt being employed in that way. Their 


acquaintance know they cannot ſo much oblige, 


as by giving them an opportunity of relieving 
' diſtreſs. They receive continual applications, 
and though they give to none indiſcriminately, 

et they never refuſe any who really want. 
Their donations ſometimes are in great ſums, 
where the caſe requires ſuch extraordinary aſſiſ- 
« tance, If they hear of any gentleman's family 
2M = | * oppreſſed: 
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h © oppreſſed by too many children, or impoveriſhed 
s, Ibn ſickneſs, they contrive to convey an adequate 
© preſent privately, or will. ſometimes aſk permiſ- 
hb ion to put ſome of their children into buſineſs, 
de or buy them places or commiſſions.” | 


le, We acquainted the ladies that we ſhould trouble 
he them no longer than that night, and with regret ſaw 
or it ſo ſoon ended. The next morning, upon going 
re- into Lamont' s room I found him reading the 
Ire New Teſtament; I could not forbear - expreſſing 
we | ſome pleaſure and ſurprize at ſeeing him thus uncom- 
4 monly employed. 


aid- He told me, he was convinced by the con- 
ap, © duct of the ladies of this houſe, that their religion 


: 

1 
N 
| 
+ 
| 
. 
: 
L 
. 
+ 
'E 
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en- | < muſt be the true one. When he had before 

ate | © conſidered the lives of chriſtians, their doctrine 

ea- ; feemed to have ſo little influence on their actions, 

nes | © that he imagined there was no ſufficient effect 

| produced by chriſtianity, to warrant a belief, that 4 
I | © it was eſtabliſhed by a means ſo very extraordina- 4 
the | < ry; but he now ſaw what that religion in reality | 
the | < was, and by the purity of its precepts, was con- | 
ietr | © vinced its original muſt be divine. It now ap- 
me, | < peared evidently to be worthy of its miracu- 

ble, < lous inſtitution. He was 1 to examine, 

heir | < whether the moral evidences concurred with that 

ige, | © divine ſtamp, which was ſo ſtrongly impreſſed 

ing upon it, and he had riſen at day break to get a 

ons, | © Bible out of the parlour, that he might ſtudy 

ely, | + precepts, which could thus exalt ans nature 

ant. | © almoſt to divine.“ 


It was with great joy I Gal him ſo ſeriouſly 
affected; and when we went to breakfaſt, could 


not 


To not forbear communicating 
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my ſatisfaction to my 
cou, WhO ſincerely "ſhared in it. As ſoon as 
breakfaſt Was över we todk leave of the ladles, 
though not 'til they had made us promiſe 2 ſecond 
viſit, to which we very gladly agreed, for could 
we with decency have prolonged this, 1 know not 
when we ſhould have departed . 


Vou, perhaps, wiſh we bad done i it tober, and 
may think I have been too prolix in my account 
of this ſociety but the pleafure 1 find in recollec- 
tion is ſuch, that I could not reftrain my pen 
within moderate bounds. If what I have deſcribed, 
may tempt any one to go and do likewiſe, I ſhall 
think myſelf fortunate in communicating it. For 
my part, my thoughts are all engaged 1 in a ſcheme 
to imitate them on a ſmaller ſcale. | 
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